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Welcome to San Luis Obispo County. We are glad you have chosen to visit. 
A fixture within our community is the Diablo Canyon Power Plant (DCPP). 
DCPP is a nuclear power plant that generates approximately 10% of California’s 
electricity. Both PG&E and the County of San Luis Obispo have developed 
detailed emergency plans that would be used in the unlikely event that 
an emergency were to occur at DCPP.
 
If a serious emergency were to occur that would require you to take action, 
the County would sound the Early Warning System sirens. The sirens are an 
indication to tune to a local radio or television station for emergency 
information and instructions. When at sea, tune to Marine Channel 16.

The siren system is tested regularly throughout the year and may be used 
for any local emergency. This year’s annual test is on Saturday, August 21. 

Additional emergency planning information regarding DCPP is in the 
current Emergency Planning calendar, and at www.ReadySLO.org

www.ReadySLO.org
Sponsored by Pacific Gas and Electric Company

IMPORTANT EMERGENCY INFORMATION
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A fun, comfortable wine tasting experience
with food served daily.

Reserve Your Spot at Opolo.com/visit
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(805) 995-3883  |  171 N. Ocean Ave, Cayucos  |  SchoonersCayucos.com

Central Coast’s best outdoor dining experience!
With expanded outdoor seating for your comfort.

lunch • dinner • full bar
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CELEBRATE WITH

6785 CRESTON ROAD, PASO ROBLES
OPEN DAILY 10-5 | RAVAWINES.COM
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Don’t miss this amazing, immersive, outdoor exhibit by 
internationally acclaimed artist Bruce Munro, now open on select 
nights in Paso Robles. General admission and VIP Experience 

tickets may be purchased in advance online at:

Ph
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ro
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Welcome to
SLO County

Welcome to the Central Coast and 
thank you for picking up this copy of 

the San Luis Obispo County Visitor’s Guide!
There’s always something to do or see 

and the shorter days and earlier evenings 
create different and festive opportunities to 
explore the many activities throughout the 
county. Stores brightened up with holiday 
lights add a glow and excitement to shop-
ping. City streets decked out for the season 
add a sense of expectation for good things 
to come while strolling to your favorite 
restaurant for dinner. 

An evening in Paso Robles isn’t complete 
without at least one 1920s inspired cocktail 
at the local speakeasy. Complete with a 
back entrance, entering the 1122 Cocktail 
Lounge & Speakeasy is a step back in time. 
The ambiance created by the candlelight, 
Great Gatsby-era music and patrons who 
like to get dressed up for the occasion sets 
the mood for a unique experience. In this 
issue’s feature story, we introduce one of the 

best-kept local secrets 
to our readers. Now 
that you know about 
1122, the next step 
is to drop in for the 
experience. 

You don’t need 
a password to get 
in. Just walk in through the front door of Pappy 
MacGregor’s at 1122 Pine Street in downtown Paso 
Robles, or opt for the more romantic entrance 
through the back door to a secret room on Railroad 
Street. 

Whatever adventure you are seeking, wineries, 
restaurants, museums, beaches, hiking, places to stay 
and activities for the whole family, you'll find in the 
pages of this magazine.

On behalf of our entire staff, I would like to ex-
tend a warm welcome. We hope you enjoy your stay!

Publishers Scott and Beth 
Brennan and their family 
welcome you to San Luis 
Obispo County
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The city of San Luis Obispo has 
much to see and do. It is the seat 

of county government, a popular 
dining and shopping destination and 
a traditional college town reflecting 
eclectic choices in art, entertainment, 
food and activities. 

Attractions
The San Luis Obispo de 
Tolosa Mission

The San Luis Obispo de Tolosa 
mission is one of the best known 
historical sites in town. Founded by 
Father Junipero Serra in September 
1772, the mission was the fifth of 
the California missions and named 
after Saint Louis, Bishop of Toulouse, 
France. For information about tours 
and the gardens or attending mass 
visit missionsanluisobispo.org.

Historical buildings
Other historical buildings, many 

featuring unique architecture, 
include the Sinsheimer store with 
an iron front built in 1884 at 849 
Monterey St., the Jack House at 536 
Marsh Street, which was built in 
1875, the State Historical Landmark 
Dallidet Adobe at 1185 Pacific St 
and the 1884 Ah Louis Store at 800 
Palm St, originally a supply station 
for the Chinese laborers who built 
the railroad tunnels through the 
mountains of the Cuesta Grade. 

The Madonna Inn, known world-
wide for its elegant and quirky décor, 
has been a stop for visitors since first 
built in 1958. The inn, restaurant and 
over 100 rooms occupy 1000 acres of 
scenic Central Coast land.

The historic Carnegie Library 
on Monterey Street is home to the 
History Center of San Luis Obispo. 
Built in 1905, the library is one 
in a chain of over 1600 libraries 
funded by the United States by 
Scottish-American businessman and 
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. 
The SLO Carnegie Museum is one 
of three still standing and in use on 
the Central Coast. The other two are 
located in Lompoc and Paso Robles.

There are many things to discover around SLO

San Luis Obispo
San Luis Obispo Botanical 
Gardens

Gardeners and outdoor 
enthusiasts are not left out. The San 
Luis Obispo Botanical gardens, on 
Highway 1 near Dairy Creek Road 
is the only garden in the United 
States exclusively featuring plants 
and ecosystems from the five 
Mediterranean climates in the world. 
The design includes miles of paved 
trails and shady resting spots and a 
variety of other activities.

Hiking and cycling
The city’s Parks and Recreation 

Department operates several parks 
that span 7000 acres of breathtaking 
views and hiking trails. Visit the 
website for the City of San Luis 
Obispo for park maps details about 
the ease or difficulty of the trails.

The city has over 75 miles of bike 
paths and what better way for cycling 
enthusiasts to enjoy a vacation. San 
Luis Obispo was designated a Bicycle 
Friendly Community by the League 
of American Bicyclists in 2007. Visit 
bikeslocounty.org for cycling maps 
for the City of San Luis Obispo, wine 
trails and other locations in San Luis 
Obispo County.

Attractions & Tours
Sidecar Tours Inc.
The World's First and Only Tandem 
Sidecar Experience. We combine the 
freedom of the open road with a one-
of-a-kind thrilling adventure. 6238 
Orcutt Rd., San Luis Obispo, 
sidecartoursinc.com, 951-840-0931

Dining & Food
Big Sky Cafe
Big Sky Cafe sources their organic 
fruits and vegetables and farmstead 
cheeses, olive oils, and vintage 
vinegars from local farmers and 
ranchers to create fresh market dishes 
daily. It’s no wonder that they appeal 
to food lovers! 1121 Broad St, San Luis 
Obispo, bigskycafe.com, 
(805) 545-5401

Louisa’s Place
Voted the county’s “Best Breakfast” 
over 15 times. Open every day from 
6am-3pm. Serving up a huge selection 
of classic breakfast and lunch items 
as well as vegetarian, gluten free 
and vegan options. We’ll see you 
there! Located at 964 Higuera St. in 
Downtown SLO, louisasplace.com, 
(805) 541-0227
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For a map of San Luis Obispo area
 wineries, please see page 24

San Luis Obispo

Mistura & Mama's Meatballs
Each creation at Mistura treasures 
traditional elements of Peruvian 
cuisine by using Andean Native 
ingredients and locally sourced 
natural free range meats, sustainable 
seafood, and fresh organic produce. 
The food respects our land and seeks 
to transcend culinary aspects while 
providing high nutritional value.  
570 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 
misturarestaurants.com,  
(805) 439-3292

Splash Cafe & Artisan Bakery
Breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Comfortable, affordable & delicious. 
Full service bakery. Open daily 7 
a.m.-8:30 p.m. 1491 Monterey St., 
splashcafe.com, (805) 544-7567

The Broad Street Giant 
Grinder
East Coast flavor on the Central 
Coast! In addition to 18” hot and cold 
sandwiches, they have salads, pickles, 
chips, homemade cookies, and drinks, 
including beer and wine. Enjoy on 
their dog-friendly patio or take your 
Grinder on adventures. 1901 Broad St, 
SLO, giantgrinderslo.com,  
805) 543–6700

Golf
Dairy Creek Golf Course SLO
Dairy Creek Golf Course and Event 
Center is located 10 minutes North of 
San Luis Obispo. This 9-hole links-style 
course has the best practice facility in 
SLO County with a driving range, short 
game areas, putting greens, and a new 
Toptracer Range. 2990 Dairy Creek Rd., 
SLO, dairycreekslo.com, 
(805) 782-8060

Real Estate
Gabe Davis Real Estate - 
Compass
He is a confident and well experienced 
Realtor helping clients get top dollar 
for their listing and teaching buyers 
how to create the winning offer. He 
even covers the cost of photography 
and staging! 444 Higera St., 
gabedavisre.com, (805) 316-1108

Shopping
Closet Candy Boutique  
By Caroline
Shop online for the fashionista in you. 
Affordable and fun, come shop for 
a friend, family, or spoil yourself. Be 
the girl who just went for it! Stylish.
closetcandyboutique.com, Call For a 
personal shopping stylist, 
(805) 464-1058

The History Center of San 
Luis Obispo,  near the historic 

Carnegie Library.

Coastal Dispensary
Coastal embodies the California 
spirit of freedom. They're passionate 
about California and cannabis and 
pride themselves in their high 
quality, locally-sourced product 
selection. You'll find unique ways to 
explore and discover the benefits 
of cannabis, browsing by category, 
effect, or most popular. Order online, 
we deliver to you! coastalcalifornia.
com, (805) 476-3420

Megan’s Organic Market
Megan’s Organic Market is SLO’s #1 
adult-use cannabis retail shop. They 
carry the widest selection of high 
quality products in the county, from 
customer-favorites to unique and 
hard-to-find gems. Check out their 
shop today! 280 S. Higuera St., SLO, 
megansorganicmarket.com, 
(805) 592-1420
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VOTED NEW TIMES
BEST DISPENSARY
BEST NEW BUSINESS
BEST BUDTENDER
BEST PLACE TO BUY CBD!

SCAN FOR DEALS

10% OFF for new customers

Flower, vapes, pre-rolls, topicals, 
tinctures, edibles and more!

OPEN 9AM-8PM    |     280 HIGUERA STREET, SLO    |     805.592.1420
        MEGANSORGANICMARKET.COM        

CANNABIS DISPENSARY

Lic#  C10-0000728-LIC
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San Luis Obispo

www.BigSkyCafe.com
(805) 545-5401

1121 Broad Street,
San Luis Obispo

Take an exhilarating ride with Sidecar Tours 

Enjoy a unique tour through 
wine country in a vintage-

looking motorcycle sidecar! Sidecar 
Tours sports a fleet of motorcycles 
with sidecars and knowledge-
able friendly guides dressed to 
the nines in dapper vintage attire, 
ready to show you to some of the 
most gorgeous spots in the heart of 
California's wine country. 

Seeing a sidecar is rare and so is 
the opportunity to take a ride and 
experience the thrill of the road 
with the wind in your hair. There 
are many ways to get out and about 
to see the sights in San Luis Obispo 
County. Breathtaking landscapes of 
open spaces, ranch and farm lands, 
back roads to travel, farm stands, 
wineries, breweries and distilleries 
to visit. Why not experience it all 
through adventures in a sidecar? 

The sidecar first appeared in 
1893 when French army officer, 
Jean Bertoux, created it in response 
to a competition put on by his local 
newspaper. The winning design 
created a way for an additional 
passenger to comfortably ride 
along next to a motorcycle. After 
1903, American companies started 
producing sidecars straight into the 
hands of people who needed them. 
Currently, Sidecar Tours, Inc. is the 
only tandem sidecar tour in the 
world. 

Sidecar Tours takes pride in 
delivering an intimate, distin-
guished and luxurious experience. 
The team’s focus is on creating an 
immersive tour which is perfectly 
suited for smaller groups. Riding 
in a sidecar along the backroads 
is perfect for a special adventure, 
celebrating a birthday, anniversary 
or a special date. What an exciting 
way to pop the question!

The motorcycles are Ural WWII 
inspired bikes which maintain an 
eccentric vintage style and give 
passengers an idea of how the first 
sidecar passengers must have felt. 
The drivers can handle groups as 

small as two and up to twenty for a 
fun and relaxing time. 

The company, founded a little 
over three years ago, started with 10 
bikes in Temecula, California and 
quickly expanded though southern 
California and into Baja. Today 
the company can be found in Paso 

Robles, San Luis Obispo, other 
locations in California,  Honolulu 
and into the Pacific Northwest. 

Co-Owner A.J. Mara shared, 
“What makes our tours so appeal-
ing is that it's a new unique way to 
not only experience wine country, 
but enjoy the breathtaking views of 

the local area. Our ultimate goal is 
to elevate the customer experience, 
whisk them away on an unforgetta-
ble adventure, and create memories 
that will last a lifetime." 

Sidecar Tours loves to preserve 
the fun and also offers add-ons 
which make it a more memo-
rable experience. The drivers take 
pictures and video throughout the 
two to three hour tours and weaves 
them into a video montage high-
lighting the special moments. They 
also offer fun character drawings of 
the passengers as a memento. 

See what the excitement is about 
and schedule a day on the road to 
experience some of the area’s great-
est treasures. The bike will whisk 
you on an unforgettable adventure 
through the most scenic and tran-
quil surroundings.

To book a tour and for more 
information visit Sidecar Tours at 
sidecartoursinc.com or call 
(951) 840-0931.

—Cassandra Frey

Make memories 
in a vintage-style 

motorcycle sidecar on 
the Central Coast
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San Luis Obispo

Always game responsibly. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
Copyright ©2021 Chumash Casino Resort

Welcome to Freedom

Coastal Delivery brings cannabis 
products straight to your door

Sincere and knowledgeable staff helps guide you in each unique situation

Coastal Delivery is a highly-
rated local cannabis dispen-

sary delivery service that has been 
supplying the entire Central Coast 
since 2019. The business special-
izes in a wide variety of high-grade 
products sourced from trusted 
brands throughout the state. The 
team has a solid understanding of 
the cannabis industry. Coastal De-
livery also offers a rewards system 
for earning points for every dollar 
spent and provides memberships 
giving customers access to exclusive 
specials, promotions and double 
points.

Long gone are the days of 
mostly seed and stem buds that 
are harsh and weak. Reach new 
horizons across the spectrum of 

aromas from fruity to sweet, and 
sour to skunky. Coastal Delivery 
handles the most flavorful of strains 
that reach for new heights with 
their collections of superb quality, 

lab-tested cannabis brands.  
Every person is unique in their 

needs, along with their consumable 
products, Coastal Delivery offers 
topical remedies which are slowly 

absorbed into the body through the 
skin with things like soaps, bath 
salts, lotions, creams and ointments 
or sprays. If you just like to smoke 
something, enjoy the perfectly pre-
rolled joints, or try some of their 
delicious cannabis-infused edibles 
which offer a large variety of op-
tions from chocolates to gummies. 

Coastal Delivery has a super-
dedicated team founded on 
excellent customer service. The 
fully versed and well-educated 
staff can enlighten customers on 
all the many cannabis products 
and their intended effects. Coastal 
Delivery is continuously analyzing 
their product selection to meet the 
needs of customers, as well as, offer 
new and fresh products hitting the 



slovisitorsguide.com    WINTER 2021-22          19

San Luis Obispo

Always game responsibly. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
Copyright ©2021 Chumash Casino Resort

Welcome to Freedom

market. Delivery drivers are always 
following all the latest Covid-19 
guidelines and protocols. 

With quite a few cannabis and 
delivery services popping up it can 
be difficult to pick which one to buy 
from. Coastal Delivery, ensures fair 
prices for top-shelf goodies and is 
highly rated on review platforms 
such as weedmaps for their world 
class customer service. As an 
on-demand delivery service, the 
delivery time can range from 1-2 
hours; however, during peak times 

it could be slightly longer. Custom-
ers are encouraged to get their 
orders in early, and if you have a 
specific need, there is a space on the 
website to leave a note. Each order 
also offers text message updates all 
along the way.

Shop online with Coastal Deliv-
ery at coastalcalifornia.com or call 
them at (805) 476-3420. Hours are 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.- 8:50 
p.m., Sunday 11 a.m.-7:50 p.m.

-Cassandra Frey

Tournaments

www.dairycreekslo.com

Toptracer Range

go

lf

FORE  

Fun

e v e r y o n e

Info & Reservations

(805) 782-8060

Events
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Fifties-style diner in downtown
San Luis Obispo is local favorite

Louisa’s Place: 
The breakfast 

champion

Longevity is typically a rare and 
hard-won battle in the restau-

rant industry, and it’s no different in 
San Luis Obispo. One of those pre-
cious few is Louisa’s Place, a classic 
fifties-style diner and a San Luis 
Obispo favorite for more 50 years. 
Originally opened as the “Best Ever 
Grill” in 1958 the diner was pur-
chased in 1976 by a woman named 
Louise Webb, “Louisa’s” became an 
instant success. Purchased by the 
Sweeney family in 1991, Louisa’s 
has remained a local icon for good, 
solid breakfast, lunch and connect-

ing with friends. Aubrey Pyle, the 
newest owner, recently took over 
Louisa’s from Scott Sweeney.

Breakfast 
is a 
specialty

There are 
26 omelets 
on the menu 
along with 
the “build-
your-own” 
option. 
There are 
also pancakes, local sausage, bacon, 
waffles (they are famous for their 
bacon Belgian waffles, with gener-
ous chunks of actual, house-cooked 
bacon folded into the batter), oat-
meal, breakfast burritos and huevos 
rancheros. The menu goes on and 
on including a full offering of lunch 
items like burgers and salads.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is 

compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal 
may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and 

square footage are approximate. If your property is currently listed for sale this is not a solicitation.

Now is your chance to 
own a home in America’s 
Happiest Town. 
Call me today!

Experienced, Driven, and Tech-Savy 
Agent Eager To Help New Clients!

Call or Text Anytime!

Gabe Davis
Realtor® DRE# 02149531
(805) 316-1108
Gabe@GabeDavisRE.com
www.GabeDavisRE.com

No fads, just good, 
home-style cooking

Judging by the line 
out the door and the 
packed seating on any 
given weekend, Louisa’s is 
clearly the place for most 
people. Dine-in or call 
ahead for takeout. Private 
parties and catering are 
available, including for 
breakfast! Breakfast and 

lunch served daily from 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Start your day—or after-
noon—out right.

Louisa’s Place is located at 964 
Higuera St. in downtown SLO, call 
(805) 541-0227or visit louisasplace.com 
for more information.
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www.MisturaRestaurants.com
805.439.3292

570 Higuera Street
San Luis Obispo • CA

Fusion Peruvian Cuisine

Fine Dining, Catering & Take Out  

mistura.management@gmail.com

Sustainability • Fresh Seafood

Farm-To-Table • Locally Sourced

Hand Picked Organic Produce
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Visit San Luis Obispo’s unique museums
San Luis Obispo offers some of 

the best and most varied muse-
ums in the area for history, art, lo-
cal culture, events and activities for 
all ages. Each museum provides a 
special view of the region’s history, 
and culture. In San Luis Obispo, 
there’s a museum for every interest.

The museums are requiring face 
coverings and 6’ social distancing 
and following San Luis Obispo 
County and State of California 
guidelines.

San Luis Obispo Museum of 
Art

Every experience at SLOMA 
delivers a unique view of the artistic 
and creative side of the region’s life-
style and interests. Exhibits include 
all manner of artwork, paintings, 
sculpture, photography, fine crafts 
and a permanent collection that 
defines the roles of artists that are 
important to the local region and to 
California. Along with the exhibits, 
community programs include films, 
concerts, art talks, and educational 
programs. Admission is free to the 
museum but there may be a fee for 
some of the events and activities.

The museum sponsors free 
community activities such as 
Second Saturday of every month 
when anyone can participate in 
free art-making activities from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Art and About from 5-8 
p.m. the first Friday of every month 
is a self-guided art walk through 
downtown San Luis Obispo giving 
the community an opportunity 
to experience visual, literary, and 
performing art in various venues.

Museum Circle members enjoy 
invite-only events, tours, and travel 
opportunities with an opportunity 
to travel to Venice, Italy in April 
2022 for remarkable access to some 
of Venice’s famous art.  

The Art Museum is located at 1010 
Broad St, San Luis Obispo and open 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. For more information 
about current events, programs and 
membership call (805) 543-8562 or visit 
sloma.org.

History Center of San Luis 
Obispo County

The History Center of San Luis 

Obispo County, 
reopen as of July 1, 
has been a favorite 
place for histo-
rians for more 
than 60 years. A 
vast collection 
of correspon-
dence, newspapers, 
directories, maps, 
and photographs is a 
resource for historical and 
genealogical research in San Luis 
Obispo County. The exhibits are 
opportunities to explore the history 
of the area as it leads to today’s 
lifestyles and cultures.

The museum is located at 696 
Monterey Street. Hours are Wed-Mon 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Learn more about 
ongoing lectures, events and exhibits at 
historycenterslo.org or by calling (805) 
543-0638.

Central Coast Veterans 
Memorial Museum

The Veteran’s Museum honors 
all veterans or all generations, with 
emphasis on those from the Central 
Coast. The collections and displays 
include military artifacts from 
WWI to today, historical memo-
rabilia, and a research library. The 
Central Coast Veterans Memorial 
Museum is the only Central Coast 
site certified by the Library of Con-
gress for recording interviews for 
the Veterans History Project.

Located at 
801 Grand 
Avenue, the 
museum 
is open 
Wed-Sat 
from 

10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

For more 
information visit 

vetmuseum.org or 
call (805) 543-1763.

The San Luis Obispo 
Children’s Museum

For families with young 
children, check out the San Luis 
Obispo Children’s Museum. From 
miniature sets to inspire imagina-
tions, to the hands-on activities, 
there is no shortage of fun learning 
here. Many of the exhibits are more 
than what they seem and children 
and adults alike will delight in new 
discoveries.

The Shop is filled for the 
holidays with items such as plushes 
from Jellycat, kinetic sand, and the 
ever-popular squishy dinos. 

Masking and distance guide-
lines remain in effect. Reserva-
tions are encouraged and can be 
made through the website. Visitors 
are also encouraged to read the 
museum’s Open & Safe policies on 
the website. 

New hours are: Fri-Sat 10 a.m.-

noon and 2-4 p.m. Closed from 1-2 
p.m. for cleaning. Mon and Thu 10 
a.m.-noon. Closed Tue and Wed.  

Located at 1010 Nipomo St. in San 
Luis Obispo. For more information call 
(805) 544-5437 or visit slocm.org.

San Luis Obispo Railroad 
Museum

The San Luis Obispo Railroad 
Museum has it all, from the first 
narrow-gauge Pacific Coast Railway 
that carried people and goods from 
Avila to San Luis Obispo, through 
the arrival of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad in around 22 years later in 
1896, to modern times. The exhibits 
include a variety of railroad cars 
and railroad equipment, including 
a 1926 Pullman observation car. 
The museum presents a variety of 
displays and artifacts that cover 
railroads and railroad topics such as 
Surf, Santa Maria Valley, Southern 
Pacific, Amtrak, Port San Luis, the 
Pacific Coast Railway, Orchard 
Express, Union Pacific, and more. 
A variety of community events are 
hosted throughout the year.

The museum, located at 1940 Santa 
Barbara Avenue, is open every Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is 
$5 for adults, $3 for children, with kids 
under 3 admitted for free. For more in-
formation, see slorrm.com or call (805) 
548-1894. Visitors are encouraged to 
visit the website for the most recent visi-
tor’s information.
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Go wine tasting in San Luis Obispo’s Edna Valley
Winetasting 

destination is 
only minutes from 
Downtown SLO

Edna Valley is a charming coastal 
valley located just south of the 

city of San Luis Obispo and north 
of Arroyo Grande that boasts doz-
ens of vineyards and wineries.

With its gentle sunshine, cool 
maritime fog and rich oceanic 
and volcanic soils, the Edna Valley 
appellation has California’s longest 
growing season.

Driving the back roads of San 
Luis Obispo County’s picturesque 
Edna Valley is spectacular any 
time of the year with its rolling 
hills and vineyards, panoramic 
views, and historic school houses 
and barns.

San Luis Obispo & South County Wine Tasting

Taste a beautiful array 
of wines in a historic 
schoolhouse

Traveling down Orcutt Road 
from downtown San Luis Obispo, 
the Baileyana Tasting Room is 
the first you will encounter as you 
enter the Edna Valley. Housed in 
the historic Independence School-

house built in 1909, the Tasting 
Room is the home of Baileyana, 
Tangent, True Myth and Zocker 
brands.

Charming both inside and out, 
this Tasting Room offers wine 
tasting experiences designed to 
accommodate all visitors. With 
around 35 different white, red and 
Rosé wines to choose from, there 

are wines for every palette, wheth-
er the guest is a first-time wine 
taster or a wine expert. For those 
willing to adventure and discover, 
an amazing experience awaits!  
With extensive picnic grounds and 
views, the tasting room is family-
friendly and provides a memorable 
and fun experience for every guest.

Our Veteran Winemaker Rob 
Takigawa has been with us for 
twenty years, and is focused on 
bringing elegant Chardonnays, 
aromatic whites and Pinot Noir 
wines from the cool Edna Valley 
and powerful reds from the warm-
er Paso Robles to our visitors. 
These wines are rich in story, and 
those stories are brought to our 
visitor’s ears through the engaging 
Tasting Room team.

The Baileyana Tasting Room is 
located at 5828 Orcutt Road, San 
Luis Obispo. It is open from 10 
a.m.- 5 p.m. daily. Reservations are 
required. Please book on Tock or call 
us at (805) 269-8200.

Enjoy vineyard views, picnic areas and bocce ball.
We make great wines for everyone’s palette! Sip on a wide 
range of award-winning wines at our historic Schoolhouse.

OPEN DAILY
RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  RReeqquuiirreedd

10:00 am – 5:00 pm  •  805.269.8200
5828 Orcutt Road, San Luis Obispo, CA

Baileyana.com/taste
Scan to book your reservation now!

Award Winning Wines
Spacious Outdoor Seating

Cheese & Charcuterie Plates

claibornechurchill.com · 805-544-4066
2649 Carpenter Canyon Road · San Luis Obispo

Open Daily 12pm - 5pm
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San Luis Obispo & South County Wine Tasting

Wine, grappa, and apple 
brandy at Autry Cellars

Nestled in the heart of Edna 
Valley, overlooking rows of 
vineyards and a 40-mile stretch of 
the Santa Lucia mountain range is 
Autry Cellars. Owner and artisan 
winemaker Steve Autry and his 
tasting room staff pour wine va-
rietals, brandy, and grappa borne 
from some of the best grapes 
selected from across the region, 
along with his signature apple 
brandy.

Autry Cellars’ informal, unpre-
tentious tasting room is, “decorat-
ed in early American warehouse” 
style, jokes Autry.  However, don’t 
be deceived by the modest décor.  
In this tasting room visitors can 
experience superb wine varietals 
ranging from best selling petite 
sirah to malbec and viognier.  In 
addition, you can taste gold medal 
best-in-class grappa and silver 
medal winning American oak and 
Hungarian oak brandies, awarded 
by the California Mid-State Fair.  

With over 18 years of wine-
making experience, Autry became 
a commercial winemaker 10 years 
ago and a fully licensed brandy 
distiller in 2012.  A visit to Autry 
Cellars is about discovery.  He says 
people who visit his tasting room, 
“come for the wine and discover 
the brandy.”  At Autry Cellars, 
visitors gain access to impres-
sive wines and brandies that are 
available exclusively in the tasting 
room. Every wine is unique, and 
each is produced only in small 
quantities.

Visit Autry Cellars tasting room 
at 5450-B Edna Road in San Luis 
Obispo; open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, 
autrycellars.com, (805) 546-8669.

Check out Claiborne and 
Churchill

Claiborne & Churchill, still 
run by original owners Clai-
borne Thompson and Fredericka 
Churchill Thompson, has been 

producing Alsatian-style “alterna-
tive whites” in San Luis Obispo 
since 1983. In 1995, Clay and 
Fredericka built their pioneering, 
eco-friendly strawbale-constructed 
winery and opened their tasting 
room in the Edna Valley, and over 
the years they have expanded their 
picturesque garden area to accom-
modate more guests and larger 
parties for tastings and seasonal 
events.

Upscale indoor renovations 
to the winery’s welcoming tasting 
room, which is, to the delight of 
visitors, right in the barrel room, 
allow the popular producer to 
accommodate more visitors 
comfortably. For guests who are 
interested in holding their own 
private parties at the winery, they 
take reservations for small, special 
events such as birthday, anniver-

sary, and graduation parties.
Their guest cottage is perfect 

for couples hitting the road for 
a weekend, for parents visiting 
students at Cal Poly, or for anyone 
just looking for a relaxing “get-
away.” The unit is available for va-
cation rental through the VRBO/
Homeaway website, or by emailing 
elizabeth@claibornechurchill.com. 

Centrally located in SLO Wine 
Country, Claiborne & Churchill’s 
vacation property is only a ten-
minute drive from Pismo Beach, 
San Luis Obispo, or Arroyo 
Grande, and a fifteen-minute drive 
to Cal Poly.

Visit the tasting room at 2649 
Carpenter Canyon Rd., in San Luis 
Obispo’s Edna Valley; open every 
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (except 
major holidays), laibornechurchill.
com, (805) 544-4066.
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Take a drive away from the beaten 
paths of Hwy. 101 and Hwy. 1 and 

discover the quiet paradise of Avila 
Beach. The oceanside community 
offers something for every interest 
and all ages from quiet romantic 
weekends to beaches, hiking trails, 
kid and pet friendly parks, shopping, 
great food, golfing and hot springs. 
Choose from the many hotels and 
enjoy family meals or a sunset 
dinner at an oceanfront restaurant. 
This delightful small town rests at 
the edge of San Luis Obispo Bay. 
The San Luis Obispo Creek empties 
into the bay at Avila Beach providing 
views of native wildlife along with 
the region's unique marine life. The 
nearby Avila Beach Bird Sanctuary 
is great for bird watching any time 
of year and especially during bird 
migrations.

Attractions
Piers in Avila Beach
Avila Beach boasts three piers, two 
historic piers and a private pier that 
houses the California Polytechnic State 
University’s Center for Marine Sciences. 
The Harford Pier, built in 1873, was used 
for shipping before the railroad arrived. 
The pier also has a romantic history as 
a liquor smuggling hotspot during the 
1920s. Today, the pier is occupied by 
commercial fishing and restaurants and 
is open to pier-fishing. 
Avila Beach Pier was built in 1908 and 
was an important for fishing and ocean-

Avila Beach

bound passenger transportation. It has 
been partially closed to foot traffic since 
2015 due to storm damage. 
For information about the piers, call 
(805) 595-5400.

Fishing
Personal boats and kayaks can be 
launched from Olde Port Beach, a 
public hoist at Harford Pier and two 
additional hoists are made accessible to 
the public by the Port San Luis Harbor 
District. To arrange use of either the 
trailer boat launch for boats up to 28’ 
feet, or the mobile hoist for larger boats 
call the harbor district at 
(805) 595-7895.

Hiking
The Bob Jones Trail starts at the 
trailhead on Ontario Road and wanders 
along the San Luis Obispo Creek. The 
paved trail, about three miles from 
trailhead to downtown Avila Beach, is 
a mostly smooth hike or bike ride with 
benches along the way.

Outdoor Activities
Avila Valley Barn
Avila Valley Barn is a local favorite! 
Find fresh, local produce, amazing 
homemade bakery goodies, gift shops, 
delicious deli and sweet shop, farm 
animals, and much more. Also, visit 
Gopher Glen for organic apples and 
fresh pressed cider and hard ciders. 560 
Avila Beach Dr. avilavalleybarn.com, 
(805) 595-2816

Family Fun for Everyone
Visit the farm animals Visit the farm animals 
Local produce Local produce 
Baked goodiesBaked goodies
Gift shopGift shop
Chicken shackChicken shack
& sweet shop& sweet shop
   and so much more...

Open Daily

560 Avila Beach Dr, SLO • (805) 595-2816
www.avilavalleybarn.com
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Pismo Beach, 
Shell Beach & Oceano

The beach cities of Pismo Beach, 
Shell Beach and Oceano join 

Grover Beach to offer a 15-mile 
stretch of beach for long walks, 
watching shore birds and marine life, 
enjoying tide pools or just sitting on 
the sand and feeling the breeze and 
sun. Enjoy views of the historic Pismo 
Beach Pier and take advantage of a 
variety of water sports like kayaking 
and surfing. Green spaces with trails 
and panoramic ocean views include 
Dinosaur Caves Park, Chumash Park 
featuring coastal wetlands, Margo 
Dodd Park, and the Pismo Preserve. 
Millions of Monarch butterflies 
migrate to the Monarch Butterfly 
Grove in the cool months. 

Pismo Beach and its companion 
communities provide lodging for 
every budget. Enjoy the iconic 
wholesome food and fine wines that 
are hallmarks for San Luis Obispo 

County. Gifts, original art, clothes, 
jewelry and décor can all be found 
tucked away in the many galleries 
and shops. A day or more exploring 
Pismo Beach gives a lifetime of 
memories.

Attractions 
Dinosaur Caves Park 

Located at the corner of Cliff 
Street and Shell Beach Road, this 
11-acre park is popular with walkers, 
photographers, dog lovers, joggers 
and fishing enthusiasts. Observe 
dolphins, whales, sea otters and 
other sea life as well as sea and shore 
birds such as gulls, cormorants, and 
Peregrine falcons. Reservations may 
be required for group events. Visit 
pismobeach.org/288/Dinosaur-Caves-
Park for more information. 

Oceano Dunes
Thousands flock to the Oceano 

Dunes State Recreational Park to 
camp along the ocean in tents and 
RVs every week. You can rent and 
ride dune buggies and ATVs on the 
beach and enjoy riding for the entire 
afternoon. There is a small cost per 
vehicle to drive on the beach and it 
is recommended you have a larger 
vehicle before attempting to drive on 
the dry sand; you don’t want to get 
stuck in the dunes. 

Ocean views
Pismo Beach is home to several 

parks with beautiful, panoramic 
views of the Pacific Ocean and birds 
and marine life that live and migrate 
through the Central Coast. A few of 
the most popular parks with exquisite 
views, trails, places to rest, picnic and 
enjoy the scenery include: 

• Chumash Park covers 38-acres of 
wetlands, willows, oaks and is home 
to a rich variety of birds and wildlife. 
Bring a camera. Leashed dogs are 
welcome.

• Eldwayen Ocean Park meanders 
over a mile along the bluffs and 
has stairs down to the beach and 
the tidepools. Check a tide chart to 
visit during low tide to explore the 
tidepools.

• Margo Dodd Park, located on 
a bluff above the ocean includes 
breathtaking panoramas of the 
ocean, beaches and surrounding 
areas. Bring binoculars and a camera. 
Walk the sandy beach to a tidepool at 
the end of Pier Street. 

Hiking and scenic walks at 
the Pismo Preserve

The preserve provides over 11 
miles of trails wandering through 
880-acres of oak woodlands and 
coastal ridges and some of the most 
stunning panoramic views of the 
Pacific Ocean and surrounding land 
and beaches. Trails are marked for 
the direction of travel. Park is open 
weekdays from sunup to sunset. 

Price Historical Park
This four-acre park and open 

space provides hiking trails 
and a class 1 bike trail. The park 
incorporates a self-guided history 
walk recognizing Chumash culture 
and the history of missions and Pismo 
Beach. The gated Meherin House 
and Price Anniversary House, built by 
Pismo Beach founder, John Michael 
Price, are also located in this park. 
Visit 365 days a year during daylight. 
For additional information call Pismo 
Beach Recreation Division 
(805) 773-7039.

Pismo Beach Pier
This 1,200-foot pier is a major fishing 
attraction. For serious recreation, try 
kayaking, surfing, or scuba diving. For 
a more relaxed afternoon walk the 
pier and then head to the downtown 
area for shopping.

Beach 
Attire  
for the 
Whole 
Family

Ashtie's Beach Shack

Souvenirs, Boutique Clothing 
Beach Blankets, Toys and More

805-295-5055 • 240 Pomeroy Ave. Pismo Beach
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Pismo Beach

Antique Shops
Pismo Pickers Antiques 
& Vintages
Pismo Pickers is a great place to shop 
for vintage collectibles & antiques. 
With many vendors, they have items 
you're looking for from the Fab 40's, 
the Hip 50's, Cosmic 60's or Cool 
70's & all the vinyl. 537 Five Cities 
Dr., Pismo Beach, facebook.com/
PismoBeachAntiquesandVintage, 
(805) 773-3777

Dining & Food
Brad’s Restaurant
Award-winning clam chowder, best 
tri-tip sandwiches in SLO County, BBQ 
Buffalo Clams. Dine inside or on the 
patio. 1 block from the ocean. 209 
Pomeroy, Downtown Pismo Beach, 
(805) 773-6165

Cracked Crab
Cracked Crab serves the finest 
seafood available, in a most casual 
style. Located at 751 Price St, Pismo 
Beach, opened Sunday-Thursday 11 
a.m. - 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday 11 
a.m. - 10 p.m. CrackedCrab.com, 
(805) 773-CRAB

Oasis Mediterranean
Moroccan cuisine with layers of 
flavors, from vegan, vegetarian, 
and seafood dishes. Perfect spices 
that tantalize the palate taking your 
tastebuds to a new level. Enjoy the 
Moroccan experience at events with 
Chef Karim's catering. 1351 Price St., 
Pismo Beach, oasispismo.com 
(805) 295-6826

Splash Cafe
This restaurant is a must-stop and 
is popular with the locals. There is 
often a line out the door to get clam 
chowder in a bread bowl. Pismo 
Beach is called the “Clam Capital of 
the World,” so you shouldn’t leave 
without trying a bowl. 197 Pomeroy, 
Pismo Beach, splashcafe.com,  
(805) 773-4653

Shopping
Ashtie’s Beach Shack
Ashtie’s Beach Shack on Pomeroy in 
Pismo Beach is a gift, souvenir and 
clothing shop for the whole family. 
There’s an assortment of trendy beach 
clothes, bathing suits (perfect since 
it’s just up from the beach), sandals 
(dressy and flip flops) and loads of fun 
sparkly baubles. Come on in and see 
for yourself what Ashtie’s has for you! 
240 Pomeroy Avenue, Pismo Beach, 
(805) 295-5055

California Fresh Market
California Fresh Market provides 
groceries to the local community. 
Organic, Specialty, and Gourmet 
products. Full Service Deli & Bakery, 
Full Service Meat & Seafood, Specialty 
Wines & Cheeses, Unique Gifts and 
so much more! californiafreshmarket.
com, 555 Five Cities Dr., Pismo Beach, 
CA 93449, (805) 295-7162; 771 
Foothill Blvd., San Luis Obispo, CA 
93405, (805) 250-1425

Thomas Kinkade Gallery
A showcase of Thomas Kinkade’s 
famous works both new and classic. 
Ask to see his lesser known pieces as 

well. Experience the many beautiful 
styles of Kinkade’s artwork. 500 
Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 
(805) 773-9424

Vacation Rentals
Beach Bum Holiday Rentals
Offering wonderful accommodations. 
We make sure that your visit is one 
to remember whether traveling 
for pleasure or in need of a long 
term residence, we offer beautifully 
decorated houses, condominiums or 
cottages. Visit us at PismoVacation.
Rentals or call toll free (866) 737-7367
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Monarch butterflies are returning 
to the Central Coast

Monarchs population 
reaches encouraging 

numbers

From late October to February 
the Western Monarch Butterfly 
overwinters along the California 
coast and the Pismo Beach Mon-
arch Butterfly Grove is one of the 
five overwintering sites. In recent 
years declines in the population 
of the vibrant orange and black 
butterfly has concerned scientists, 
but this year, 2021, the Pismo 
Beach grove reports over 22,000 
butterflies are filling the trees and 
that count may increase when 
the official population count gets 
underway.

The declining monarch 
butterfly population has been a 
concern for scientists and but-
terfly enthusiasts since 2014 when 
a dramatic decline was observed 
in butterflies hibernating in 
Mexico. Scientists attribute the 
decline to the disappearance of 
the monarch milkweed plant, the 
only plant the monarch caterpillar 
will eat. Statewide 1995 butterflies 
were counted in January 2020, a 
chilling drop from the millions of 
Monarchs that used to overwinter 
at the various California sites.

The Xerxes Society, which 
conducts an annual Monarch but-

terfly count between Thanksgiv-
ing and early December, estimates 
that the 2021 count will be over 
50,000. The reports don't consider 
this growing population as a 
recovery but it is an encouraging 
increase.

Monarch butterflies leave their 
overwintering sites in the spring 
to breed and migrate north as far 
as Canada. They breed and hatch 
several generations on their way 
north, each generation living 
only a short time except for the 
last generation, which returns to 
their overwintering groves. The 
Western Monarch overwinters 
along the California Coast. The 
Monarch butterflies that overwin-
ter in Mexico migrate through the 

eastern United States, then return 
to Mexico.

The best spots to see and learn 

more about the Monarch butterfly 
on the Central Coast are the 
Pismo Beach Butterfly Grove and 
the grove at Morro Bay State Park. 

Visitors to the grove at Pismo 
State Beach, located on State 
Highway 1, are be greeted by 
knowledgeable and well-informed 
volunteer docents offering talks 
and information about the but-
terflies visiting the grove. Call the 
Chamber of Commerce at (805) 
773-4382 for more information.

Visitors can also see the butter-
flies at the Morro Bay State Park. 
The Museum of Natural History, 
located at 20 State Park Rd in 
Morro Bay, is an excellent resource 
for information about Monarchs. 
Call (805) 772-2694 for more 
information.

Come see our extensive collection of rare 
and newly released artwork at your 

local Thomas Kinkade Gallery!

www.KinkadeCentralCoast.com

Ask about our 100% interest-free financing

Pismo Beach • 500 Cypress, Ste. 5 • (805) 773-9424
solvang • 1634 Copenhagen • (805) 693-8337
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537 Five Cities Dr. Pismo Beach | 805.773.3777

Open Daily

NEW 
ARRIVALS 
DAILY

Vintage Clothing, 
Coins, Jewelry, 
Fishing Gear, 
Furniture, Toys, 
Glassware, Tools 
& Memorabilia 
and a Huge 
Selection of Vinyl

Pismo Beach, Shell Beach, Oceano

Splash Café keeps ‘em coming back

Splash Café – the popular eatery 
known worldwide for its award-

winning clam chowder has two lo-
cations – the original Pismo Beach 
eatery and second location in San 
Luis Obispo with a full-service bak-
ery. In addition to these two cafes, 
Splash ships the chowder nation-
ally, distributes in Costco stores and 
other restaurants, and has started a 
food product line. 

Pismo Beach destination
Splash Café in Pismo Beach 

is one of the longest standing 
restaurants on the Central Coast. 
A popular destination since 1989 
and one of the busiest restaurants 

on the coast, Splash serves over 
40,000 gallons of clam chowder at 
this location in one year than other 
seafood restaurants serve in their 
lifetime! The Pismo Beach location 

is a certified landmark and the 
place that truly represents Classic 
California

Monterey Street in SLO
Nestled between Cal Poly and 

the hustle of Downtown San Luis 
Obispo sits the second Splash Café 
restaurant. While this location 
offers all of Splash Café’s signature 
menu items, including the Famous 
Clam Chowder, it is also a true 
artisan bakery, featuring freshly 
baked breads, pastries, desserts, and 
custom cakes for all occasions.

Retail Product Line
Joanne’s passion for flavors and 

experimenting in the kitchen has 
grown beyond the two cafes leading 
her to create a food product line 

utilizing all the incredible flavors of 
the central coast. Her carrot pepper 
hot sauce, Raucous Daucus, was the 
first product and created specifi-
cally for the creamy Clam Chowder. 
Then followed a trio of smoky spice 
rubs intended for year-round grill-
ing: Smoky Espresso, Smoky Citrus 
and Smoky Chimi. Check in at the 
café or the website often to follow 
the current and future creations 
from the flavor innovators at Splash 
Café!

Visit Splash Cafe in Pismo Beach 
at 197 Pomerey Ave. or in San Luis 
Obispo at 1491 Monterey St. For 
hours or more information about 
menus and catering visit  
splashcafe.com or call 
(805) 773-4653.

Iconic eatery serves 
up award-winning 

clam chowder along 
Central Coast

 www.BeachBumReservations.com 

Full Service Management 
for all property needs.

On-line Reservations
Long-term Rentals
Short-term Rentals

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

PISMO BEACH & SURROUNDING AREAS

354 Main, St. Suite A, PismoBeach CA 93449

(805) 773-7194
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Visit Dinosaur Caves Park in Pismo Beach

Dinosaur Cave Park is a beauti-
ful oceanside, all-age and 

dog-friendly open space along 
Shell Beach. In some ways, the park 
continues its original attraction as 
a family destination but today the 
attractions are the playground, the 
picnic area and the trails along the 
bluffs instead of a huge dinosaur 
sculpture and cave tours featured in 
the 1940s.

Visible from Highway 101 this 
park offers exquisite views of the 
Pacific Ocean – an ideal place for 
practicing some photography, 
holding a wedding ceremony and 
for people of all ages to enjoy. 
A trail along the bluffs boasts 

viewing platforms and a spacious 
grass area – a favorite among dog 
owners, it is also a popular picnic 
spot and perfect for various ath-
letic activities. An amphitheater is 
available to rent for events.

Picnic tables next to the play 

area are perfect for enjoying a 
snack or meal or to simply enjoy 
the surroundings. Well-kept bath-
rooms are located by the parking 
lot and parking is free; street 
parking is also available.

In the play area an Orca, dino-

saur and other ocean animals add 
to the theme of the park. Children 
can climb over and into the large 
dinosaur eggs; a tire swing and 
boat promise hours of fun.

Named after a 50-foot metal 
and concrete brontosaurus that 

751 Price Street  •  (805) 773-2722  •  www.CrackedCrab.com751 Price Street  •  (805) 773-2722  •  www.CrackedCrab.com

Serving the Finest Seafood Available,
in a Most Casual Style

Fresh Local Fish Daily Private Dining Available

Pack a picnic, 
bring the entire 

family & enjoy a 
day at the park



32 WINTER 2021-22       slovisitorsguide.com

Chef Karim would be honored to host your 
wedding at the beautiful ocean view venue

Moroccan Cuisine with exploding layers of flavors 
that tantalize the palate to a whole new level

Oasis has been catering  San Luis Obispo Area for over 28 years
oasispismo.com • (805) 295-6826 • 1351Price St., Pismo Beach, CA

Pismo Beach, Shell Beach, Oceano

was a tourist attraction in the 
1940s, the location of this park 
was originally a roadside business 
and cave attraction owned by H. 
Douglas Brown. The dinosaur 
became a target of neighborhood 
complaints and, in the 1960s, 

eventually went the way of its 
prehistoric cousins. The property 
was bought and sold several times 
for different uses and eventually 
acquired by the City of Pismo 
Beach. Through years of volunteer 
efforts, the property eventually 

became the Dinosaur Caves Park 
and officially opened in 2003.

The park is a frequent location 
for public events, including art 
and craft fairs, wine and food 
festivals and concerts.

The park is located at the cor-

ner of Cliff Street and Shell Beach 
Road in Pismo Beach. For more 
information about activities at the 
park call (805) 773-7039 or visit 
pismobeach.org.
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Grover Beach is an outdoor 
lover’s dream with access to 

wide expanses of beach and nearby 
parks and hiking. The town resting 
between Pismo Beach, Oceano and 
Arroyo Grande is one of the area's 
gateways to the many experiences 
and memories that add up to a 
relaxing break in the regular routine.  
Exploring nature, the many open 
spaces and parks, shops, restaurants 
and activities, including nearby 
golf courses, are only a few of the 
attractions that bring visitors back to 
Grover Beach.

Attractions
Skating
The South County Skate Park, 
operated by the City of Grover Beach, 
is located at 1750 Ramona Ave. The 
park is open to skateboarders and 
inline skaters. Helmets and knee and 
elbow pads are required. Call (805) 
473-4568 for more information. 

Hiking and beaches
Grover Beach shares one of the 
longest stretches of beaches in the 
area with Pismo Beach. Close to 15 
miles of open beach is available 
for long beach walks, jogging, or 
exploring the beach and surrounding 
landscapes. 
Grover Beach is also a gateway to 

the many outdoor activities that 
are available. The Grover Beach 
Recreation Department provides 
online trail maps to just about every 
open space in San Luis Obispo 
County. Visit grover.org to download 
the maps.

Golf
Fifteen golf courses are located within 
20 miles of Grover Beach. A few of the 
most popular include: 
•   Pismo Beach Golf Course. This 
ocean front, nine-hole, par 27 
course is located just one mile from 
downtown Grover Beach on LaSage 
Drive. Visit pismobeachgolf.com.
•   Cypress Ridge Golf Course is 
an 18-hold, par 72 course located 
just four miles from the center of 
Grover Beach in Arroyo Grande. Visit 
cypressridge.com for tee times and 
more information. 
•   Blacklake Golf Resort. Play a choice 
of courses on these Nipomo links, 
or practice on the 275 yard driving 
range. Visit blacklake.com for more 
information. 

Dining & Food
Grover Station Grill
Grover Station Grill, overlooking the 
train station, PCH and the beach. 
Join them for great comfort food, 
traditional breakfasts, fantastic 
lunches, and some exciting dishes 

Don’t miss the hidden gems, dunes, golf and parks 
of this laid-back beach town

Grover Beach

to pair with local and boutique beer 
and wines! They're dog friendly on 
their patio. 170 W. Grand Ave., Grover 
Beach, (805) 489-3030

Shopping
Natural Healing Center
Premier cannabis retailer in Grover 
Beach, Morro Bay and SLO. Focusing 
on education and providing state of 
the art facilities with expert 1-on-1 
service, NHC offers a comprehensive 
selection of top-quality products in 
an inclusive atmosphere. 998 Huston 
St. GB, 495 Morro Bay Blvd. MB, 
nhcdispensaries.com, (805) 201-1498

COME RIDE THE PISMO DUNES
197 West Grand Ave • Grover Beach
West Grand Ave. Exit off Hwy 101

3 miles West - Near the Beach

(805) 481-5411
www.bjsatvrentals.com
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The charming village of Arroyo 
Grande showcases its history 

through the variety of buildings 
and historical landmarks that 
line the streets, many housing 
restaurants, shops and museums. 
The shops include antiques, specialty 
and boutique goods and gifts. 
Restaurants range from bakeries, cozy 
cafes and coffee houses, to family 
dining for every food preference.

Attractions
The Swinging Bridge

The Swinging Bridge in the 
Village of Arroyo Grande, spanning 
the Arroyo Grande Creek, is the 
only remaining bridge of its kind in 
California. Originally built in 1875, 
the bridge was reconstructed in 1995 
after it was destroyed by a fallen tree.

Open-air historical 
experiences

• The Santa Manuela School 
House, a one-room school that held 
classes from 1901 until 1957

• The Paulding History House, 
a registered California Historic 
Resource at 551 Crown Hill Road, was 
built in 1889.

Visit the South County Historical 
Society at southcountyhistory.org 
more information about the Heritage 
House Museum, the Barn Museum, 
the IOOF Historic Hall and other 
Arroyo Grande historical resources.

Farm fresh foods 
The town is surrounded by 

agricultural land and small farms that 
grow fresh, farm-to-fork, fruits and 
vegetables. Many of these essential 
farms offer produce and fresh farm 
goods at roadside stands.

Farmer’s market
If you’re in town on Wednesday, 

don’t miss the Farmer’s Market 
at 1464 East Grand Avenue. Take 
your pick of fresh local farm fare, 
vegetables, fruit, fish, flowers and 
more. If you missed out on the local 
farm fresh roadside stands, the 
chances are the same farmers are at 
the Arroyo Grande Farmer’s Market.

Lopez Lake Recreation Area 
Located just 10 miles east of 

Arroyo Grande, Lopez Lake has 
close to 1000 acres of lake surface 
for boating, fishing, canoeing and 
windsurfing. The lake has a launch 
ramp, tackle shop, and many other 
amenities for water sport enthusiasts. 
The oak tree studded open space 
offers hiking and equestrian trails 
and is home to more than 175 
species of flowering plants, more 
than 150 species of birds and all 
of the wildlife that calls the region 
home. Quagga mussel inspections 
are in force. Call (805) 781-5930 for 
more information about Quagga 
mussel inspections, camping, boat 
launching and horse trailer parking.

Betty's Field
Betty's Field is a pop-up plant stand 
on the corner of Chamisal and W. El 
Campo Rd. Find unique perennials, 
western trees, natives, shrubs, and 
a variety of succulents. Now is the 
time to plant. 379 W El Campo Rd., @
NativeSonsNursery, (805) 481-5996

Antique Shops
Rhonda's Relics
Rhonda’s Relics offers a fun collection 
of vintage, eclectic and whimsical 
treasures for your home and garden. 
Take a journey into the past and enjoy 
the memories of your childhood or 
to a simpler time. 148 West Branch 
Street, Village of Arroyo Grande, 
rhondasrelics.com, (805) 270-4045

Dining & Food
Klondike Pizza
The owners have been serving 
award-winning pizza in a cozy Alaskan 
atmosphere since 1988. Munch on 
peanuts and toss your shells on the 
floor. Try the Reindeer Sausage! They 
also have a gluten-free crust option. 
Sun-Thurs: 11-9 p.m. / Fri & Sat: till 10 
p.m., 104 Bridge St., Arroyo Grande, 
klondikepizza.com, (805) 481-5288

Arroyo 
Grande
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Arroyo Grande

Roosters, history, museums, ice 
cream, pizza, wine, beer, ghosts, 

farms, theater, festivals, and the 
gateway to adventure, all of this and 
more is awaiting in Arroyo Grande, 
known as the Village to locals.

The downtown village with 
shops, pizza and ice cream

Some places are successful 
in retaining that old-time flavor 
of days gone by and still offer 
modern day amenities and fun. 
Arroyo Grande is one of those 
towns.

This charming village is filled 
with one-of-a-kind shops with 
antique and vintage items, col-
lectibles, clothing, sporting goods, 
gifts and more.

Hungry after shopping? Stop 
in for a little piece of Alaska at 
Klondike Pizza. Specialty pizzas 
are on the menu and locals say 
the place is haunted. For dessert 
make your way to Doc Bernstein's 
Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor 
and choose from a huge variety 
of flavors and local specialties. 
You can even create your own ice 
cream flavor that might be added 
to the menu. You'll enjoy watch-
ing the old steam engine model 
train chugging around overhead.

History, museums, a 
swinging bridge, summer 
concerts and roosters

As you walk around the village 
be sure to walk over the Swinging 
Bridge, the only one of its kind in 

Much to do 
in the Village

California. The bridge is 171 feet 
long and swings 40 feet above the 
stream. Originally the bridge had 
no sides, but they were added in 
1902. The bridge was donated to 
the city in 1911, destroyed by a 
storm in 1995, but since recon-
structed.

Visit historic buildings dating 
from the late 1800s and early 
1900s in Heritage Park. Summer 
concerts in the park offer live 
bands, dance troupes and other 
performances. Celebrate Indepen-
dence Day at the July 4th Concert. 
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Arroyo Grande

Picnic facilities are available and 
all you need is your lawn chair.

Centennial Park hosts the 
weekly Farmer's Market and is 
home to a troupe of free ranging 
roosters.

Festivals, Festivals, Festivals
Arroyo Grande hosts festivals 

for just about every occasion and 
season. From the Holidays on into 
the new year, celebrating spring, 
summer and the fall harvest, 
Arroyo Grande is the place for 
families to enjoy outdoor music, 
vendors, and lots of tasty food, 
beer and wine.

To discover what's going when 
you visit, check out the 
visitarroyogrande.org website.

Visit the Farm
Just outside town Windmill 

Farms on North Thompson 
Avenue is a great place to take 
the kids, Visit the Critter Corral 
and feed the sheep, goats, pigs, 

donkeys, turkeys, geese, and min-
iature horse. 
Adventures at Lopez Lake 
and Vista Lago Adventure 
Park

A short drive east brings you 
to Lopez Lake for camping, boat-
ing, water-skiing, fishing, swim-
ming, and hiking. This is a great 
place to go bird watching or enjoy 
a wet slip and slide at Mustang 
Waterslides.

Exercise your outdoor adven-
ture skills at Vista Lago Adven-
ture Park. Start with zooming on 
one of three zip lines or tackle the 
rope courses. Constructed on free 
standing poles, the Upper Park 
has four courses for beginner, 
intermediate, experienced and 
advanced with 40-plus elements 
including the Talley Wine Barrel 
Bridge to The Ledge for a 45-foot 
free fall. Chipmunk Park for the 
kids has 10 elements for children 
ages five to eight.

-Ruth Ann Angus
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Nipomo
view more than 120 imperiled plants 
and animals within the preserve’s Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and surround-
ing dune habitat.

Nipomo Native Gardens
A forest of native plants and 

trees are maintained by volunteers 
from the Nipomo Native Gardens 
Society. The Nipomo Native Garden 
is a 12-acre site located between 
Pomeroy, Camino Caballo and Osage, 
nipomonativegarden.org.

Nipomo Swap Meet
The huge Nipomo Swap Meet and 

Flea market is on the grounds adja-
cent to the 101 Freeway at the Teft 
Street off-ramp. The Nipomo Swap 
Meet & Flea market combines great 
family entertainment with old school 
swap meet atmosphere. It is the larg-
est swap meet on California’s Central 
Coast and is open Sat - Sun 6 a.m. - 6 
p.m. $3 parking on Sun. No dogs. 
Visit nipomoswapmeets.com 
or call (805) 929-7000 for more 
information.

Dana Adobe Historical 
Landmark and Cultural 
Center

The mission of the Dana 
Adobe Cultural Center is to 
engage visitors with the stories 
of California’s Rancho Era 

Nipomo is a small town on the 
mesa in the southern area of San 

Luis Obispo County that is known for 
its stands of eucalyptus trees, expan-
sive golf courses and special outdoor 
and nature experiences. 

Nipomo preserves a spirit of true 
frontier land even while modern 
businesses thrive in its commercial 
areas. Standing on the wet sand 
of the shore of the Pacific, looking 
out over the sprawling Guadalupe-
Nipomo Dunes toward the rich, 
riparian woods, the creeks, the fresh 
water lakes and the Santa Maria River, 
one imagines seeing the same views 
that the original Chumash saw while 
going about their daily activities. The 
word “nipomo” means “base of the 
hills” in the Chumash language. 

Bostonian sea captain, Captain 
William G. Dana acquired a land grant 
in 1837, and settled the 37,888-acre 
Rancho Nipomo. His adobe house still 
stands near the 101 Freeway. 

Attractions
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes

The 3,400-acre Guadalupe-
Nipomo Dunes Preserve is one of 
the largest remaining coastal dune 
systems in the nation and is a must-
see excursion for hikers, naturalists 
and bird-watchers. Catch glimpses of 
more than 200 varieties of birds and 
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FREE TOURSFREE TOURS 
Wed-Sun 10-4 • No Reservations Needed 

Perfect for Group Outings

1457 Willow Rd., Nipomo
805-343-0883 • www.theluffafarm.com

Come! 
Explore 
our unique 
farm, sponges 
& gift shop

History, connecting them with the 
peoples, the land and its resources 
to foster environmental stewardship 
and cultural understanding. The Dana 
Adobe is located at 671 Oakglen 
Ave, Nipomo, CA. Be sure to visit 
danaadobe.org before arriving for the 
most recent information.

The Luffa Farm 
Come and see how luffas grow at the 
Luffa Farm. These natural sponges 
grow like squash. Take a free tour and 
see all their products at the gift shop. 
Open Wed. to Sun. from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 1457 Willow Road., 
theluffafarm.com, (805) 343-0883
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Morro Bay
A sightseer’s delight

Explore the natural beauty of Morro 
Bay, a town famous for its fog 

and fishing. Whether for a day or a 
week, this small town by the Rock has 
something for everyone. 

Morro Bay is bursting with excit-
ing activities to try. There’s deep sea 
fishing, whale watching, world-class 
surfing, hiking, biking, and kayaking.

When it comes to birdwatching, 
there’s little doubt that Morro Bay 
provides the best chance for observ-
ing a great variety of species. It’s an 
incredible birding spectacle. There 
are also harbor seals, sea lions, and 
sea otters.

Looking to take a slower pace? 
Stroll down the Embarcadero and 
browse gift shops and art galleries. 

Explore the local cuisine and dine on 
fresh caught fish. Sit on a bench in 
Tidelands Park and watch the boats 
leaving the harbor or take a walk on 
the beach and watch the waves. Walk 
out the harbor boardwalk to Morro 
Rock, the 576-foot volcanic plug that 
looms over the bay and seashore. 
Keep an eye out for sea otters that 
rest in the kelp beds near the shore. 

Attractions
Morro Bay Maritime Museum

This museum has been preserving 
and interpreting the maritime history, 
especially that of California since 
1995. The current fleet on exhibit 
includes the tug boat “Alma” that 

rescued sailors from the December 
1941 Japanese attack on a Union 
Oil tanker off the coast of Morro Bay 
and the “Avalon,” one of two Deep 
Submergence Rescue Vehicles (DSRV) 
submarines designed to rescue crews 
of downed submarines. The museum 
is located at 1210 Embarcadero in 
Morro Bay. For hours visit morrobay-
maritime.org.

Morro Bay State Park
Morro Bay State Park, located at 

60 State Park Rd. Morro Bay, features 
lagoon and bay habitat, all in view of 
Morro Rock. The park has opportuni-
ties for sailing, fishing, hiking and bird 
watching and features a marina and 
an 18-hole golf course. The Morro Bay 
Golf Course is located at 201 State 
Park Rd. Call (805) 772-1923 for hours 
and tee times. 

The park is a California state 
park, visit parks.ca.gov for informa-
tion about parking, hours and other 
attractions.

Morro Bay State Park 
Museum of Natural History
The Museum of Natural History is a 
fun place to explore, discover, and 
learn about habitats of the area 
and impacts of natural and human 
forces through hands-on displays, 
activities, and events. This destination 
museum is located in the heart of 
Morro Bay. Open daily, 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Admission: $3 adults; free for 
children 17 and under. 20 State Park 
Rd., Morro Bay.  centralcoastparks.org. 
(805) 548-0391

North Point Natural Area
Operated by the City of Morro 

Bay, the North Point Natural Area has 
a stairway that leads down to the 
beach. Once on the beach, people 
can walk north to Cayucos or south to 
Morro Rock. The beach has one of the 
best tidepool areas. In the spring, the 
meadow is full of blooming wildflow-
ers. The entry is located on Toro Lane 
in Morro Bay. 

Black Hill Trail 
Located at Main St and Parkview 

Dr., this 2.5 mile trail is a moderate 
hike. The trail is a favorite spot for na-
ture walks and birdwatching. Leashed 
dogs are welcome. 

Giant chessboard at 
Centennial Parkway

According to the United States 
Chess Federation, the Giant Chess-
board at Centennial Parkway, 806 Em-
barcadero, is only one of two outdoor 
chessboards in the United States. 
The other is located in New York City. 
The Morro Bay Chess Club installed 
chess tables and benches adjacent 
to the Giant Chessboard. The Giant 
Chessboard is available for reserva-
tions, Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., through the Morro 

(805) 225-1760 • @TheDoughConnection805
913 Embarcadero, Morro Bay, CA 93442

SLO county’s first and only 
cookie dough scoop shop. 

Desserts & more!
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Bay Recreation Services for a small 
fee. Visitors are always welcomed to 
join the Morro Bay Chess Club on Sat-
urdays beginning at noon. For more 
information call (805) 772-6278

Art Center Morro Bay
The Gallery has become a hub for fine 
art. They offer many opportunities to 
purchase beautiful, local drawings, 
prints, sculpture, jewelry, cards and 
more through an array of venues, as 
well as networking and educational 
opportunities for artists to further their 
craft. artcentermorrobay.org, Morro Bay 
Art Center 835 Main St., (805) 772-2504

Chablis Cruises
Treat yourself to a delicious meal and 
incredible vistas of Morro Bay Harbor 
aboard Chablis Cruises. Featuring 
weekly chowder and sightseeing cruises. 
Check our website for wine tasting and 
special events! Private charters available. 
Reservations highly recommended. 
Across from the stacks in Morro Bay, 
Chabliscruises.com, (805) 772-2128

Dining & Food
Bayside Cafe
Located at the State Park Marina it’s 
the best kept secret on the Central 
Coast. Seafood dinners, such as fresh 
fish, steamers and fish and chips. 
Meatloaf served Thursday nights. 
Lunch daily starting at 11 a.m., 
dinner Thursday-Sunday 4 - 8:30 p.m. 
Located across the street from the 
State Park Campground entrance. 
(805) 772-1465

The Dough Connection 805
SLO county's first and only cookie 
dough scoop shop! The Dough 
Connection specializes in small batch, 
unique, safe to eat cookie dough 
dessert and more with waterfront 
views. 913 Embarcadero, Morro Bay, 
@Thedoughconnection805, 
(805) 225-1760

Shopping
Beads By The Bay
The only Bead and Garden store on 
the Central Coast! Old-town charm 
with a hidden nursery behind. Beads 
from around the world, charms, 
findings, tools and repairs. Tillandsias, 
succulents, miniature garden 
accessories and more! Open every 
day. 333 Morro Bay Blvd., 
(805) 772-3338

Perfect Union
Perfect Union is a full spectrum 
dispensary carrying a large selection 
of medicinal and adult use cannabis 
products. The cannabis lifestyle is 
absolutely meant to be shared with 
friends and those we love, 1000 
Quintana Rd Suite A, perfect-union.
com, (805) 254-4146

Tickets Available at ChablisCruises.com

The Chablis is the perfect venue for your upcoming party! 
Weddings, rehearsal dinners, parties & corporate events. 
Public cruises offered weekly. Gift certificates available.

Morro Bay
(805) 772-2128
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540 Main St., Morro Bay • 805-772-7503

morrobaysandpiper.com

BOOK DIRECT & SAVE!

Call us or visit the website for
latest prices and availability.

NewlyImproved

Gallery Exhibits Open Daily 12 - 4pm

Winter Faire & Craft Show
Nov 4 - Jan 3

1st Annual Holiday 
Ornament Fundraiser

835 Main St., Morro Bay, CA 93442
(805)772-2504

www.artcentermorrobay.org
Exhibits - Workshops - Classes - Community

Opening Reception
Sunday Nov 7

2-4pm

On Sale starting November
Only $15 each

See winter wildlife in Morro Bay
Summer sees visitors flocking to 

Morro Bay, but they are missing 
something if they don’t return for 
a winter visit. Winter is the season 
when a diversity of wildlife occu-
pies the bay and surrounding areas. 

Birds are the most noticeable 
from November through March. 
The fall/winter migration bring a 
variety of bird species to Morro Bay 
and the Central Coast, inspiring 
the Coast Audubon Society to start 
the Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival 
in 1996. Birders from all over the 
country and world participate in 
guided field trip, special workshops, 
and hearing keynote speakers who 
are experts in their fields. The 2022 
festival is the 25th Morro Bay Win-
ter Bird Festival. 

This 2022 keynote speakers are:
•  John Muir Laws, “Seven 

Habits of Highly Effective Birders,” 
Saturday, January 15

•  Raymond VanBuskirk, “Bird-
ing: Medicine for the Soul,” Sunday, 

January 16 
A total of 160 events fill the 

five day festival, January 13-17 

including master classes, pelagic 
cruises, birding by boat, kayak, bus 
and car, day hikes, and informative 
workshops. 

You don’t need to attend the 
festival to watch the birdlife. Walks 
along the Morro Bay State Park 
boardwalk offer sights of thousands 
of shorebirds including Brant 
geese, great and snowy egrets, 
great blue herons, black crowned 
night herons, and white pelicans. 
Rent a kayak from the marina and 
paddle onto the bay or estuary to 
become enveloped in a murmura-
tion of western and least sandpipers 
swarming and flowing over their 
feeding grounds.

Watch tiny horned and eared 

grebes diving deeply for fish and 
then suddenly popping back into 
view. Several species of loons 
frequent the bay while hundreds of 
brown pelicans perform aerial bal-
let and breathtaking headfirst dives 
scooping up fish. It’s a thrill watch-
ing an osprey plunge into the water, 
grasping a fish with his talons. You 
might also see peregrine falcons 
roosting on ledges of Morro Rock.

Drive to the back bay and stop 
at Sweet Springs Preserve to see 
blue winged teal, mallards, north-
ern shovelers, scaup and more. 
Egrets and herons are commonly 
spotted standing silently in the 
fresh-water spring where you might 
see some western pond turtles sun-
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ning them-
selves on 
driftwood. 

Keep an 
eye overhead 
for the thrill-
ing sightings of 
hawks, falcons, and 
bald eagles.

Birds aren’t the only 
animals wintering in Morro Bay. 
California sea lions, harbor seals 
and sea otters are most numerous 
during the winter. 

Morro Bay is one of the winter 
breeding grounds for the California 
sea lion. At one time, the sea lions 
became such a nuisance on the 
docks, even hauling themselves 
onto moored boats, that the Harbor 
officials set up a floating dock hop-
ing the animals would prefer it over 
the boats. It was successful and now 
there is a permanent dock just for 
the sea lions! Take a tour boat from 
any of the waterfront venues for up-
close views of the sea lions. 

The spotted harbor seal can be 
seen popping their heads out of 
the water or hauling themselves 
onto the mudflats. Harbor seals are 
much smaller than sea lions and 

unlike sea 
lions, who 
can use 

their flippers 
to “walk” on 

land, the har-
bor seal can only 

move on land in 
an undulating motion. 

Their flippers, however are 
great assistance for swimming and 
deep diving for food. 

Probably the most loved sea 
mammal is the California sea otter. 
Tour boats regularly pass pods of 
the furry critters often wrapped in 
large pieces of kelp. Large groups 
of sea otters, mostly females with 
pups, are seen in the water near the 
south t-pier.

The 2022 Morro Bay Winter 
Bird Festival takes place over Martin 
Luther King, Jr. weekend Thursday-
Monday, January 13-17. For more 
information and to register visit 
morrobaybirdfestival.org. Schedules 
and registration information is 
available at morrobaybirdfestival.
org. Proof of completed COVID-19 
vaccination is required.

– Ruth Ann Angus

The ONLY Bead and 
Garden Shop on the 

Central Coast! 
!

OPEN EVERY DAY! 
 

333 Morro Bay Blvd. 
Morro Bay, CA 93442  

(Across from Bank of America) 

(805) 772-3338 
www.morrobaybeads.com 

morrostrands@aol.com 

Beads by the Bay and Garden Shop

We are a full service bead store! 
Come see us for all your beading 

needs, including repairs!  Our 
beautiful secret garden is full of  

herbs, succulents, and air plants, as 
well as our new line of  garden 

miniatures!  

333 Morro Bay Blvd • Morro Bay • 805.772.3338
morrobaybeads.com

Hot-spiced tea and holiday treats!  
“Bounce back” coupons with purchases, good until December 30

Christmas Carols in the garden! 
Craft projects every Friday evening 

Create a living gift for the holidays with succulents and fairy garden 
treasures in our garden patio classroom

Enter to win a Holiday Fairy Garden or Beaded Necklace Set on every 
purchase after 5pm on December 1, 8, 15 and 22!

Visit Beads by the Bay and  
“Shop Under the Stars”  

the first four Fridays in December between 5 and 8pm  
and join us for Open House Night on december 8th!

The ONLY Bead & Garden Shop 
on the Central Coast!

OPEN EVERY DAY! EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO BEAD 
as well as a huge selection of succulents, air plants

and miniature garden accessories.

Create your own gifts for the Holidays!
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Whale watching in Morro Bay
Spyhopping with 

whales

A humpback whale breaching its 
30-ton body out of the water 

and splashing back down is one of 
the most dramatic events for whale 
watchers to experience. Another 
thrilling behavior to see is “spyhop-
ping,” when whales, dolphins and 
some sharks, rise partially out of 
the water, appearing to gaze at 
nearby whale watchers. Scientists 
think the habit lets the animal get a 
better view of nearby activity. 

Whales can be seen along the 
Central Coast all year but the best 
times are during the migrations. 

•  The Pacific Gray Whale can 
be 45 feet long and weigh up to 33 
tons. The best months to watch gray 
whales are December to February 
when they are migrating from the 
Arctic to their breeding grounds 

in Baja California then again from 
February to April during their 
northern migration. 

Across the road from State Park campground entrance on State Park Rd

(805) 772-1465
BaysideCafe.com

BAYSIDE CAFE at the marina
Scan this QR code to  
see our menu online
Open for lunch daily, 
Dinner Thu - Sun

A central coast favorite
in Morro Bay

•  The Eastern 
North Pacific blue 
whales spend the 
summer and fall 
months feeding in 
California coastal waters 
then return to winter in the 
waters off of Mexico and Central 
America. Although the most elu-
sive whale, blue whale sightings are 
reportedly increasing. Blue whales 
are the largest known animal on 
earth, growing to 100 feet and 
weigh about 150 tons. Even calves 
measure up to 25 feet at birth. 

•  The best months for seeing 
Humpback Whales are April 
through December when they are 
feeding off the coast of California. 
Humpback whales are distinctive 
due to their long, narrow, scalloped 
flippers. They grow to 55 feet long.

Fin whales are also sighted in 
Central Coast waters in the winter. 
Anytime you are on or near the 
ocean you can expect to see a lot 
of sea life including sea birds, sea 
otters, sea lions, dolphins, whales 
and maybe a rare and treasured 
orca sighting.

The best practice for watching 
whales is to have a pair of binocu-
lars when exploring the Central 
Coast cliffs and shorelines. Whales 
can often be seen far out in the 

ocean from 
high spots, 
indicated 

by moving 
dark lines and 

shapes in the wa-
ter. Your binoculars 

will come in handy for 
watching them.

For the excitement and drama of 
close-up encounters, Virg’s Landing 
offers whale watching tours out of 
Morro Bay and can be reached at 
(805) 772-1222. Avila Beach is also 
a popular departure point for whale 
watching tours on the Central Coast. 
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Cayucos
Enjoy this scenic seaside retreat

A quiet town, Cayucos invites folks 
to slow down, smell the ocean 

air, pick up sea glass, and never take 
life for granted. The broad main street 
recalls the days of stagecoaches and 
cowboys, and some of the buildings 
there date back to that bye-gone era. 

Cayucos is the number one desti-
nation on the Central Coast for antique 
shoppers and a great place to just cool 
down and get away from the heat. It is 
the perfect beachside town for renting 
a beach house and enjoying a week of 
sand castles, sunsets and relaxation.

Attractions
Public art

Cayucos has a number of public 
murals and sculptures on display at 
various locations. The art includes a 
“Mosaic Sculpture Honoring Indig-
enous People,” an underwater scene of 
the Cave of Mysteries, and more. Visit 
cayucos.org/muralsociety for a map 
of the art.

Explore tidepools
Rocky areas around the pier on 

Cayucos State Beach are great areas to 
find tidepools. Estero Bluffs State Park 
north of Cayucos is another area with 
plenty of tidepools. Depending on the 
tide, the animals that can be seen in 
tidepools include small fish, shrimp, 
sea stars, hermit crabs, anemones, 
sponges, sea urchins, tube worms, sea 
cucumbers and many, many more. 
Please leave the tidepools exactly as 
you found them. Tidepools are special, 
fragile systems and disturbing the 
animals and plants can cause harm.

Fishing
Fishing on the pier and from the 

shore of Cayucos State Beach is a fa-
vorite activity for locals and visitors. No 
fishing license is needed. Surf fishing 
is also allowed but a license is needed. 
Deep sea fishing is also available from 
local commercial fishing businesses.

Beach activities
The Cayucos State Beach stretches 

five miles south to Morro Bay. Run, jog, 
or walk as far as you like. Leashed dogs 
are welcome. Other beach activities 
include surfing, boogie boarding, 
kayaking or sitting in the sand and 
building sand castles.

Shopping
Cabana Jewelry & Gifts
The artists at Cabana Jewelry & 
Gifts create one-of-a-kind, high-end 
designer sea glass jewelry made from 
sea glass found on Cayucos Beach 
and abroad. You will never see one 
like the other, come find a piece to 
bring home today! 14 North Ocean 
Ave., Cayucos. facebook.com/Cabana-
Jewelry, (805) 459-1480 

Dining & Food
Cayucos Sausage Company
Cayucos Sausage Company is a 
seaside delicatessen that makes 
gourmet sausages with the 
finest ingredients and never uses 
preservatives. In addition to the 
sausages they are an upscale 
full-service deli and meat market. 
12 N. Ocean Avenue, Suite 121, 
cayucossausage.com, (805) 900-5377

Schooners
Newly remodelled and featuring the 
best outdoor beachfront dining on the 
Central Coast! Schooners offers fresh 
seafood, steaks and daily specials for 
the whole family. 171 N Ocean Ave, 
schoonerscayucos.com,s 
(805) 995-3883
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CayucosSausage.com

(805) 900-5377

Full-Service Deli & Meat Market

12 N. Ocean Ave. Ste. 121
Cayucos, CA 93430

Lively tide pools
Explore the tide pools in Cayu-

cos in the rugged beach terrain just 
north of the Cayucos Pier. Be sure 
to watch your step!

Fishing on the Cayucos pier is fun for the whole family.
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Schooners – A local favorite for 
beachfront dining in Cayucos

The sun is setting out over the 
ocean and silhouetting the pier 

as you enjoy a cold beer or sip one 
of the Central Coast’s best wines at 
Schooners beachfront restaurant in 
Cayucos, last of the great California 
beach towns. You can’t go wrong 
with a dining establishment whose 
philosophy is to “offer the finest 
wild-caught fish and sustainably 
raised meat together with the fresh-
est local produce.”

With one of the best locations 
on the California coast, Schooners 
is right on the beach where you 
can watch surfers ride the waves 
near the pier or catch a glimpse of 
dolphins at play in the surf. You 
might even 
see a breach-
ing Humpback 
whale, all while 
enjoying the 
varied menu 
at this favorite 
eatery for locals 
and visitors 
alike.

Rustic décor 
reminds you of 
the old days when sailing ships tied 
up to the pier in Cayucos bringing 
goods from afar for local ranch-
ers and farmers and taking dairy 
and meats back to cities and towns 
along the west coast.

The establishment was once 
a soda fountain shop, then a 
diner called Jack and Flo’s until 
Bill Larkin – tavern maker of local 
renown – bought it and renovated 
the building into the current nauti-
cal theme. It opened as Schooner’s 
Wharf in 1994. Bill later turned 
the restaurant over to his son and 
nephew before current owner Bren-
dan Fritzsche bought it in 2010.

Seating is available up on the 
deck with its iconic view of the 
ocean and pier. Tables at ground 
level are situated in different nooks, 
and there is a fantastic bar height 
counter running along the beach-
side entrance to the property where 
you can say hi to all the people 

walking 
their dogs 
along Front 
Street. 
Beachside 
take-out is 
also avail-

able at their Front Street window.
Indoor seating is currently avail-

able, including the cozy upstairs bar 
overlooking the pier and marine 
life action! Schooners also features 
a newly renovated downstairs 
dining room that features open-air 
counter seating overlooking Ocean 
Avenue. This would be an ideal 
spot for people-watching and offers 
front-row viewing for the famous 
4th of July parade in Cayucos.

The menu offers many excellent 
choices, starting with their rich and 
creamy clam chowder. You can pair 
that with crisp Sesame Crusted Ahi 
or BBQ Chicken salads. Or begin 
with crab cakes over mixed greens 
with fire-roasted corn and black 
bean relish - or maybe some raw 
oysters, locally sourced from Grassy 
Bay Oyster Company in Morro 
Bay when available, as well as from 
Point Reyes and the Puget Sound.

Stop in for lunch beginning at 

11 a.m. and enjoy the finest fish and 
chips – with your choice of Halibut, 
Alaskan Cod, Jumbo Shrimp, or 
Calamari. Schooners also features 
excellent fish tacos, Guacos, as well 
as an Albacore Tuna Melt and the 
Cayucos BLT, with local avocado 
and chipotle aioli. Just want a 
burger? Schooners has you covered 
with their 6-ounce all-chuck patties 
and several builds to satisfy your 
taste, including their top-selling 
ABC Burger – with local avocado, 
bacon and cheddar – and the Cow-
boy Burger, topped with an onion 
ring, bacon, BBQ sauce and pepper 
jack cheese. All sandwiches and 
fish and chips come with Schooners 
killer beer battered fries, or you can 
sub sweet potato fries, onion rings, 
or a garden or Caesar salad if you 
like. There’s also a great menu for 
the kids!

Dinner begins at 5 p.m. with an 
assortment of seafood specialties, 
including the Pan Seared Alaskan 
Halibut with seasonal veggies 
and a lemon caper beurre blanc, 
Horseradish Crusted Ahi over blue 
crab wasabi mashed potatoes, with 
seaweed salad and a teriyaki glaze, 
Soy Ginger Glazed Coho Salmon, 

and the perennial favorite Seafood 
Pasta over fettucine in a creamy 
marinara sauce. A spicy and savory 
Cioppino, the generous Lobster 
Mac, and the freshest wild Catch 
of the Day rounds out the seafood 
entrees. Steak lovers can enjoy 
a Prime cut of New York, with 
sauteed broccolini and house made 
bourbon peppercorn sauce, or the 
variety of Surf & Turf combina-
tions, which pair the New York 
steak with your choice of grilled 
Tiger Prawns, seasonal crab legs, 
or the day’s fresh catch!. Dinner 
guests are also free to order fish and 
chips and burgers if that’s where the 
evening takes them.

Schooners bar has long been 
a local favorite for enjoying craft 
cocktails, rotating draft selections, 
and some of the Central Coast’s 
finest wines. Open and open air, the 
bar remains the perfect hideaway 
for a date night with your partner, 
or an afternoon Bloody Mary with 
your friends.

The owner of Schooners also 
owns the property, which in-
cludes long term and short-term 
beachfront rentals. There are two 
beachside cabanas for overnight 
guests, which can also be used for 
specialty offsite events as needed. 
Private events have also been part 
of the offerings at Schooners. 
Additionally, the town annually 
hosts several marquee events, such 
as the popular Cayucos Sea Glass 
Festival and the Independence Day 
Celebration.

Schooners is able to offer live 
music outdoors, and just recently 
concluded its Live Outside Sunday 
concert series. An Open Mic Night is 
slated to begin in the fall. Schooners 
also offers a virtual happy hour, fea-
turing music by the talented Rachel 
Santa Cruz and special guests. This 
virtual event is broadcast live to 
their Facebook page. For reservations 
or more information call 
(805) 995-3883.

–By Ruth Ann Angus
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Attractions
Historical Walking Tour

Visit the Cambria Historical 
Society website (cambriahistorical-
society.org) for a map of a walking 
tour of Cambria’s historical buildings. 
The self-guided tour encompasses 
28 buildings and the map includes a 
written history of each one. Learn the 
fascinating history of these old build-
ings and how their uses evolved from 
the original business or residence to 
their current occupations. Learn a 
little about the people and families 
who shaped Cambria’s early years.  

Visit the elephant seals
The elephant seal rookery extends 

six miles along the shoreline near 
Point Piedras Blancas in the Hearst 
San Simeon State Park. The seals 
may be seen all year but the largest 

The charming village of Cambria is 
filled with unique shops, galleries, 

and restaurants serving all kinds of 
delicious food. The shops have every-
thing from antiques, specialty items, 
household gadgets, exquisite jewelry, 
and art from the quirky to traditional. 
Walking through the village, along 
flower-filled yards and shady trees, 
the well-maintained buildings, many 
dating from the 1800s, all come to-
gether in a sense of how life in a more 
tranquil time must have been. 

Cambria is also known as the 
gateway to Hearst Castle, glorious 
ocean scenery along Highway 1, and 
during the month of October, is the 
heart of the Cambria Scarecrow Festi-
val. The festival is an outdoor display 
of whimsical handmade scarecrows 
that draws visitors from all over. Plans 
are currently underway for the 2021 
festival.

populations are present during late 
January, April and October. Visit the 
Friends of the Elephant Seal website 
at elephantseal.org for information 
about the best viewing times and 
spots.

Nitt Witt Ridge
This California Registered Histori-

cal Landmark #939 is famous for the 
artistic use of recycled materials used 
in its construction. Reclusive artist 
Arthur Harold Beal purchased the 
land in 1928 and spent the next 50 
years creating his own version of a 
castle. Building materials include beer 
cans, concrete, washing machines, car 
parts, old stoves and abalone shells. 
Call (805) 927-2690 to arrange a tour.

Covell's Clydesdales
Covell Ranch has 50+ Clydesdale 
horses and 2,000 acres of pasture and 
forest the family lives on in Cambria. 
They have been raising them for nearly 
40 years. They are open Mon. – Sat. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. for horseback riding and 
at noon for vehicle tours. 
5694 Bridge St, Cambria, 
covellsclydesdaleranch.com, 
(805) 975-7332

Dining & Food
Madelines Restaurant & 
Wine Tasting Room
Try some fantastic local boutique 
wines of the Central Coast in the wine 
shop. Enjoy an intimate French-
influenced dinner in the restaurant. 
Serving only the best organic meats 

and produce. Dinner 5-9 p.m. Lunch 
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Wine Bar open 11 
a.m.-6 p.m., 788 Main St., Cambria, 
madelinescambria.com,
(805) 927-4175

Real Estate
Barnes & Associates, 
Sotheby's International 
Realty
Brokers Leslie Dougherty and Laura 
McKinney, experienced local experts 
with the global connection of 
Sotheby’s. Serving central coast sellers 
and buyers with higher level quality 
marketing, exceptional negotiating 
skills and attention to details. Reach 
Leslie, (805) 423-2279 or Laura, 
(805) 235-0457, basothebysrealty.com

Shopping
Ball & Skein & More 
A wide variety of unique yarns, 
knitting and crochet supplies, 
buttons, and kits. Something for 
everyone, from the beginning knitter 
to the serious fiber artist. Unique gifts 
and offerings to remember your trip 
to Cambria. 4210 Bridge St. entrance 
on Main St., cambriayarn.com,
(805) 927-3280

Ebb & Flow
Seductive, seaside chic with a splash 
of offbeat sets the tone for the 
Moonstone Beach lifestyle. Cozy 
sweaters, books and local artists. 
6100 Moonstone Beach Dr., Cambria, 
ebbandflowoceanfront.com, 
(805) 203-5538

784 Main Street in the West Village of Cambria
800.545.5079  •  805-927-8200

www.cambriavacationrentals.com
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Maddie Mae's Pet Pantry
For eleven years Maddie Mae's Pet 
Pantry has been helping residents 
and visitors of the Central Coast 
provide their pets with top of the 
line pet supplies. Come see us at 
our beach location in Cambria 
or our wine country location in 
Templeton. 614 Main Street, Cambria, 
maddiemaespetpantry.com,  
(805) 924-1139

Richman Poorman  
Antique Malls
Two giant locations on the Central 
Coast offering a nice selection of 
antiques and collectibles. Open 
daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Located in 
Cambria at 2110 & 2084 Main Street. 
RichmanPoormanAntiques.com,  
(805) 203-5350

The Shops At  
The Garden Shed
In mid-town Cambria the quaint 
shops include several beautifully 
curated shops: Cambria Garden Shed, 
garden and home grown rare and 
exotic succulents; Lily’s Coffeehouse, 
refreshments; Ocean Heir, woman’s 
apparel and greeting cards; 
Simplistic Home, home décor and 
gifts; and,  Cayucos Cellars Winery. 
cambriagardenshed.com,
(805) 927-7654

Vacation Rentals
Breen Realty & Vacation 
Station
Specializes in ocean-front and 
ocean view vacation rentals and 
real estate sales. Serving the Central 
Coast from Cambria, south to San 
Luis, north into Big Sur, and east to 
include Paso Robles Wine & Ranch 
country. 768 Main St., Cambria, 
breenvacationstation.com,  
(805) 927-1303

Cambria Vacation Rentals
An independent property 
management company offering 
amazing vacation rental homes with 
ocean views and stunning sunsets. 
784 Main St. in the West Village, 
cambriavacationrentals.com, 
(800) 545-5079 or (805) 927-8200

Scenic Coast  
Vacation Rentals
Enchanting Cambria vacation Rentals
Offering large selection of Vacation 
rentals from Ocean Front Homes to 
Cottages in the Pines. Pet Friendly 
Homes as well as monthly rentals.  
712 Main St, ScenicCoastRentals.com,
(800) 927-6163 or (805) 927-6163

Madeline’s

Elegant Dining
788 Main St., Cambria
Dinner daily from 5 to 9 PM
Lunch daily from 11:30 to 3 PM

Madeline’s 
on Moonstone 
Wine Tasting 
11-7 Daily
6276 Moonstone Beach Dr.

(805) 927-4175
madelinescambria.com

RESTAURANT • WINE SHOP
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Cambria’s Garden Shed 
is a lovely place to unwind

The mini-mall of quaint cafes, shops, and businesses is a must-see

Calling all garden lovers! Shops 
at The Garden Shed on Main 

Street in Cambria are full of an 
ever-changing inventory of garden 
and home accessories. Take a relax-
ing stroll through the back patio 
and explore several great shops 
where guests can find exotic suc-
culents, women’s clothing,  home 
decor and local art.

Delight in the many gifts and 
unique items and see fun displays 
filled with great collections. Some-
thing sweet is hidden around every 
corner! The Shops At The Garden 
Shed include seven businesses: 

Cambria Garden Shed, Lily’s 
Coffee House, Cayucos Cellars, 
Ocean Heir, Simplistic Home,  
Grow nursery and Art with Judy 
Ann.

Cambria is the not-so-secret 
spot to go for an unforgettably 
mellow vacation. It is a small 
town where the locals are quite 
friendly and you’ll notice 
that people tend to 
wave and smile at 
each other. Visi-
tors enjoy a day 
at the beach 
exploring tide 
pools, moon-
stone hunting, 
hiking trails, or 
seeking out the 
many wonderful 
shops, galleries 
and cafes. 

The Garden Shed is 
located in “Midtown Cambria” on 
Main Street. Customers can start 
the morning at  Lilys Coffee House, 
explore The Garden Shed and the 
shops of the courtyard, and end the 
afternoon at Cayucos Cellars for a 
glass of Central Coast wine.

The Garden Shed is located 
inside of an old 1890s creamery 
building. At one point, it served 
as the town hall, where many 
community decisions were made.  

Nowadays, 
the Garden 

Shed is known 
for its emphasis 

on outdoor living, 
and also as a place to 

pause and slow down.
Before starting Cambria Garden 

Shed, owners Ashley and Lucky 
Gracey had backgrounds in retail 
and landscaping. In 1998, the cou-
ple opened The Shed, fulfilling their 
dreams of sharing the outdoors 
together every day. “Our aim has 
always been to keep the loveliness 
of nature and gardens in our shop 
space. We love the ideal weather of 
the Central Coast, and abundance 
of songbirds, deer, and wildlife 

found in this area,” said Ashley.
Cambria Garden Shed has of-

fered Cambrians unique finds and 
merchandise found nowhere else 
on the coast since first opening the 
doors. They carry new and vintage 
pieces for the garden and home. 
Old farm tables and cupboards 
display the goods and visitors find 
rustic farmhouse decor around 
every corner. The owners have an 
eye for high-quality goods, such as 
leather gloves for gardening, hand 
tools from Holland, and lotions 
that will heal dry hands. Cambria 
Garden Shed always has an abun-
dance of one of a kind pottery, great 
fountains and a warm and inviting 
atmosphere.

The shops have inspirational 
pieces for everyone, and staff is 
ready to help find that special 
something. Customers can find 
pleasure while listening to local 
guitarists and musicians who stop 
in regularly to perform. Cambria 
Garden Shed is the perfect place 
to take a break from life, relax, and 
socialize while enjoying a little 
inspiration.

The Shops at the Garden Shed 
are located at 2024 Main St. in 
Cambria. Open daily from 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. For more information, call 
(805) 927-7654 or visit 
cambriagardenshed.com.

–Cassandra Frey
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San Simeon sculpture inpires action
Oceanside monument 'Shift' was build to highlight change and recovery

Artists see things differently 
than the rest of us and their 

contributions often challenge us 
to make a change in direction. The 
1200 pound, three-story metal 
sculpture, titled Shift, standing at 
the edge of the Pacific Ocean in San 
Simeon brings such a challenge. 
Depicting the earth shifted into two 
halves along its axis, the sculpture 
urges the viewer to think about the 
significance of a world splitting and 
shifting apart. 

What do we feel when we see 
the earth shifted and split along 
its axis? Does it tell a story of the 
condition of the world today or 
is it portent of things to come? 
Spend some time studying it. Walk 
all around and view it from every 
perspective. Perhaps you will ask 
yourself what you could do to bring 
the two halves back into alignment.

Those are exactly the thoughts 

DRE#01834125

712 Main Street • Cambria
800-927-6163 • 805-927-6163
info@ScenicCoastRentals.com

www.ScenicCoastRentals.com

We offer the largest selection of Luxury Vacation 
Homes in Cambria. From Oceanfront Homes to 

Cottages in the Pines.

Property Management
Vacation Rentals

that the creators of the sculpture 
want you to think. Designer War-
ren Hamrick of Shell Beach sees the 
piece being “born out of climate” 
issues and “how politics relates 
to the climate and earth’s future.” 
Hamrick calls our climate situation 
a “civilizational pandemic.” Want-
ing to put a positive spin on things 
he and seven of his friends began to 
discuss their frustration with how 
the world is shifting apart driven 
by politics, inequality and violence. 
The idea for an artistic expression 
took shape. 

Hamrick’s wife Kathy views Shift 
as a calling and realization that out 
of pain and brokenness can come 
new life and growth. “Life wants to 
go forward” and “she will recharge 
and recover from the abuse.” The 
question is whether we will.

Rob Foster a metalworker and 

welder from Atascadero created the 
metal sculpture along with builder 
Neal Portlock of Cambria. Others 
involved in the project are builder 
Charlie Main and his wife Terri of 
Shell Beach and Darcy Cleome of 
Cambria. Along with Warren and 
Kathy Hamrick, they formed “The 
Global Shift” and a corresponding 
website.

The sculpture is meant to invite 
people to reflect on our world and 

unite as we are all experiencing the 
Shift together. The group wants 
to acknowledge that as a society 
we are shifting and that there is a 
recognition that human actions are 
fueling the global warming that is 
causing climate change. They also 
feel that the conversation about cli-
mate change is shifting and that the 
public is starting to listen to those 
who are the stewards of nature and 
are striving to bring everything 
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back in balance. The artistic team 
feels the conversation about climate 
change is getting more serious 
and urgent than it has ever been. 
In their view the earth has not yet 
reached the tipping point of no 
return. The artists invite the public 
to experience their Shift and being 
part of the climate solution.

Shift is on display at the Cavalier 
Oceanside Resort, 9415 Hearst 
Drive, San Simeon. The creators are 
thankful to resort owner Michael 
Hanchett for providing the space for 
the sculpture. For more information 
about Shift, visit the Global Shift 
website at globalshift.info.

—Ruth Ann Angus
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Thousands of elephant seals 
are heading to the beaches

Peak viewing season 
arrives!

Northern elephant seals (Mir-
ounga angustirostris) occupy 

the beaches along the north coast 
year around, but the peak times are 
January, April, and October when 
as many as 20,000 animals are on 
the beaches. The highest concentra-
tion is at the Piedras Blancas rook-
ery from December to March when 
females (called cows) give birth. 
Different groups return at different 
times of the year, mainly to molt. 

Between September and 
November, most of the seals on 
the beaches are juveniles, followed 
by the bulls that start arriving in 
November to stake out territory. 
The cows come ashore in mid-De-
cember to give birth and breed. 

Bulls battle for mating rights 
through January. Fortunately, those 
battles are primarily dominance 
posturing when the bulls rise as 
tall as half of their 16-foot length, 
crashing together in bellowing, 
roaring, 10,000 pound chest-bumps 
(each weighing in at around 5000 
pounds). Sometimes actual bloody 
fights take place, resulting in the 
losers hauling back to sea to find 
a safer beach to heal their wounds 
and restore their courage.

Every now and then fights break 
out between females who challenge 
each other for the spaces they hold 
on the beach. Pups, born within 
a few days after the cow arrives, 
weigh about 60 pounds and grow 
rapidly due to the cow’s nutrient 
rich milk. Cows nurse their pups 
about 24 days, mating during the 
last week of nursing. After mating, 
she returns to the ocean, leaving 
her pup to learn to swim and find 
food. Pups are ready for their own 
journeys in March and April. 

Back from near extinction
Hunted to near extinction for 

blubber and oil during the 18th 

and 19th centuries, these fascinat-
ing animals have returned from 
a population of only 50 to over 

150,000. The largest population is 
in California with breeding colo-
nies from Baja to British Columbia, 

four of those in California. 
Elephant seals started populat-

ing the beach of Northern Elephant 

WE OFFER WE OFFER 
CLYDESDALE CLYDESDALE 
TRAILRIDES TRAILRIDES 
AND RANCH AND RANCH 
TOURS! &TOURS! &

Call or text to book: (805) 975-7332
We are open Mon-Sat 9am & 3pm

@covells_clydesdales
www.covellsclydesdaleranch.com
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Seal Rookery at Piedras Blancas 
as early as 1990. The only other 
mainland colonies of elephant seals 
at the time were at Ano Nuevo and 
Point Reyes and a small inaccessible 
colony at Gordo.

Best viewing areas
The Piedras Blancas rookery 

has the largest mainland elephant 
seal breeding colony and the easi-
est access of California’s viewing 
sites. The rookery covers 6 miles of 
shoreline. Viewing areas are located 
5 miles north of Hearst Castle and 
1.5 miles south of Point Piedras 
Blancas. 

The viewing areas are open ev-
ery day of the year, are wheelchair 
accessible, and free. No reservations 
required. No dogs. Docents from 
Friends of the Elephant Seal are on 

site between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Federal law protects elephant 

seals. No one is allowed on the 
beach near the seals. Use of drones 
or model aircraft is illegal in the 
rookery area.

If you happen upon elephant 
seals while strolling along a beach, 
keep a respectful distance from 
these seemingly sleepy, sunbath-
ing animals. They can move faster 
than expected in spite of their size. 
Cows will defend their pups, 
and who wants to be chased by a 
5000-pound bull? 

The Piedras Blancas visitor’s 
center is located at 250 San Simeon 
Avenue, San Simeon. For more in-
formation about watching the seals, 
visit the Friends of the Elephant Seal 
website at elephantseal.org.

Specializing in Ocean Front and Ocean View 
 Vacation Rentals and Real Estate Sales

(805) 927-1303 
www.BreenVacationStation.com

768 MAIN ST., CAMBRIA

Call today to make a reservation 
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Furnished

Month Longs!
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Try a vacation rental in Cambria
If you haven’t thought about stay-

ing at a vacation rental, perhaps 
you should. Vacation rentals are 
usually homes or condos, often 
located in neighborhoods. Cam-
bria management companies offer 
a wide variety of rentals, some 
directly on the water, some nestled 
in the pines and some in town. 
Depending on how you plan your 
trip any choice can work well for 
individuals, couples and families.

There are several positive as-
pects to staying in a vacation rental 
as opposed to a motel or hotel. 
For one, you won’t be awakened 
early by housekeeping. Renting 
a vacation home is usually the 
most economical for families and 
groups of friends who are traveling 
together. Vacation rentals are often 
a “home away 
from home,” 
providing many 
of the amenities 
we are used to 
at home.

Those 
amenities 
can include 
a full kitchen 
to keep meal 
costs down, a 
comfortable 
living room 
with and TV, 
fireplace, washer and dryer, free 
Wi-Fi, supplied linens, BBQ grill, 
full bathroom with walk-in show-
ers, dining room table for family 
meals, and some with hot tubs or 
even a free bottle of local wine. You 
will find places offering from two 
to four bedrooms with king and 
queen-sized beds and bunk beds. 
Many are also dog friendly.

A discussion with the rental 
agent makes all the difference it 
finding the perfect vacation rental. 
The agent can provide guidance 
that is helpful for those who have 
trouble with stairs, child-safe vaca-
tion rentals, views and location.

Families with children want 
safety and someplace close to the 
beach or playground. Couples may 
desire that romantic spot. Do you 

want to wake 
up to views of 
sunrise over 
the ocean or 
enjoy a glass 
of wine while 
watching the 

sunset? Vacation rentals can give 
you just the right view.

Do you want to be within 
walking distance of the beach or 
maybe be take a leisurely stroll to 
a restaurant for dinner? Is hiking 
in your plans? You may want to be 
a short drive to parks with hiking 
trails. Great central locations for 
sightseeing, wine tasting and shop-
ping are also available.

Renting a home in a neighbor-
hood means you will be staying 
with area locals so behaving just 
like you would in your home neigh-
borhood is important. You can 
expect to receive all the amenities 
listed for the home of your choice 
and reserving one is easy using the 
management company’s website 
and checking out the photos and 

information and be sure to read 
reviews. Rental agents will also 
help you with guidance to outdoor 
activities, shopping, the best surfing 
and kayaking places, art galleries, 
restaurants for fine dining, play-
grounds for children, banking, post 
office, and more.

Fees for rentals vary depending 
on your choice but usually include 
the rental fee, occupancy tax, clean-
ing fee, processing fee and pet fee 

if applicable. Also ask about the 
cancellation policy.

To learn more about vacation 
rentals, go to:

•  breenvacationstation.com or 
email info@breenvacationstation.
com

•  cambriacoastrentals.com or 
email info@sceniccoastrentals.com

•  cambriavacationrentals.com or 
email stay@cvrrentals.com

–By Ruth Ann Angus

CambriaPetStore.com • MaddieMaesPetPantry.com

Holistic Pet Food Treats & Toys

Leashes/CollarsGrooming Supplies

SupplementsTravel Gear         

614 Main St B, Cambria • (805) 924-1139
1121 Rossi Rd, Templeton • (805) 591-7002
571 Five Cities Dr., Pismo Beach, CA 93449
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Atascadero
Outdoor activities abound 

The city of Atascadero, originally 
founded by E.G. Lewis in the early 

1900s as a utopian community, is a 
popular location for shopping, dining 
and strolls along the lake shore. Home 
to the Charles Paddock Zoo, the town 
has a large selection of restaurants 
offering a range of cuisine from 
rib-sticking American style to Asian, 
Mediterranean and more. Breweries, 
wine tasting, bakeries, antique stores, 
specialty shops, boutiques and art 
galleries are tucked away in locations 
along the main El Camino Real and 
on side streets around the Sunken 
Gardens. Popular area wineries are 
only a short drive from downtown and 
any of the town’s several hotels. 

Attractions
Atascadero Lake Park

A 1.3-mile easy walk path circles 
the lake in the park providing views 
of the lake, the many varieties of 
birds that frequent the lake and other 
visiting wildlife. Bring binoculars; more 
than 48 species of birds have been 
sighted at the lake and recorded on 
ebirds.org. Leashed dogs are allowed 
and the path is also a favorite place for 
cyclists. The park has restrooms, small 
barbecue and recreation areas. The 
Faces of Freedom Veterans Memorial 
occupies the edge of the park facing 
Morro Road and is well worth a visit. 

The park is located at 9305 Pismo Ave, 
Atascadero just off of Morro Road 
(Highway 41).

Atascadero Printery 
Foundation
Historic Printery -  the first building 
completed in Atascadero for the 
Woman's National Publishing Co. It was 
the largest printing operation in the 
Western U.S. Restoration is underway 
by the Atascadero Printery Foundation, 
as a Community Theater and 
Education Center. 6351 Olmeda Ave. 
AtascaderoPrintery.org, (805) 466-1961

Charles Paddock Zoo
The zoo is one of only 211 zoos 

accredited by the American Zoo and 

Aquarium Association, this zoo was 
founded in 1955 by Charles Paddock, 
a county park ranger who nursed 
injured wild animals back to health. 
Today, the zoo covers more than 
five acres. Many of the zoo residents 
are part of a world-wide program to 
preserve animals and their habitats. 
Some of these rare and endangered 
animals include the American 
Alligator and endangered owls and 
the Greater Roadrunner native to 
California. The zoo is located at 9100 
Morro Rd, Atascadero. For hours and 
more information call (805) 461-5080 
or visit charlespaddockzoo.org.
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Visit our new tasting room in Atascadero
at 5990 Entrada Avenue

 (805) 296-7765  |  www.kulavineyards.com

Kula means “Gold” in Hawaiian.

Golfing
Atascadero and North San Luis 

Obispo County has several challenging 
golf courses. Contact any of these 
golf courses directly for tee times and 
more information: Chalk Mountain 
Golf Course, Links Golf Course of Paso 
Robles, Paso Robles Golf Club, Hunter 
Ranch Golf Course and River Oaks Golf 
Course

Historic City Hall
Atascadero’s historic city hall is 

probably the city’s best known historic 
building. Located at 6500 Palma Ave. 
and gracing the back of the Sunken 
Gardens, the double-domed Italian 
Renaissance building was originally 
constructed in 1914 as the Atascadero 
Administration Building. After founder 
E.G. Lewis declared bankruptcy 
the building was purchased in 
1927 and, over the years, served 
as three different private schools 
and a bank. It became the Veterans 
Memorial Building when acquired 
by the County of San Luis Obispo in 
1954, and served as a community 
building. When the City of Atascadero 
incorporated in 1979, government 
offices occupied the building until it 
suffered major damage in the 2003 
San Simeon Earthquake. After years 
of reconstruction and restoration, 
Historic City Hall opened again in 
2013.

Dining & Food
The Nautical Cowboy
The Nautical Cowboy offers sustainable 
seafood and some of the region’s finest 
cuts of meat. Located inside of the 
Historic Carlton Hotel in Downtown 
Atascadero, the Nautical Cowboy is 
open daily and features live music 
every Thursday-Saturday. Come enjoy a 
local fave! (805) 461-5100

Shopping
Golf And More
Golf and More is a golf retail store 
handling new and used golfing 
equipment, clubs and balls. They also 
carry used soccer, baseball, soft ball 
and other sporting equipment for 
YOU! Come on in and check them 
out! 9965 El Camino Real, Suite E, 
Atascadero. golfandmore.biz, 
golfandmore.us, (805) 460-6900

The Hope Chest Emporium
The Hope Chest Emporium carries 
an eclectic blend of new, up-cycled 
and antique furnishings, decor, gifts, 
patio/garden and more - from local 
creators and sellers. Customers love 
their selections and prices. Open 7 
days a week, 10 a.m. to 5. p.m. 5800 El 
Camino Real, (805) 459-5113

Wine Tasting
Kula Vineyards & Winery
Kula Vineyards is a small, family-
owned vineyard & winery featuring 
award-winning, estate wines. Kula 
means "Gold" in Hawaiian and you'll 
find it everywhere from the golden 
hills surrounding the vineyard to 
their Golden Retrievers. Visit the new 
tasting room at 5990 Entrada Avenue. 
kulavineyards.com, (805) 296-7765
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VISIT US TODAY AT 
5800 EL CAMINO REAL, ATASCADERO

Eclectic blend of furnishings, 

gifts, repurposed finds & 

antiques for home & garden

Enjoy surf n’ turf in Atascdero 
at the Nautical Cowboy

Hungry visitors to Atascadero 
can enjoy an excellent dinner 

at the perfectly named restau-
rant, Nautical Cowboy. Located 
inside The Carlton Hotel, excellent 
juicy steaks and sustainable seafood 
are available along with red oak 
fired pizzas and BBQ. A fresh raw 
bar is open on the weekends. 

Nautical Cowboy’s dishes are 
prepared with care and precision. 
The restaurant is well known 
in the area for the wonderful 
customer service, delicious food 
and attention to detail, not to mention the tantalizing smell of 

the BBQ as folks drive by.
The menu features starters, 

soup and salad, pasta and steak 
house entrees such as grilled 
Tomahawk rib eye and King 
salmon and half roasted chicken 
to name a few. 

The Carlton Hotel is centrally 
located within the county and is 
situated in the up and coming 
downtown district of Atascadero. 
Any visit to Atascadero is incom-
plete without seeing the beautiful 
downtown area surrounding the 
iconic El Camino Real, which 
passes City Hall, built in 1918. 
See the many shops, pubs, beer 

gardens, 
murals, 
cider 
houses and 
boutiques 
in this 
burgeoning 
artistic com-
munity.

The Carlton was 
originally built in the 
early 1920s, with a history of 
hosting many different business-
es over the years. The Carlton 
has improved significantly, fully 
upgraded in the 90s and 2000s, 
becoming the hotel we know and 
love today. After years of renova-

tions and 
restoration, 
the Carlton 
Hotel re-
opened in 
2005.

The 
family-owned 

and operated 
Nautical Cowboy 

is the creation of 
owner David Weyrich, who 

decided the hotel-run restaurant 
would serve as a go-to dinner 
spot featuring a lounge and high-
class Surf n’ Turf. The Steak and 
seafood offerings can be found 
nowhere else on the Central 
Coast. Share a family-style din-
ner, or an intimate evening with 
loved ones in the elegant setting. 
“Guests say it feels like home 
when they are here,” shared assis-
tant manager Annie Guerrero.

Nautical Cowboy is located 
inside The Carlton Hotel at 6005 
El Camino Real, Atascadero. The 
restaurant is open daily for dinner 
from 5-9 p.m. and is available 
for catering and private dining as 
well. For more information call 
(805) 461-5100 or visit 
nauticalcowboy.com.

–Cassandra Frey

Tantalizing food 
from BBQ to seafood, 

prepared with care 
and precision
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Santa Margarita
Explore this slice of the old west

Santa Margarita is a taste of the 
old west. This settlement, eas-

ily reached from Highway 101 or 
Highway 58 is the gateway to Santa 
Margarita Lake and the Carrizo Plain 
National Monument. The small 
town quickly changes from the first 
impression of a sleepy western town 
to reveal surprising shops full of 
antiques, quirky garden art, plants, 
garden supplies and creative décor, 
restaurants serving up wholesome 
meals, and winery tasting rooms. The 
long history of Santa Margarita, from 
the ancestors of today’s Chumash and 
Salinas people through the Spanish 
and Mexican land grants and early 
American settlers until today, is being 

researched and preserved by the 
Santa Margarita Historical Society.

Attractions & Tours
Santa Margarita Lake

Follow Highway 58 to Santa Mar-
garita Park to find the lake located 
in Santa Margarita Regional Park at 
4695 A Santa Margarita Lake Road. 
Be sure to head out with a full tank of 
gas. The lake and park offer boating, 
fishing, hiking trails and picnick-
ing. The park is located on several 
thousand acres of land designated 
as open space. Call ahead (805) 
781-5930 to verify boat launches, 
swimming and camping.

The Carizzo Plains National 
Monument

The 250,000 acre Carrizo Plain 
National Monument is the largest 
surviving native California grasslands. 
The plains are reminiscent of Africa’s 
Serengeti, providing the highest con-
centration of irreplaceable wildlife 
in California. To reach Carizzo Plain, 
take Highway 58 south from Santa 
Margarita to 17495 Soda Lake Rd.

Santa Margarita Historical Society
The historical society takes local 

history online, with copies of research 
material held at the public library 
located on the corner of I & Murphy 
Streets. Ongoing projects include 

documenting a number of the 
community’s historic buildings and 
recording the stories of “old timers.” 
santamargaritahistoricalsociety.org

Margarita Adventures  
Zipline Tours
Margarita Adventures is the ultimate 
blast for the entire family! Here in the 
heart of San Luis Obispo County, you 
will embark on six ziplines spanning 
nearly 1.5 miles total, starting with a 
thrilling 2,800-foot tandem ride and 
finishing with an unforgettable 
1,800-foot journey over Pinot 
Noir vines. To book a tour or for 
more information visit Margarita-
Adventures.com or call (805) 438-3120
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Zip on over to Margarita Adventures

The adults say it’s fun, the kids 
call it cool and everyone agrees 

that it’s an unforgettable experi-
ence—welcome to Margarita Ad-
ventures zipline canopy tours, the 
biggest thrill in wine country.

Located on the historic Santa 
Margarita Ranch, the full zipline 
course includes six distinct 
ziplines, and optional wine tast-
ing, spanning more than 7,500 
combined feet. During the tour 
you see forests, canyons and 
wide-open views of vineyards 
and mountains. There is the 
1,300-foot Renegade which soars 
over a valley with breathtaking 
360-degree views. The Wood-
lander glides along the top of 
native blue and white oaks. The 

Hilltopper begins with a running 
start and concludes on a hilltop 
vista, while the Archway sends 
guests through a natural archway 
of companion oaks. The Pinot 
Express travels 1,800 feet over 
a Pinot Noir vineyard, and the 

recently added Double Barrel 
kicks everything off with the 
most stunning ride of all. The 
ranch, Margarita Adventures and 
Ancient Peaks Winery are owned 
by the Filipponi, Rossi, and Witt-
strom families.

Margarita Adventures tours 
also includes guided insights into 
Santa Margarita Ranch, which 
was established by Franciscan 
missionaries as an Asistencia, 
or assistance mission, in the late 
1700s. The tours touch on the 
ranch’s sustainable ranching and 
winegrowing practices, as well as 
its diverse wildlife and remark-
able geology, which includes 
fields of ancient oyster fossils.

Tours conclude with an 
optional wine tasting at Ancient 
Peaks Winery when you call 
ahead for a reservation. Ancient 
Peaks Winery specializes in ar-
tisan wines grown on the ranch’s 
estate Margarita Vineyard. To 
make a wine tasting reservation 
call (805) 365-7045.

For more information about 
Margarita Adventures and for 
directions, call (805) 438-3120 or 
visit margarita-adventures.com.

Experience some of 
the biggest thrills in 

wine country

Santa Margarita
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Templeton is the epitome of small 
town charm. Originally founded 

in 1886 as the last station on the 
southbound Southern Pacific Railroad, 
the town hosted horse drawn stage-
coaches that met the trains and gave 
passengers a ride to San Luis Obispo 
to connect with the next stagecoach 
to their destinations. Even after the 
railroad extended the rails south to 
Santa Margarita in 1889, Templeton 
remained the shipping point for local 
crops and products bound eastward 
and to boats in shipping ports on the 
coast. Grain, wood, charcoal, fruit and 
cattle, driven from as far away as Kern 
County, arrived in Templeton for the 
next destination.  

Many of the buildings from the 
late 1800s are still lining Main Street 
and housing unique shops, wineries, 
restaurants serving everything from 
hearty country breakfasts to dinner for 
every taste and the Templeton Histori-
cal Museum Society. 

Attractions
Fresh farm to table 
adventures

Templeton is an ideal starting 
or end-of-day spot for touring the 
back roads on the way to or from 

your favorite wineries. Small farms 
along oak lined winding roads have 
produce stands offering fresh veg-
etables, fruit, eggs and more.

Farmers market
The Saturday morning Farm-

ers Market from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
at the Templeton Park. The park is 
located at 550 Crocker St. Find fresh 
vegetables, fruit, bakery goods, 
meat, fish, nuts, honey, olive oil and 
handmade crafts.

Dining & Food
McPhee’s Grill
Fresh seafood, wood grilled steaks, & 
gourmet pizzas served in a converted 
old saloon with contemporary country 
decor. 416 S. Main St., (805) 434-3204

Real Estate
Navigators Real Estate- 
Brittany Hensley
If you’re looking for a Realtor who 
is deeply rooted in the Community. 
Brittany will listen to the type of 
lifestyle change you are seeking 
and will help you find the perfect 
home to call yours. “Results That 
Will Move You” call Brittany Today! 

brittany@navhomes.com, CA - 
CalDRE#02124179, (805) 712-7049

Salons & Spas
Stanislaus OB-GYN Women's 
Health
Integrative Wellness is about the 
whole woman. Your wellness is at 
the center of everything they do. 
They offer noninvasive options 
when possible and surgery when 
needed. They want you to regain 
your passion and confidence. www.
stanislausobgyn.com, 350 Posada 
Lane Ste 202, Templeton, 
(805) 434-3000

Wine Tasting
Demeter Family Cellars
Demeter Family Cellars is a family 
owned micro winery producing 
small lots of award winning wines. 
Listen to music you choose from 
their collection of over 500 vinyl 
records. James and Diane will 
make your visit memorable in their 
mid-century modern tasting room. 
6990 Kingsbury Rd., Templeton, 
demeterfamilycellars.com, 
(805) 712-0002

Templeton
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"For Results That Will "For Results That Will MoveMove You" You"
Call Brittany HensleyCall Brittany Hensley

805.712.7049805.712.7049 I CalDRE#02124179

S E R V I N G  S L O  C O U N T Y

NavHomes.com

decisions...decisions...

Forty years of living on the Central Coast - Let's Talk!

Searching for a Real Estate agent to help you make the rightSearching for a Real Estate agent to help you make the right    decisiondecision??

decisions...decisions...

decisions...decisions...
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Satisfy your gourmet taste buds 
at McPhee’s Grill in Templeton

Serving up great 
food along with 

great service

Since 1994, McPhee's Grill chef-
owner, Ian McPhee and  his wife 

June have been serving customers 
in their downtown Templeton res-
taurant. McPhee attributes his suc-
cess in reaching this milestone to 
both the growth of the surrounding 
wine country, tourism, and the loy-
alty of his local customers. McPhee 
recalls when the couple first opened 
their restaurant, there were about 
20 wineries in the surrounding 
area; today, more than 250 dot the 
countryside. 

The menu offers fresh seafood, 
wood grilled steaks, local produce 
and gourmet pizzas and pastas. 
Start with Sweet Potato Fries 
and Crispy Tempura Salad and 
move on to Filet Mignon, Rib 
Eye or Macadamia Nut Crusted 
Alaskan Halibut. There is a choice 
of desserts to top off each perfect 
meal. Check out the menu on the 
restaurant website www.mcphees-
grill.com. 

After operating Ian’s Restau-
rant in Cambria for 10 years, 
the McPhees and their partners 
purchased the current build-
ing in Templeton, spent four 
months remodeling the build-

ing, and opened McPhee’s Grill. 
Family-owned and operated, the 
restaurant has employed all four 
of the couple’s children, with two 
still working there today.

“We have customers from  the 
first week we opened our res-
taurant in Cambria in 1983 that 
that still come to our restaurant 
in Templeton on a regular basis 
to this day, “ McPhee said. “It’s 
an amazing thing. We love being 
supported by the community. It’s 
truly the most rewarding part of 
my job.”

Over the last 20-plus years, 
McPhee’s menu has maintained 
house favorites while seasonal, 
farm-fresh ingredients inspire a 

revolving selection of new menu 
items. “This is not a job to me – 

it’s part of my life and lifestyle,” 
McPhee said. “I am so happy to 

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:00 to 5:00 or by appointment

6990 Kingsbury Rd. Templeton, CA. 93465 • 805-712-0002 • demeterfamilycellars.com

Demeter Family Cellars is a family-owned Micro winery 
& tasting room. Located 5 miles east of Hwy 101 off 

Hwy 41 in the beautiful countryside above Atascadero. 
Stop by and visit James and Diane in the mid-century 

modern tasting room & try some of the award-winning 
wines, & choose some music from over 500 vinyl records.

We Specialize in 

Delicious Food,
Local Wines,
Full-Service

Catering390 Main St., Templeton • 434-2345
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in beautiful downtown Templeton since 1994

Oak grilled USDA prime steaks, seasonal seafood, 
natural grown chicken, pork and lamb, and fresh 

seasonal menus supporting local growers.

Featuring local wines and beer

McPhee’s Butcher Shop
Don’t want to go out for dinner?  Stop by and get

one of our steaks to take home and BBQ.

416 S. main street, templeton
805 | 434 | 3204    www.mcpheesgrill.com

Lunch Mon-Sat 11:30 am - 2 pm | Dinner nightly at 5 pm

“dedicated to great food and great service”

Wed-Sun dinner starting at 5pm

Templeton

be here and I love what I do.”
Continuing the family’s legacy, 

the McPhees have opened McPhee’s 
Canteen in the Paso Robles Tin 
City. The new restaurant, managed 
by son Max, serves up burgers, 
sandwiches, salads, wood-fired 
pizza, fish and chips plus a wide 
selection of wine and beer. The 

new canteen is located at 3070 
Limestone Way, Paso Robles. Visit 
mcpheescanteen.com

McPhee’s Grill is located at 416 
Main Street in Templeton. Dinner 
served Wed-Sun from 5-9 p.m. 
Reservations required. For more 
information call (805) 434-3204 
or visit mcpheesgrill.com.
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Paso Robles
Shopping, Fine Dining & Wine Tasting

Located at 6875 Union Rd. Paso Robles. 
The sanctuary is open for visitors from 
Tuesday- Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
(805) 237-3751

Visit the missions
Visit two California missions: Mission 
San Antonio de Padua founded in 
1771 and Mission San Miguel Arcangel, 
founded in 1797. Both missions are 
an easy drive from Paso Robles, with 
Mission San Antonio being the farthest 
in Jolon. Be sure to drive by Fort Hunter 
Liggett to see the Hearst Hacienda 
Lodge designed by Julia Morgan for 
Randolph Hearst. Mission San Miguel 
is located in the town of San Miguel, a 
few miles north of Paso Robles. Visit the 
missions’ websites for more information 
or to attend a mass.

Antique Shops
Reminisce Antiques
Browse this village of shops for a 
selection of fabulous antiques and 
treasures for everyone. Vintage, 
home decor, western, gifts, jewelry, 
accessories and everything 
inspirational. Open Mon. to Sat., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m., Wed. 'till 6 p.m., Sun., 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. In downtown at 1344 Pine 
St., reminiscepasorobles.com,  
(805) 239-1001

Vineyard Antiques
Underpriced treasures is the 
reputation in the 10,000 sq.ft. 

Paso Robles is known worldwide as 
the place to be for award winning 

wines, but the wine is just one of the 
reasons to spend some time here. 
Easy access to lakes and the coast 
makes the town a perfect central 
location for boating, fishing or  
beach time.

Browse the many boutiques, 
antique and specialty shops for 
unique gifts, jewelry, home décor, 
books and one-of-a-kind items, often 
created by local artisans, that you 
know you need. Visit art galleries and 
museums. Order lunch or dinner and 
dine outside in the beautiful shady 
Downtown City Park.

Several winery tasting rooms are 
located within easy walking distance 
in downtown Paso Robles. There are 
more than 200 wineries in the region 
around Paso Robles. One of the 
fastest growing American Viticultural 
Areas in California with 26,000 acres 
planted, Paso Robles wine country 
has one of the longest and most 
consistent growing seasons for wine 
grapes in California.

Attractions
Redwings Horse Sanctuary
This sanctuary rescues horses that have 
been abandoned, neglected or abused. 
Its mission is to eliminate the causes 
of equine suffering through education 
and community outreach programs. 

antique mall. Antique furniture 
from primitive to elegant. Old tools, 
glassware, pottery, artifacts, toys, wine 
accessories, jewelry and more. Garden 
art in our 2,000 sq.ft. patio. Open every 
day 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 2320 Ramada Dr., 
Ste. A, (805) 237-4012

Art Galleries
Deprise Brescia Art Gallery 
and Studio
Discover encaustic paintings, unique 
gifts, original art, one of a kind jewelry, 
sculpture and gems. Experience a 
giant crystal pyramid. Renew in the 
butterfly gardens under the oaks. 
829 10th St Suite B, Paso Robles, 
DepriseBrescia.com, (310) 621-7543

Park Street Gallery
Park Street Gallery showcases some of 
the finest work from premier artists of 
the Central Coast.  Featuring original 
paintings, sculpture, furniture, unique 
jewelry, blown and fused glass, wood 
turnings, ceramics, and fiberarts!  
Located at 1320 Park Street, Paso 
Robles. www.parkstreetgallery.com, 
(805) 286-4430

Studios on the Park
Visit the studios and meet 
accomplished artists at work in their 
studios/galleries. Watch how each artist 
uses their favorite medium to create 
decorative, functional, and wearable 
art. It’s an art experience unlike any 

other! 1130 Pine St., StudiosOnThePark.
org, (805) 238-9800

Attractions & Tours
Hemingway Ballroom 
on Park 
Call today to host your events at the 
newly renovated ballroom in the heart 
of historic downtown. Perfect for wed-
dings, receptions, parties, reunions, 
and family military events. 1234 Park 
St., Paso Robles, 
(805) 500-3585

Sensorio
Light at Sensorio features two walk-
through installations by acclaimed 
artist Bruce Munro. The 15 acre Field of 
Light. comprised of more than 58,800 
stemmed spheres & Light Towers 
celebrating Paso Robles’ wine country, 
composed of more than 17,000 wine 
bottles, both illuminated by glowing 
optic fibers. 4380 HWY 46 East, Paso 
Robles, sensoriopaso.com, 
(805) 226-4287

Sidecar Tours Inc.
Sidecar Tours Inc. is the World's First 
and only tandem sidecar experience. 
They combine the freedom of the 
open road with a one-of-a-kind 
thrilling adventure. 6238 Orcutt Rd., 
San Luis Obispo, sidecartoursinc.com, 
(951) 840-0931
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For a map of Paso Robles area
 wineries, please see page 82

Dining & Food
Buona Tavola
Antipasti, hand crafted pastas, 
generous main courses and truly 
inspired desserts, such as Chef Varia’s 
famous tiramisu. The highest quality 
and freshest foods. Open weekdays for 
lunch & dinner. Open Sat. & Sun. for 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. 943 Spring St.  
Call for reservations. (805) 237-0600

CANE TiKi ROOM
CANE TiKi ROOM gives a tropical 
exotic escape to their guests, right in 
the heart of Paso Robles.  Featuring 
Polynesian small bites and delicious 
tiki cocktails, CANE TiKi ROOM is a 
must visit! 1240 Park St. Paso Robles, 
canetikiroom.com, (805) 227-7113

Eleven Twenty Two 
Speakeasy & Cocktail 
Lounge
1122 was named one of the Top 50 
hidden bars in the world! Elegant and 
classy, it’s like stepping back into the 
1920’s roaring cocktail scene. Located 
directly behind Pappy McGregor’s 
Gastro Pub. Open Wed-Fri evenings. 
1122 Pine St. www.eleven-twentytwo.
com, (805) 238-4141

Odyssey World Cafe
Cozy, casual, comfortable! Gourmet 
sandwiches, salads, burgers, steaks, 
stir fry, desserts. Outdoor seating 
available. Open daily 11 a.m.-8:30 
p.m. (Friday & Saturday til 9 p.m.). 
Downtown, 1214 Pine Street, 
odysseyworldcafe.com, (805) 237-7516

Pappy McGregor’s  
Gastro Pub
Always amazing! High-end 
comfort food, delicious craft 
cocktails, a wonderful staff and 
upbeat atmosphere. A must-
visit in downtown Paso Robles. 
Open 7 days a week for lunch, 
dinner and late-night drinks. 1122 
Pine St., PappyMcGregors.com, 
(805)-238-7070

Paso Pizza Kitchen
Serving an extensive list of gourmet 
pizza, pastas, calzones and much 
more, Paso Pizza Kitchen has been a 
local favorite since opening in 1991. 
With a second location now open you 
will be able to enjoy their tasty dishes 
regardless of what side of town you 
visit. Call (805) 227-0777 for delivery

Paso Terra 
Experience Chef Andre's artistry with 
flavors. The menu changes with the 
seasons, focusing on French cuisine 
and the freshest seafood. Classics are 
given a permanent spot. Downtown 
at 1032 Pine St. pasoterra.com, call for 
reservations, seating is limited. 
(805) 227-4100

Pine Street Saloon
Chances are outlaws like Jesse James 
huddled within these walls. The saloon 
is one of the oldest and most unique 
false-front buildings in the area. Enjoy 
your visit to this historic saloon and 
raise your glasses to the spirit of Jesse 
James. 1234 Pine St., (805) 238-1114

Red Scooter Deli
Featuring a variety of breakfast 
choices, salads, soups, piled high 
sandwiches and a full expresso/
smoothie bar. Catering menu. Delivery 
available 7 days a week. Red Scooter 
Deli – The Deli that Delivers.  
redscooterdeli.com,  
(805) 237-1780

Thomas Hill Organics
From farm to table. A creative menu 
featuring organically-grown produce 
and natural proteins. Enjoy local wines, 
lunch or dinner in our dining room or 
outdoor patio. Located downtown at 
1313 Park St., Thomashillorganics.com, 
(805) 226-5888

Vivant Fine Cheese
With over 150 cheeses to choose 
from, expert staff will assist you with 
wine pairing or creating a gourmet 
picnic box. Charcuterie and local food 
products. 821 Pine St., Ste. B,  
(805) 226-5530

Golf Courses
Paso Robles Golf Club
The formerly private club is now 
open to the public after a total 
renovation of the golf course and 
clubhouse. Beautifully conditioned, 
the course is fun, challenging and a 
great value. Call (805) 238-4722 for 
reservations or to book online, visit 
PasoRoblesGolfClub.com
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Over 20 years local experience

Miranda brings strong branding &

marketing to your listing

Berkshire Hathaway HomeSerivces knows great homes

Full service local brokerage 

Complementary market analysis

Represents buyers and sellers

Quality properties

Selling Paso - by Miranda Battenburg

Miranda Battenburg
Realtor DRE#02131203

800 11th St. 
Paso Robles CA 93446
805-712-1362
805-237-4700
miranda@sellingpaso.com
www.sellingpaso.com

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.® Equal Housing Opportunity.  
If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard this offer.  It is not my intention to solicit your listing. 

- by Miranda Battenburg

Selling Paso
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Museums
Estrella Warbird Museum
An aviation museum dedicated to 
the restoration and preservation 
of military aircraft, vehicles, and 
memorabilia. Hours: Thursday through 
Sunday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Memorial Day, 
July 4th, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Banquet Hall available for rent, 4251 
Dry Creek Rd, Paso Robles, CA 93446, 
ewarbirds.org, (805) 227-0440

Paso Robles Children's 
Museum
The museum’s mission is to engage 
children in a joyful learn-through-play 
environment and inspire educational 
curiosity. It's a favorite for a fun family 
afternoon. Located in the historic 
Paso Robles Volunteer Firehouse. See 
website for hours. 623 13th Street, 
www.pasokids.org, (805) 238-7432

Pioneer Museum
The Pioneer Museum is fun for all 
ages! Get a glimpse of what local life 
was like in the “Good Old Days.” View 
Paderewski memorabilia, vintage farm 
equipment, pioneer artifacts, a one-
room schoolhouse and much more. 
2010 Riverside Ave. Open Thursday-
Sunday 1p.m.-4 p.m., Free Admission, 
pasoroblespioneermuseum.org, 
(805) 239-4556

Outdoor Activities
Zoo To You - Conservation 
Ambassadors
Have you ever wanted to cuddle a 
lemur, play with an otter, hang with 
a Kangaroo or see other wildlife 
behind the scenes? Zoo To You offers 
interactive private tours and hands on 
wildlife encounters daily. 2445 Adobe 
Road, zootoyou.org, (805) 391-0604 

Real Estate
Berkshire Hathaway - Jana 
Lynn Kaba
Jana focuses her time and energy on 
home, ranch and luxury properties. Her 
experiences, upbeat personality and 
organizational skills are an asset to you, 
whether buying or selling your home! 
Jana Lynn Kaba, Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices, Hallmark Realty, 
DRE#02046337, 800 11th St., Paso 
Robles, JKL14REALESTATE@GMAIL.
COM, jkaba.bhhshallmarkrealty.com, 
(760) 641-6430

Miranda Battenburg, BHHS 
Hallmark Realty
With over 20 years local experience, 
start your home journey with Miranda. 
She's an expert real estate agent with 
BHHS Hallmark Realty, providing home-
buyers and sellers with professional, 

Galleries .  Original Art .  Artists at Work 

      1130 Pine Street, Paso Robles www.studiosonthepark.org

Thank you

for your support

of 

local artists!

12pm-4pm Sunday-Thursday 12pm-9pm Friday &Saturday

responsive and attentive real estate 
services. 800 11th St, Paso Robles, CA 
93446, miranda@sellingpaso.com, 
sellingpaso.com, (805) 712-1362

Windermere Central Coast
Whatever your real estate needs, they 
can help you reach your goals with 
confidence. Whether you are looking to 
relocate or looking for a second home 
in our beautiful wine country, they will 
help make your transition seamless.
1446 Spring Street Suite 
105 Paso Robles, CA 93446, 
windermerecentralcoast.com, 
(805) 226-4100

Shopping
The Blenders
A unique women's boutique and 
Merle Norman Cosmetic Studio that 
offers latest technology in skin care 
and color. Life style apparel including 
Charlie B, French Dressing, Jess and 
Jane, and unique accessories to 
complete your vibe. Supporting the 
community for 47 years! 538 12th St., 
Paso Robles,
theblenderspasorobles.com, 
(805) 238-5554

Boyd’s Tobacco  
and Elegant Gifts
The largest selection of cigars and 

accessories on the Central Coast. 
Large walk-in humidor, Italian 
hand-made Briar pipes and pipe 
tobacco. Cigar accessories including 
S.T. Dupont and Xikar. Unique gifts 
for all special occasions, including 
Waterford Crystal. 625 Spring St., 
boydstobacco.com

Naughty But Nice 
Flirt with style! Featuring lingerie, 
shoes, books, sleepwear, club wear, 
lotions & potions and so much more! 
One-stop love boutique for women 
and couples. Open noon- 10pm 1319 
Spring St., nbnstores.com,  
(805) 238-2787

New With Tags
Paso Robles newest consignment 
store with racks of designer clothes 
available at 50% to 70% off. Features 
designer shoes and New Sweet 
romance jewelry made in Los 
Angeles. Open 11 a.m. -5 p.m. Mon-
Wed and 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Thurs - Sat.,  
585 12th St., (805) 226-5655

Siegel’s Jewelry
Explore Paso’s largest jeweler 
specializing in designer- custom- 
estate jewelry, watches, collectibles, 
coins and handbags at huge 
savings. Downtown, 739 12th Street, 
siegelsjewelry.com, (805) 239-4367
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•  Versitile and  

flexable for  

special requests

• Expert service

Call for reservations

(805) 227-4100

1032 Pine St, Paso Robles

www.pasoterra.com

Learn to cook

 with Andre!

Private cooking 
classes available.

Delicious and innovative works 

of art created by award winning 

French chef, Andre Aversang

1214 Pine St., Paso Robles • Downtown near the Park 
805-237-7516 • Open 11am until 8:30pm - 9pm Fridays & Saturdays

Jana Lynn Kaba

jlk14realestate@gmail.com

DRE #02046337

760-641-6430

jkaba.bhhshallmarkrealty.com

SOLD

800 11th St
Paso Robles, CA 93446

LOOKING FOR 
A PLACE TO

Kick Off Your Boots 
AND

 Hang Up Your Hat...

Let Jana Help You!
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Farm-to-Table Restaurant, with an emphasis on organic and natural or grass-fed meats. 

Beautiful Outdoor Patio • Indoor seating available.
Off-site catering for weddings & special events available.

1313 Park Street, Paso Robles1313 Park Street, Paso Robles  ••  880055..222266..55888888
Open 6 days a week for lunch & dinner. Closed Wed.Open 6 days a week for lunch & dinner. Closed Wed.
Brunch on SundaysBrunch on Sundays  ••  tthhoommaasshhiilllloorrggaanniiccss..ccoomm

S

Step inside Eleven Twenty-Two 
Cocktail Lounge & Speakeasy

It’s the place to be 
for an approachable 
yet elevated cocktail 

experience

Hidden locations, intimate 
gatherings and exquisite 

cocktails – these make up just a 
small portion of the lure of the 
modern-day speakeasy. It’s the lure 
of speakeasies that led Donovan 
Schmit and Troy Larkin to intro-
duce Eleven Twenty-Two Cocktail 
Lounge & Speakeasy, or 1122 to 
locals, to downtown Paso Robles 
back in 2018.

With roots harking back to the 
underground, secretive drinking 

establishments of the Prohibition 
Era, the speakeasies of today are 

more accessible and, perhaps, a 
bit more fun. On any given day of 

the week, the tables and bar stools 
at 1122 are filled with a mix of 
the after-work crowd, ranchers, 
farmers, and couples enjoying a 
cocktail before dinner at one of 
the many local restaurants nearby.

 “It’s actually a lot easier to 
get inside our speakeasy than 
people think, especially during 
the week,” Donovan said. “Yes, 
1122 is elegant and fancy, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s off-limits; it’s 
actually quite approachable. Paso 
is a cowboy town with farmers 
and grapes and crops. So, if you 
have mud on your boots or you’re 
wearing flip-flops and shorts, by 
all means we want you to come in 
and see us.”
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We accept 
all major 

credit cards

OPEN 
7 

DAYS

PASO ROBLES
625 12th St.
227-0777

PASO ROBLES
1467 Creston Rd.
369-269680

5

80
5

11am-9pm  
Sun-Thurs

11am-10pm 
Fri & Sat

DELIVERY in Paso Robles and Templeton
Order online pasopizzakitchen.com

Great Pizza, Pastas, Sandwiches & Salads

The same great pizza since 1991

Delivery & Takeout

All of our pizzas are made with 100% cheese grated fresh daily, 
house-made pizza dough & sauce, the highest quality 

meats, and the freshest produce available.

Paso Robles

C H E E S E !

Lunch Menu

Wine

Beer

821 Pine St 
Suite B  
Paso Robles  

Across  
from the  
train station

805-226-5530

 Gourmet picnic boxes for  
local wine tasting

 Charcuterie, fresh bread,  
local food products

 Over 150 cheeses 
 Expert staff to assist  

with wine pairing
 Enjoy our patio

vivantfinecheese.com

Visit Vivant…

The secret is out
With a motto of “No phones, 

no photography, just amazing 
cocktails and service” it’s no 
surprise 1122 has steadily gained 
popularity with both locals and 
tourists alike. Many will dress 
up for a night on the town, with 
some donning Great Gatsby-era 
clothing and taking their experi-
ence at the speakeasy to the next 
level. 

“There’s a rumor going around 
that 1122 is always full and there’s 
always a line, but that is simply 
not true,” Donovan said. “Yes, we 
do tend to have lines on Fridays 
and Saturdays but the line moves 
quickly. With just 30 seats, it’s a 
special, intimate space which is 
true of most speakeasies. Most 
people come in for one or two 
cocktails before or after dinner at 
one of the nearby restaurants so 
we are constantly flipping tables; 
when two people leave, two more 
enter so the line moves fairly 
quickly on busy nights.” 

So, just how does one gain 
access to 1122? It’s actually quite 

accessible; in fact, there are two 
ways to enter the candlelit 1930's 
inspired speakeasy. Enter through 
Pappy McGregor’s, located at 
1122 Pine St., exit out the back 
patio, and the 1122 door is on the 
left. Or, enter through the back 
of the building on Railroad Street 
and walk to the door marked 
1122.

“It’s definitely not a secret any-
more,” Donovan said. “You don’t 
need a password to get inside, 
you just need to know where to 
find us. It’s all about the experi-
ence, starting with the location 
and how to get inside through the 
secret room. Once you enter the 
space, hear the music, take in the 
atmosphere, and see the staff in 

uniforms, you are transported to 
a different era – that’s the whole 
speakeasy experience.”

Under the direction of Gen-
eral Manager and Lead Bartender 
Matt Kelly, the entire staff of 
1122 is dedicated to ensuring 
guests enjoy an elevated cocktail 
experience. Everybody from the 
bartenders to the hostess to the 
door men dress in uniforms of 
the era including suspenders with 
bow ties, fedoras, and flapper 
dresses, with the theme carrying 
throughout the entire space.

World-class cocktails, spirits, 
and drinks

And, the cocktails? They’re 
top-notch. On any given night, 
an average of 20 are featured on 
the menu with eight to ten being 
seasonal – currently featuring 
warm winter spices including 
cinnamon and nutmeg – while 
the remainder are what Donovan 
calls “forgotten cocktails.”

“We search through old cock-
tail books from the 1920s and 
30s and come up with drinks that 
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Donations can be made on our website:
www.redwingshorsesanctuary.org 
info@redwingshorsesanctuary.org

•  Volunteer
•  Foster program
•  Sponsor a horse
•  Take a guided sanctuary tour
•  Educational and community outreach

Tuesday thru Saturday from 10am-3pm
by Appointment Only

(805) 237-3751
6875 Union Rd., Paso Robles, CA 93446 
 P.O. Box 186, Paso Robles, CA 93447

were popular back then,” he said. 
“We source the original spirits, 
which can be difficult to find, 
and recreate those cocktails with 
our own twist on them so people 
can experience what was popular 
back then.”

In addition, the 
1122 menu is 
packed full of 
classics from 
the Old 
Fashioned 
to Negro-
nis, mar-
tinis, and 
daiquiris. 
Craving 
a Cosmo 
or Lemon 
Drop? The 
talented bartend-
ers are always open 
to guests calling out their 
favorite cocktail, even if it’s not on 
the menu, and they make every-
thing from scratch.

“The syrups, bitters, tinctures, 
shrubs, basically everything you 
could possibly put into a cocktail 
including fresh-squeezed juices 
is done in-house,” Donovan said. 
“The only thing we are not doing 
is distilling our own spirits. And 
the things our bartenders do with 
the cocktails, from adding smoke 
and fire and using nitrogen to 
chill – they put on a show and it’s 
like a fun chemistry lesson each 
night at 1122. The room lights up 
with fire and it smells like hickory 
or toasted cinnamon and the 
atmosphere constantly changes 
from all the different drinks they 
are creating – it’s really cool.”

Crowd favorites include 1122’s 
signature cocktail, the Butter 

Pecan Old Fashioned, made with 
bourbon, house-made pecan syr-
up, orange bitters, and angostura. 
Also, Matty’s Gin and Tonic with 
1122 gin, tonic syrup, crushed 
ice, charged water, and key lime 

essence, and, dating back to 
the Prohibition Era, 

The Last Word. 
A selection of 

beers, cham-
pagnes, and 
Daou wine 
is avail-
able by the 
glass for 
non-spirit 
drinkers.

The se-
cret elements, 

the somewhat-
hidden loca-

tion, exquisite craft 
cocktails, impeccable 

service, intimate details, and 
Great Gatsby-era music playing in 
the background – all of this and 
more lend to the elevated, yet ap-
proachable experience and magic 
of Eleven Twenty-Two Cocktail 
Lounge and Speakeasy.

Seating is first come first 
served with a limited amount of 
weekday reservations available.

Eleven Twenty-Two is located 
at 1122 Pine St. in Paso Robles, 
directly behind Pappy McGregor’s. 
Open Sun and Tue-Thu from 6-11 
p.m. and Fri/Sat 5p.m.-1 a.m. 
Make reservations online at 
eleven-twentytwo.com or through 
Yelp for those on a tight schedule. 
Find videos, specials, and informa-
tion on the latest events on Insta-
gram @1122.cocktail.lounge.

–Meagan Friberg

OOPPEENNIINNGG
JJAANNUUAARRYY
22002222

1240 PARK ST, DOWNTOWN PASO ROBLES • (805) 227-7113
www.CANETIKIROOM.COM • @CANETIKIROOM

As seen on “Ghost Adventures”
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WILDLIFE WILDLIFE 
ENCOUNTERS ENCOUNTERS 
& TOURS& TOURS

Experience our rescue zoo like never before
& take home memories that last a lifetime.

Book now at zootoyou.org

Closet Candy 
Boutique 
by Caroline

Call Caroline for special  
orders and your stylish sizing. 

(805) 464-1058

Shop NOW!

Be the girl who  
just went for it!

New With Tags features hand-
picked new and used clothing
The popular spot for shopping is filled with upscale brands at a lower price

Owner Wendy Berti is a proud 
woman in Paso Robles, 

because she runs the only consign-
ment store in town. Berti’s husband 
encouraged her to start her own 
shop, which she agreed to and 
opened New With Tags in 2015. 
Her prior experience of over 15 
years in sales, customer service, 
and consignment really shows and 
continues to this day with the help 
of the local community’s affinity for 
upscale, long-lasting clothing.

New With Tags takes only the 
best- freshly laundered, stain-free 
clothes with no holes or odors, 
in nearly perfect condition from 
high end brands. Aside from their 
impeccable taste and discern- ment, New With Tags stays sea-

sonal, and current, only carrying 
the top-of-the-line for ladies with 
fashionable taste. Casual, elegant, 
or sophisticated, they carry it 
all. The customers are able to get 
ahold of many wonderfully made, 
beautiful pieces at a fraction of 
the cost.

New With Tags carries mid-
tier contemporary brands and 
high-end designer brand denim, 
all available for 50-70% off the 
original retail price. Items that 
are accepted for consignment are 
on the floor for 90 days. The last 
30 days the items are on sale, and 
each month she’ll have a new col-

ored tag at 30% 
off. Unsold 
items that the 
consignor no 
longer wants 
are donated to 
local charitable 
community orga-
nizations. Consign-
ors receive 40% of the 
selling price and can be paid 
in cash or with store credit. Stop 
in to pick up a consignor checklist 
and accepted brands list.

Berti’s eye for finding excel-
lent clothes is impeccable, which 
makes the shopping too easy. Her 
curated collection of tasteful, eye 

catching fashions, jewelry, and 
shoes is full of variety. Custom-
ers can try on anything at their 
leisure, in one of the spacious 
dressing rooms, or browse one 
of the many very well organized 
racks. New With Tags proudly 
carries sizes from 0-14, and caters 
to all sizes. Berti makes shopping 
for a great outfit that much easier. 
Her honesty and experience in 
consignment guarantees custom-

ers will always get the 
best deal-whether 

buying or sell-
ing.

You 
never 
know 
what 
you’ll 
find 
at the 

shop, and 
customers 

come back 
frequently to 

see what’s been 
added to the shop floor. 

New With Tags carries new and 
consigned items at excellent 
prices. This is one local shop 
you won’t want to miss, and it is 
good at keeping customers in the 
loop regularly with social media 
posts, sharing new arrivals in the 
store on an almost daily basis. 
Visit New With Tags for a perfect 
new Holiday outfit, and expect 
friendly, personable staff who 
are ready to help with just about 
anything.

New With Tags is located at 
591 12th St. in Paso Robles. Hours 
are Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., and 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 
closed Sunday and Monday. For 
more information, call 
(805) 226-5655.

–Cassandra Frey
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Visit the earthquake capital of 
the world, just north of Paso Robles

It’s shakin’ down under
Parkfield

Why would anyone go to a 
place that is centered smack 

dab on the San Andreas fault? Not 
the place to be in the event of “the 
big one,” Parkfield, California is 
known as the earthquake capital of 
the world. The town has population 
of 18 and is primarily a ranching 
community. 

Other than the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) conducting ex-
periments on the fault since 1985, 
the V-6 Ranch and the Parkfield 
Café are the most prominent 
businesses. “The Parkfield Experi-
ment,” by the USGS studies what 
goes on before, during and after 
an earthquake in the fault and the 
surrounding region. 

Along with waiting for the 
next big one, Parkfield offers quite 
a few adventures. A stop in the 
Parkfield 
Café for 
lunch is a 
good idea. 
Owners 
of the V-6 
Ranch built 
the café out 
of logs in 
1989. The 
café has an 
old-world 
décor with 
branding 
tools and 
other ranch 
items hang-
ing from 
the ceiling. 
The menu 
features lo-
cally grown 
produce, 
meats 
cooked over oak firewood, and 
breads from Brian’s Breads. 

Visitors to the area can par-
ticipate in trail rides, cattle drives 
and other ranch activities. You 

can stay in the Parkfield Lodge or 
perhaps the room located in the 
Water Tower that was once the 

source of 
the town’s 
water sup-
ply.

The 
annual 
Parkfield 
Rodeo 
returned 
in 2021 
after tak-
ing 2020 
off. The 
Parkfield 
Bluegrass 
Festival is 
sched-
uled to 
return in 
2022 and 
there’s the 
annual Ar-
tisan’s Fall 
Roundup 
with hand-

crafted and western themed items 
for sale every October. 

The town, originally named 
Russelsville, was active in mining 

NORTHERN ITALIAN CUISINE 

created by 
experienced and 

skilled chef 

Antonio Varia

Antipasti, hand crafted pastas and 

generous main courses featuring the 

area’s freshest seasonal ingredients. 

desserts such as tiramisu or gelato.

LUNCH: MON-FRI 11:30-2:30 
DINNER: SUN-THU 5:30-9:30, FRI & SAT 5:30-10:00

San Luis Obispo 
805.545.8000

1037 MONTEREY ST.

Paso Robles
805.237.0600
943 SPRING ST.EMPORIO ALLE PIA

8390 EL CAMINO REAL
ATASCADERO
805.461.6800
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THE BLENDERS
A UNIQUE WOMENS BOUTIQUE

MERLE NORMAN COSMETICS

538 12TH STREET  •  PASO ROBLES, CA 93446
LORI ALPERT  •  (805) 238-5554

BLENDERS2@SBCGLOBAL.NET

THEBLENDERSPASOROBLES.COM
Hours: Noon - 10pm

Paso Robles

1344 Pine Street
Paso Robles

(805) 239-1001
Mon-Sat 11-5, Wed open ‘till 6 

Sun 11-4

Reminisce
A Village of Shops

1344 Pine Street
Paso Robles

(805) 239-1001
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4

at ReminisceAntiques

Multiple Vendors
includingincluding

Local Artisans
Gifts • CandlesGifts • Candles

Vintage • JewelryVintage • Jewelry
Accessories • AntiquesAccessories • Antiques
Architectural SalvageArchitectural Salvage

Art • Home FurnishingsArt • Home Furnishings

Join Our Group:
Keeping Up With Reminisce!

in the 19th century. There was 
even a post office from 1885-

Open Daily 11am - 6pm, Closed Tuesdays
ART & ABOUT Paso!  Every First Saturday of the Month, 6 - 9 pm

Paso Robles

1954. About the time the town 
applied for the post office, the 
name was changed to Parkfield, 
reportedly because of its setting 
among stately oak trees. 

A geologist’s goldmine
For geologists Parkfield is a 

goldmine as the most studied 
earthquake zone in the world. 
The San Andreas Fault Observa-
tory at Depth (SOFAD) drilled 
holes more than two  miles into 
the earth across the fault. Their 
target was a spot on the fault that 
appears to generate sequences 
of repeating microearthquakes. 
They completed the drill in 2005 
installing a series of sensors to 
record earthquakes in the area. 

Earthquakes of 6 or greater on 
the Richter scale have occurred 
about 22 years apart, the last one 
in 2004. The town sits directly on 
the San Andreas Fault. One of the 
most active faults in California 
the San Andreas is approximately 
800 miles long and up to 10 
miles deep, dividing the North 
American Tectonic Plate from the 
Pacific Plate. The Pacific Plate’s 
relentless movement northward 
causes the earthquakes.

-Ruth Ann Angus
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Studios on the Park brings art to life
Watch artists at 

work in their studios

T h e  P r i d e  o f  P a s o  R o b l e s ,  C A

Memorial Day • July 4th • Labor Day • Veterans Day
Banquet Hall Available for Rent

4251 Dry Creek Rd., Paso Robles, CA 93446

805.238.9317 ewarbirds.org

Thanks to artist Anne Lad-
don’s vision for an active, 

engaging space for artists and art 
lovers alike, Studios on the Park in 
downtown Paso Robles serves as 
a major hub of the Central Coast’s 
thriving art community. Dedicated 
to sharing the creative process with 
locals and visitors, this nonprofit 
organization and open studios art 
center has grown to include 
eight studios with 16 
14 artists, four 
galleries and a 
fine craft gift 
shop since 
opening in 
2009. The 
not-to-
be-missed 
galleries 
are the 
Lonnie 
Hood Pho-
tography Gal-
lery, Paso Robles 
Arts Association 
Gallery, The Kids Art Smart 
Gallery, and the San Luis Obispo 
County of Education Gallery.

Local artists work in a variety 
of mediums at Studios on the 
Park, including acrylic, charcoal, 
collage, mixed media, mosaic, oil, 
pastel, pen & ink, photography, 
printmaking and watercolor. 
Styles range from traditional 
to contemporary. The unique 
combination of artist work-space 
allows visitors to view the art as it 
is being made.

The heart of Studios on the 
Park, with artists as “profession-
als who inspire others to create, 
explore, educate and share,” is 
based on an interactive art com-
munity Laddon had been a part 
of in the Washington DC area 
during the 1970’s and 80’s. Visi-
tors are encouraged to pause, ask 
questions, and watch the artists as 
they work.

“Studios on the Park is com-
mitted to providing arts access 

and educa-
tion in Paso 
Robles,” Lad-
don said. “It is 

so much more 
than a gallery.”

History and 
community 

connection
From its location along the 

tree-lined eastern edge of the 
downtown city park, Studios on 
the Park boasts an array of activi-
ties for visitors and community 
members, as well as the oppor-
tunity for visitors to purchase 
and learn about art being made 
locally. Residing in a historic 
building that once housed an auto 
repair shop and a variety of auto 
showrooms, the art center has 
maintained the original charac-
ter of the building through its 
repurposing. The facade, with its 
floor-to-ceiling windows, lets in 
abundant light; the sign on the 
front of the building was designed 
to mirror old-fashioned auto 
repair shop signs; and decorative 
touches throughout remind visi-
tors of the history of the space.

A connection to the com-
munity was a part of Laddon’s 
vision from day one – a variety 
of classes are offered throughout 

the year. With its Kids Art Smart 
program, the nonprofit provides 
free, hands-on art classes to local 

elementary and middle school 
children, more than 20,000 to 
date. Studios on the Park also 
celebrates Art After Dark Paso, a 
fun tradition of art, wine, and live 
music-filled evenings on the first 
Saturday of every month.

With its continued presence 
both in the community and in its 
space downtown, Studios on the 
Park continues to make a huge 
impact on the landscape of the 
arts in Paso Robles and the entire 
Central Coast.

Studios on the Park, located 
at 1130 Pine St. in Paso Robles, is 
open Sunday-Thursday Noon – 4 
p.m. with extended hours until 9 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Call 
(805) 238-9800 or visit studioson-
thepark.org for more information, 
including a full listing of demon-
strations, classes, and events for 
children and adults.

– Kate Joyce
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Spice up life at Naughty But Nice
Spicing things up has 

never been easier

Looking to spice things up a 
bit? Naughty But Nice, a “love 

boutique” located in downtown 
Paso Robles, may have just what 
you’re looking for. From romantic 
to somewhat saucy, the large array 
of items featured at this unique 
boutique is sure to please everyone 
on your shopping list – including 
yourself.

“We are all about being 
relationship-focused,” said Michelle 
Norton, co-owner of Naughty But 
Nice along with her husband, Mi-
chael. “Everything we carry is about 
spicing things up in the bedroom.”

Ever-changing inventory
The boutique welcomes hun-

dreds of local and out-of-town 
shoppers. With an ever-changing 

inventory featuring everything 
from lingerie, menswear, shoes, 
games and novelty items to bridal 
collections and bachelorette party 
supplies, shoppers find just about 
everything they are looking for in a 
comfortable, non-judgmental envi-

ronment. Dispelling the traditional 
adult store image, this tastefully 
decorated and well-stocked shop 
offers a discreet option for couples 
and singles alike.

“Naughty But Nice is definitely 
a fun store to visit,” says Michelle. 
“For those that are in the area en-
joying a weekend getaway, we can 
help turn their stay into a romantic 
weekend. We have massage oils, 
lingerie, and all sorts of body care 
products for those more adventur-
ous-types.”

The small staff is knowledge-
able, friendly and discreet and work 
to ensure that each visitor that steps 
through the doors feels welcomed 
and comfortable when they stop 
by the largest love boutique on the 
Central Coast.

“We get to know the people that 
visit us and we want to make sure 
they are comfortable telling us any-

thing,” says Michelle, adding, “this 
is a very nonjudgmental place and 
we will help you find whatever you 
need. This is just a really, really fun 
store and all of us are committed to 
making your visit a fun experience.”

Gifts galore
Searching for a fun, unique gift 

for the holidays or for an upcoming 
anniversary or special occasion? 
See the extensive selection of gift 
boxes and gift baskets at Naughty 
But Nice. Some are filled with ro-
mantic items and games, while oth-
ers may include lingerie, candles, 
massage oils and numerous other 
goodies – all are customizable and 
make for an easy gift option.

Check out the costume selection 
at Naughty But Nice including 
shoes, stockings, gloves, corsets, 
skirts, and more in sizes from small 
to 4X. “We are fashion consultants 
year-round and we carry every-
thing you need to put your own 
costume together,” says Michelle. 
“We can help you choose items that 
will make the costume original and 
unique – from Alice in Wonder-
land to Sexy Vampire; we also have 
masks available year-round. We 
are all about fashion and helping 
women feel their sexiest.”

Stop by Naughty But Nice, lo-
cated at 1319 Spring St. #101 in Paso 
Robles, Sunday through Thursday 
from noon to 10 p.m. and until 11 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. For more 
information, call (805) 238-2787, 
visit their website at nbnstores.com.

2320 Ramada Dr., “A” • Paso Robles • (805) 237-4012
Hours:  open every day 10am-5pm • vineyardantiques@gmail.com

Over 10,000 sq. ft. of antiques!
Wine-Related Antiques & Collectibles

Buy & Sell Antiques, Furniture, Coins, Jewelry, Gold & Silver

“Underpriced Treasures”“Underpriced Treasures”

Vineyard Antiques

www.pasoroblesdowntown.org

Stroll… Shop…Socialize…
WHERE EVERYBODY COMES TOGETHER

Downtown Paso Robles

DECEMBER
Sat. 4th • 60th Annual 

Christmas Light Parade (Downtown) 
Country Christmas Memories 

7pm, Santa & Mrs. Claus will be riding on a float 
with the Snow King & Queen

Sat. 11th • 35th Annual Vine Street 
Victorian Showcase (Drive Through)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Scan to view 

Voice of 

Paso Main 

Street TV!

Where’s norma?

6pm-9pm, Santa & Mrs. Claus, Snow 
King & Queen & Scrooge will be riding 

up and down in Santa’s Sleigh
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Succulent seafood awaits at Paso Terra
Chef Andre combines 
classic cooking with a 

modern twist

To say Executive Chef Andre 
Averseng enjoys cooking 

would be an understatement. The 
co-owner of Paso Terra with his 
wife, Cristina, Chef Andre has been 
in the food industry for more than 
half a century and continues to 
create new and exciting dishes that 
exceed the expectations of diners 
at their downtown Paso Robles 
seafood restaurant.

“I am a really passionate about 
my cooking, even after 60 years,” 
Chef Andre said. “I am all about 
taste, and I like flavorful food. I’ve 
learned over the years the right way 
to season food, to bring out all the 
flavors.”

Chef Andre said he is influenced 
by ethnic foods including Peruvian, 
Japanese, Italian, Spanish and, of 
course, from France, his homeland.

“I like to experience and create 
new things,” he said. “I don’t like 
to cook the same foods forever. 
Each time I create a new menu, 
there are certain items I feel really 
excited about. When people start to 
appreciate and love the flavor of the 
creation I came up with in my mind 
and with my hands, it is confirmed 
when they are enthusiastic about 
what’s happening with my menu.”

And just what makes Paso Terra 
stand out among the many eatery 
options in town?

“I would have to say it’s the way 
Andre prepares the food,” Cristina 
said. “If you like seafood, Andre 
is hands-down the best seafood 
chef in San Luis Obispo County 
and he loves the fact that people 
appreciate his food and appreciate 
the artistry in his food. There is a 
lot of satisfaction in seeing people 
happy, knowing that we made a 
great impact in their life. Both of us 
really love our customers, and we 
love serving them. It’s the same for 
our staff. Here at Paso Terra we are 
known for our efficient and friendly 
service.”

The menu changes with the sea-

sons and Paso Terra is now serving 
its winter menu. Warming Mush-
room Strudel with Porcini Sauce, 
Succulent Scallops topped with 
Bacon Jam, Monkfish with Lobster 
Sauce, Stripped Bass in Seaweed 
and Curry Sauce and of course, 
Cioppino. For the non-seafood lov-
ers Paso Terra offers Braised Beef 
Short ribs, 10-ounce Rib Eye Steak, 
Rack of Lamb Pest and a Vegan 
and Vegetable Risotto. The seafood 
dishes at Paso Terra are as decadent 
the steaks, salads, appetizers, and 
desserts. New dishes include the 
Snapper Ceviche, the Cake Trio 
with lobster, scallop and crab cakes, 
and the Greek Salad with Halloumi 
grilled cheese.

Many popular dishes are on 
the menu year around. One of 
the more popular appetizers, the 
Grilled Octopus, is tender and 
bursting with flavor. Simmered 
in oil for 2.5 hours, it is prepared 
with a Peruvian style sauce with aji 
Amarillo chili and served on a bed 
of butternut squash puree.

On the entree side Paso Terra 
continues offering the Halibut with 
Orangecello Sauce, Mixed Seafood 
Grill, Branzino sauteed in Toasted 
Oat, served with Preserved Lemon 
Sauce and Sand Dabs Meuniere. 
All entrees are served on a bed of 
mashed potatoes, with a variety 
of vegetables such as Japanese 
eggplant, carrots, and baby yellow 
squash.

Desserts, wine, and cooking 
classes

Chef Andre is known for his 
decadent desserts, including his 
famous Lemon Cheesecake and his 
beautiful and light Pavlova, a me-

ringue filled with whipped cream 
and fresh berries.

French and local wines and 
beers from the Central Coast fill 
out the menu. On Wednesdays, 
bottles of French wines are available 
for half price.

Be sure to ask about the private 
cooking classes. Whether its sushi, 
meat, appetizers, or baked goods, 
Chef Andre loves sharing his skills 
as a professional culinary instruc-
tor with students from all walks of 
life. And the classes are a great gift 
idea – call ahead to schedule an 
appointment.

Paso Terra is located at 1032 
Pine St. in Paso Robles. Reserva-
tions are required; open Wednesday 
through Saturday, 5:30-9 p.m. For 
more information, call 
(805) 227-4100.

–By Meagan Friberg

Downtown • 1234 Park St.  Paso Robles • (805) 500-3585

Weddings • Receptions • Engagement Party • Anniversary Party 
Birthday Parties • Holiday Parties • Corporate Events • Bar Mitzvah 

Bat Mitzvah • Quinceañera • Celebration of Life • Graduation Parties 
Sweet 16 • Reunions • Military Events

Call today to book your special event at the 
Hemingway Ballroom located in the heart 

of historical Paso Robles.

on Park
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Come play and get creative at 
the Paso Robles Children’s Museum
The Paso Robles Children’s Mu-

seum in downtown Paso Robles 
opened its doors in 2007. The 
museum’s historic home was once 
the volunteer firehouse serving 
Paso Robles. It is designed to help 
children “learn through play.”

Karina’s Creative Corner on the 
second floor features a new activity 
each day, so frequent museum visi-
tors can expect to find new arts and 
crafts activities each visit. Exhibits 
include Grape Stomp, The Market 
Area, Newton’s Playhouse, a real 
working fire engine, Solar Wind and 
Water, the Theater Area, a Toolbox 
Piano, and Hero’s Park.

The museum is available for pri-
vate parties and groups. Upcoming 
events include Santa coming to the 
museum on December 12. 

Paso Robles

Paso Robles Pioneer Museum

2010 Riverside Ave. 
(805) 239-4556

Open:
Thursday - Sunday
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

www.PasoRoblesPioneerMuseum.org

Wendy 
Berti

591 12th Street • Paso Robles • (805) 226-5655

       Delivery 9am - 3pm       Delivery 9am - 3pm
             Open 7 days a week             Open 7 days a week

Box Lunches Box Lunches •• Meetings  Meetings •• Party Platters  Party Platters 
Wedding Packages Wedding Packages •• Wine Tours Wine Tours

Breakfast, Lunch & MoreBreakfast, Lunch & More
Patio Seating Patio Seating •• Dog Friendly Dog Friendly

Kids Menu Kids Menu ••  Gluten-Free Gluten-Free ••  Vegan OptionsVegan Options

Order OnlineOrder Online
www.www.redredscooterdeli.comscooterdeli.com

1102 Pine St., Paso Robles1102 Pine St., Paso Robles
(Next to Park Cinemas Theatre(Next to Park Cinemas Theatre

((805805))  237-1780 237-1780

The Children's Museum is a 
member of Museums for All, which 
encourages families of all back-
grounds to visit museums regularly 
and build lifelong museum habits. 
Simply show your valid EBT card 
and ID when checking in for a 
discounted rate.

Unvaccinated and Vaccinated 
people are required to wear a face 
covering while visiting the mu-
seum. Children 2 and under are 
not r

The museum is located at 623 
13th Street in Paso Robles. Open 
Fri-Mon 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Admission: 
is $6 for Kids ages 1-13, $8 / Adults 
$7 and Grandparents (65+) $5. For 
more information about activities 
and special events visit pasokids.org 
or call (805) 238-7432.
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Take a drive and learn  
about olive oil by tasting it

ots 
de0RO 

Tl N(s�'lli? 
PASO ROBLE 5, CA 

Olive Oil & Artisan Food Tasting 
Sips & Bites Eatery 

2989 B Limestone Way 
Paso Robles 
805-227-4223

Open Daily 11- 5 
Friday & Saturday 11 - 6 

olivasdeoro.com 

a greasy feeling on your tongue, it’s probably 
past its prime.

Remember, olive oil is a fresh product, 
much like a fruit juice. It needs to be used 
within 24 months of when it’s made, and 
it needs to be used within a few months of 
opening the bottle.

Olivas De Oro
Local grower and producer of award-winning 
olive oil. Enjoy olive oil, vinegar and artisan-
crafted food tastings and a rotating selection of 
cheese & charcuterie. Located in Tin City, 2989 
B Limestone Way, Paso Robles. Open Daily 11-5, 
Fri & Sat 11-6, olivasdeoro.com, (805) 227-4223

Olive oil tasting involves smelling the 
aroma of an oil, and then sipping it to 

taste its positive attributes. Official tasters 
drink the oil from dark blue glasses, to ensure 
they can’t see the color of the olive oil (and be 
influenced by an oil’s green or gold color).

Look for three qualities
Tasters should look for these three  

positive attributes:

 Fruitiness: Any positive organic smell  
or taste.

 Bitterness: A sign of freshness that is  
usually tasted on the sides of the tongue.

 Pungency: A peppery, burning sensation 
in the throat.

Not all olive oils have all three of the 
attributes, but some should be present.Try it 
for yourself!! Grab that bottle you’ve had in 
the pantry for ages, and taste it to see if it’s 
still good. Pour some into a wine glass– about 
an inch or two high – cover the glass with one 
hand while warming the base of the glass with 
the other. Place your nose into the glass after 

a minute and breathe in. Does it smell fruity, like 
green apples or cut grass or tomato leaf? Great! 

Or does it smell unpleasant, 
like paint thinner or bacon 
or a musty cellar? In that 
case, it’s probably defective 
and should be thrown out.

Next, slurp in about a 
quarter of a teaspoon and 
let it sit on your tongue 
while you breathe in. 
Finally, swallow a bit and 
look for any signs of pepper 
in the throat. If an oil has 
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Wine 
Tasting
Your journey  
begins at one 
of more than  
200 wineries

www.riverstarvineyards.com

7450 Estrella Rd., San Miguel • 805-467-0086
Open Fri-Sun 11-5pm or by appointment

Bring in this ad for 10% off your wine purchase!
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Available Wednesday-Sunday 11am-3pm

49
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LUNCH &
DINNER

Wednesday-Sunday
Reserve on

OpenTable.com

Award winning  
architectural design

150+ Gold/Double Gold Medals
in just under 5 years

WARM  
WELCOMING 

OUTDOOR 
EXPERIENCE

7450 Vineyard Dr, Paso Robles  

Open Daily 11 am - 5 pm 
by Appointment

805.239.2200

www.breconestate.com

Globally Recognized
Winemaker



84 WINTER 2021-22       slovisitorsguide.com

Wine Tasting

Organically grown Castoro Cellars 
keeps getting better with age

A wonderful place 
to sip wine, listen to 
live music and relax 
among the ancient 

oaks

Operating since 1983 and mak-
ing their organically farmed 

“Dam fine wine” for almost 40 
years, power-couple Bimmer and 
Niels Udsen are among the found-
ing Paso Robles winery owners who 
continue to thrive and operate a 
very successful, forward-thinking 
winery and distillery.

Castoro Cellars and the Udsen 
family embody the true Califor-
nia lifestyle—laid back, warm 

and welcoming. The winery is 
child and pet-friendly, everyone 
is encouraged to come and enjoy 

the scenery and atmosphere. 
Castoro serves a special, delicious 
non-alcoholic grape juice, perfect 
for little ones. If you’re feeling 
hungry, try their delicious snacks 
from olives to nuts, chocolates, 
cheese, salami, crackers and 
spreads.

The 50,000 case winery has 
been SIP certified since 2007, 
with wines sold worldwide and in 
35 states across the US. Their first 
tasting room 
was located 
on the corner 
of Bethel Rd. 
and Hwy 
46, occu-
pied today 
by Peachy 
Canyon 
Winery. For 
the past 20 
years Castoro 
Cellars has 
been thriving 
in the rolling 
hillsides and 
misty valleys 
of Templeton 
located between Cambria and 
Paso Robles. This idealistic loca-
tion on Bethel Rd. has been built 
up over the years and features an 
amazing backdrop for live music 
from an outdoor stage. For the 

past eight years, Castoro has 
hosted the highly popular two-
day Whale Rock Music & Arts 
Festival, formerly known as Bea-
verstock. The winery holds a very 
popular monthly yoga brunch 
series, followed by mimosas. Visi-
tors can also enjoy a round of fun 
at the 18-hole disc golf course, 
woven throughout the vineyard.

It all began when owner 
Niels returned from living in 
Italy and knew he had grown 
a passion for all things wine. 
After returning to California and 
graduating from CalPoly with an 
Agricultural Business degree, his 
ventured into the wine industry 
at Estrella River Winery. Gaining 
hands-on winemaking skills and 
working hard building from the 
ground up, the couple started 
making bigger batches of wine 
and acquired a large facility in 
San Miguel. It was a lot of extra 
space-so they started the first 
custom crush facility in the area, 
later adding a mobile bottling 
company. 

In the beginning the Udsens 
didn’t own 
vines but 
today they are 
now proud to 
say Castoro 
Cellars wine 
is 100% estate 
grown and the 
largest organic 
grower on the 
Central Coast. 
With around 
1500 acres cer-
tified organic, 
400 acres of 
which are 
farmed bio-
dynamic, the 

couple grows over 20 varieties of 
reds and whites. Castoro Cellars 
has among the most white wines 
in Paso Robles from chardonnay, 
to sauvignon blanc, moscato, and 
falanghina. The vineyards have 
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Wine Tasting

WITH 26 VARIETALS AND ENDLESS VINEYARD VIEWS THERE IS 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE. BRING A PICNIC AND ENJOY. 

Pear Valley Estate Wine• 4900 Union Road Paso Robles, California 93446 
Tasting Room Hours: 11am to 5pm • 7 days a week by appointment• Phone: (805) 237-2861 • pearvalley.com 

a lot of variety and have been 
known to grow many types of red 
and white wine grapes over the 
years. 

Castoro Cellars is focused on 
sustainability and is fully solar 
powered. Solar power came in 
2006 with 42 solar panels at the 

Cobble Creek vineyard. In 2012 
more arrays were installed at 
Dos Vinas vineyard to power 
wells and a home. Today there is 

a three acre solar array, remote 
mobile solar installation, and 
solar panels on the tasting room 
gallery roof. Son Luke Udsen 
said, “We are constantly improv-
ing and expanding, hoping to 
get all electric ATVs and tractors 
charged by solar power. The next 
sustainability goal is getting away 
from gas and diesel power.”

Udsen shares, “Future plans 
are looking bright. We are trying 
to constantly evolve and keep in 
touch with our beginnings. It’s 
important we make sure that we 
don’t become old school, compla-
cent or lose our identity.” 

Check out Castoro’s Bethel Rd. 
Distillery where you’ll find small 
batch wines and a nice variety of 
quality brandy, gin, grappa, or-
ange liqueur and walnut liqueur.

Castoro Cellars is located at 
1315 N. Bethel Rd, Templeton. 
Open 7 days a week from 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. For more information call 
(805) 238-0725 or visit 
castorocellars.com

 
-Cassandra Frey
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Established Mom & Pop Winery!
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7340 Drake Road, Paso Robles
(805) 467-2138

• Multi-Year Zinfandel & Barbera Tasting
• Private Label Artisan Condiments
• Wine Country Art, Books & Carved Gourds
• Oliveto Olive Oil Pouring and Sales
•  Gems, Minerals, Fossils and Jewlerey

Winery Tasting & Vineyard Tours 
most Sundays from 11am-5pm 

and by appointment.

CELEBRATING OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY

Join our Wine Club for a 20% Discount!

Demeter Family Cellars is where 
wine and music intersect

into the craft. One day I walked 
into a local wine, beer and cheese-
making shop in Woodland Hills 
and thought it would be fun 
to make some wine. I 
started as a home 
winemaker 
in 2000 
with 100 
pounds of 
grapes...I 
knew 
that if I 
wanted 
to do 
things on 
a profes-
sional scale I 
would have to 
use full-sized bar-
rels and equipment...I 
ended up processing 3,000 
pounds of grapes [in 2001] in our 
driveway in Woodland Hills that 
won numerous medals and never 
looked back,” said James, who has 
lived on the Central Coast with 
his wife Diane for 16 years.

Music is part of the experi-
ence when visiting Demeter 
Family Cellars as James has been 
involved in the rock industry for 

decades. Starting in the 1970’s, 
James was the lead guitarist for 
The Heaters, a pop band that 

toured as openers for Talk-
ing Heads, Van Ha-

len, Cheap Trick, 
and more 

iconic bands. 
James then 
moved 
from the 
stage to 
instru-
ment 
repair 

work, 
eventually 

transitioning 
to equipment 

design with the 
start of Demeter Am-

plification. As James notes, 
“I became the leading designer of 
tube equipment in Los Angeles,” 
building equipment such as pre-
amps, tube direct boxes, and gui-
tar amplifiers for musicians such 
as Bonnie Raitt, The who, Lee 
Sklar, and more. During a tast-
ing experience, visitors are able 
to learn more about the music 
industry by touring the Demeter 

Enjoy outstanding 
wine while browsing 

over 500 vinyl 
records

Located in the sunny countryside 
of Templeton, Demeter Family 

Cellars is a haven for both wine and 
music enthusiasts. Owners James 
and Diane Demeter have operated 
the winery since 2015; their love for 
wine started two decades ago right 
here on the Central Coast.

“I am a wine lover…During 
the 90’s I befriended a few of the 
winemakers in Paso Robles while 
visiting my parents in Cambria, 
who gave me valuable insights 
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Experience the fusion of earth,
art, and wine.

Visit our family owned tasting room 
and sculpture garden to try our hand 
crafted, award winning wines, and see 
monumental, one-of-a-kind works of art. 

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM
WINERY & VINEYARD
SCULPTURE GARDEN

PICNIC AND GAME AREAS
WEDDINGS & EVENTS

FAMILY OWNED
5015 Linne Rd. Paso Robles CA | 805.226.8881

www.sculpterra.com

• Live music in our sculpture garden
• Every Saturday and Sunday from 12:30 - 3:30

• With local food trucks on site
• no cover charge!

Amplification factory, learning 
about the equipment, and brows-
ing the 500 vinyl records available 
to play in the tasting room.

A handful of exquisite wines 
to try at Demeter Family Cellars 
include the 2015 Sangiovese, an 
acidic cherry flavored wine, and 
the 2015 Pinot Noir, a clove and 
blackberry full-bodied wine. 
These wines have won medals at 
the Central Coast Wine Competi-
tion, so each sip is sure to please. 
Guests are welcome to bring light 
snacks to enjoy on the patio while 
wine tasting; cheese and crack-
ers are often provided with these 
experiences.

“We want to offer an old-
school Central Coast wine tasting 
experience. We have neighbors 

who come over on their horses 
and friends drop by on their 
bikes...We would love for local 
wine lovers and their friends to 
visit,” James said. “We are pet-
friendly and love to hang out and 
talk to our guests.”

For pleasant conversation, 
award winning wine, and an im-
mersive music experience, Deme-
ter Family Cellars is the perfect 
wine tasting excursion.

Demeter Family Cellars is lo-
cated at 6990 Kingsbury Road, Ste 
A in Templeton. Open Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday by appointment. 
For more information, call (805) 
712 - 0002 or visit 
demeterfamilycellars.com.

—Sadie Mae Mace
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Bianchi Winery and Tasting Room

Bianchi Winery and Tasting 
Room is the product of three 

generations' dreams coming to frui-
tion. With two destinations offering 
delectable wines in Paso Robles and 
Laguna Beach, California, there is 
little reason for wine lovers to miss 
out.

In Paso Robles, Bianchi’s tast-
ing room offers visitors a tranquil, 
inviting, family, and dog-friendly 
atmosphere. Situated at the heart 
of a 40-acre vineyard, Bianchi is 
known for its waterfall-fed lake 
stocked with koi, amazing views, 
4.9-star Vineyard House getaway, 
picnic areas, events and as a wed-
ding venue.

Attention to detail and craft-
ing fruit-forward wines that wow 
has always been at the forefront 

Three Generations 
offering two 
destinations

wines year in 
and year out. 
Joseph Bianchi 
took his first 
steps into 
winemaking in 
1974, his son 
Glenn Bianchi, 
continued the 
legacy in 2000, 
and now Beau 
Bianchi con-
tinues bring-
ing the dreams 

of tomorrow to fruition.   
Bianchi is also offering amaz-

ing charcuterie and wine pairings 
featuring Bianchi’s Perfect Pairing 
Boxes made in partnership with 
Holly’s Catering and Charcuterie 
and carefully curated by staff. 
More development is just around 
the corner. In addition to the new 
Laguna Beach Bianchi Tasting 
Room, the family is upgrading 
the Paso Robles property wedding 
and event spaces.

Bianchi Winery’s Paso Robles 
Tasting Room is located at 3380 
Branch Rd and open Thursday 
– Monday, from 10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Reservations are recommended. 
For more information and for res-
ervations visit bianchiwine.com.

–Allyson Woolley  

of Bianchi’s 
winemaking 
program for 
creating el-
egant award-
winning 
wines. The 
current wine 
list features 
Reserve and 
Signature 
wines that 
are both 
complex and 
diverse. Bianchi Signature 
Selection includes: 2019 Sauvi-
gnon Blanc, 2018 Chardonnay, 
2018 Pinot Noir, 2018 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, and 2018 Petite 
Sirah. The Reserve flight features: 
2019 Chardonnay, 2019 GSM 
(the Geste), 2019 Zinfandel and 
Sangiovese blend (Duality), 2018 
Cabernet Franc, and 2018 Caber-
net Sauvignon.  

All of Bianchi’s grapes are har-
vested by hand under the cover 
of moonlight to provide the best 
quality possible. The winemaking 
team is made up of vintners who 
look at every variable from the 
soil quality and composition to 
cluster structure and fruit devel-
opment choosing the best of each 
harvest to deliver award-winning 



slovisitorsguide.com    WINTER 2021-22          89

Wine Tasting

C E L E B R A T I N G 4 2 Y E A R S O F 
F I N E W I N E M A K I N G

e s t .  1 9 7 9

C E L E B R A T I N G 4 2 Y E A R S O F 
F I N E W I N E M A K I N G

e s t .  1 9 7 9

Book a seated reservation 
overlooking the Estate Vine-

yard. Tours are included at the 
beginning of every reservation! 

Walk-ins can enjoy a glass or 
bottle on the Oak Knoll.

Book your next wine tasting or shop online at eberlewinery.com or call (805) 238-9607

Vista Del Rey Vineyards 
25 years of sustainable dry-farmed wine

Just up San Marcos Road, not on 
the typical wine trail, on a hillside 

with a serene view of the Santa Lu-
cia Range, -79-year-old grandfather, 
local farming purist, and owner 
of Vista Del Rey Vineyards can be 
found working the silty clay loam 
soils on his trusty faded orange 
Kubota tractor.

Dave King and his late wife, 
Carol De Hart King, purchased 
the eight-acre vineyard in 1994. 
After a full 22-year career in 
the U.S. Navy and another eight 
years working as an engineer and 
program manager, Dave dusted 

off his Agriculture Engineering 
degree from Oregon State and 
took off on his “Walter Mitty” 
dream of running a small, 1900s-
style, sustainably run vineyard. 
He’s been going ever since.

King’s no-spray, pesticide-free 
vines are well-established, with 
bright green ‘popcorn’ growing 
on dark brown shoulders. These 
are the vines the region has come 
to know well, producing some 
of the appellation’s most vibrant 
Barberas, the bright and spicy 
flagship “Comida Simpático” 
Zinfandel, the popular Zin-Bera 
original blend, and Barbera Port.

Return visits are commonplace 
at this Paso Robles establishment. 
Oak barrels are stacked with local 
handmade preserves, and when 
in season, bowls of dry-farmed 

‘Dry farming is 
not meant for the 

faint of heart’

Vista Del Rey owner Dave King
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Westside / Templeton Gap  • 1380 Live Oak Rd., Paso Robles • (805) 239-2565
windwardvineyard.com

Open Daily • Walk-ins Welcome • Reservations Recommended
Celebrating over 25 years in Paso Robles

pistachios and walnuts from the 
Kings’ trees are out on the table. 
Tasters are encouraged to try a 
“port sandwich” with VDRV’s 
Barbera Dessert Wine and 75 
percent cacao chocolate wine 
wafers and picnic near a relaxing 
slate water fountain.

In lieu of a tasting fee there 
is a carafe for donations to the 
North County Humane Society, 
a cause close to Kinig’s heart, 
confirmed by four friendly dogs 
who greet every tasting room 
newcomer.

While looking off to the far off 
rain clouds for some good news, 
Dave said, “Dry farming is not 
meant for economy of scale or for 
the faint of heart, but we’re still 
here after 20 years.” Paso Robles 
now has about 300 wineries out 
of 4,400 in California. Vista Del 
Rey has survived as one of the 
original 30 in Paso Robles. De-
spite nearly five years of extreme 
drought conditions, grim local 
harvests, and vine stress, Dave 
said, “We’re still ticking.”

‘Still ticking’ translates to 

about 500 cases a year.  Presently 
making the wines at First and 
Last Winery Tried and true, wine 
club members hold their allocated 
stashes with much gratitude.  

Dave has no plans to change 

what has worked well for 20 years. 
“It’s our little slice of Heaven,” he 
said.

Vista Del Rey Vineyards is lo-
cated at 7340 Drake Road in Paso 
Robles. From Highway 101, turn 

west on San Marcos Road, about 
six miles north of Paso Robles. 
Drake Road is 3.5 miles from the 
highway. Open Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and by appoint-
ment. (805) 467-2138.
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@JLohrWines   |   jlohr.com

J. Lohr’s curated virtual tastings  

are live private video sessions  

led by a knowledgeable J. Lohr  

Hospitality Team member.  

Sit back, sip, and explore our  

portfolio from the comfort  

of your home with an  

expert guide. 

LEARN MORE  

jlohr.com/virtual-tastings

J. Lohr Virtual Tastings

Wine Tasting

7 tips for staying warm in wine country
Autumn has passed in Paso 

Robles Wine County and 
winter is peeking her head around 
the corner. In Paso, the tempera-
ture drops after the sun goes down 
into the fifties and the shorter days 
are much cooler. With wine tast-
ings and dining, all moved to the 
outdoors we’ve put together 7 pro 
tips for you to stay warm and cozy 
while taking in the beauty of the 
landscape and sipping on world-
class wines.

1. Check the Weather
One of the most unique things 

about the Paso Robles 
wine region is what 
they call diurnal 
temperature 
swings…..all 
that means is 
cool nights and 
warm days! 
Sure, the eve-
ning get chilly, 
cold even, but 
the days are lovely, 
in the sixties. When 
planning your trip take a 
look at the weather just so you 
are prepared. After all it is 2020, 
you never know.

2. Dress in Layers
Paso is known for having a 

laid back and relaxed vibe, so 
dress the part. We call it wine 
country casual…your favorite 
pair of jeans, a nice shirt or 
sweater, a light coat or vest, and 
comfortable shoes. Then finish off 
your wine tasting wardrobe with 

a scarf and 
shades, viola! 
Or, wear the 

winemaker 
uniform, boots, 

puffy coat, and 
jeans.

3. BYOB – Bring Your Own 
Blankets

As we all are adjusting to wine 
tasting and dining outside, BYOB 
has brought on a new meaning. 
Keep a few lightweight throws in 
your car so you can grab them for 
extra frosty days or for evening 
dining.

4. Paso Swag
Sporting logo accessories are a 

great way to support your favorite 
winery and a good excuse to buy 
fun swag while in Paso Robles. 

Wineries have stocked up on styl-
ish warm clothing like beanies, 
scarfs, vests, blankets, mini hand 
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VISIT OUR NEW LAGUNA BEACH 
TASTING ROOM

warmers, and more. It’s a win, 
win – buy Paso gear and look cool 
while being warm.

5. Plan!
Planning your trip has become 

so easy these days since winer-

ies and restaurants are requiring 
reservations. Use this tool to your 
advantage. While you are sched-
uling your wine tasting or dinner 
ask questions and get specific like: 
do you have outdoor heaters, can 
I be seated near a firepit, we’d pre-

fer not to sit in the sun or under a 
shelter…you get it.

6. Extend Your Stay
Why not come to play and to 

work. Book your room or vaca-
tion rental for a few extra days. 

This extra flexibility will give you 
plenty of time to work remotely, 
explore Paso, and enjoy the day’s 
bounty from the comfort of your 
own warm space. Order take-out 
from our amazing restaurants, 
pick-up wine at one of our local 
wine shops, cuddle-up,  and 
enjoy.

7. Stay Home & Buy Paso 
Wine

We shudder at the suggestion 
that you do not come to Paso 
Robles Wine Country, but there 
are so many ways to explore, 
savor, and support wine country 
from the comfort of your own 
home (and without any travel 
woes). Take part in virtual tast-
ings, online activities, cook Paso 
recipes, plan your next trip to 
wine country, and buy Paso wine.

We look forward to welcom-
ing you back to Paso Robles Wine 
Country when the time is right 
for you. And please remember 
to always be patient, flexible, and 
kind. We are ready to serve you 
when you are ready to be served.
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Open 7 Days A Week  •  840 13th Street, Paso 

805-591-7040 • www.seashellcellars.com

2 for $20.00 tastings. 
purchase 2 bottles the tasting fee is waived.

Charcuterie Plates Available!

Family & Pet Friendly

Enjoy life with a glass of Sea Shell Cellars

VISIT CASTORCELLARS.COM FOR RESERVATIONS • @CASTOROCELLARS

1315 N. BETHEL ROAD • TEMPLETON, CA 93465 • 888-DAM-FINE 

WALK-INS and RESERVATIONS WELCOME • 10AM - 5PM DAILY 

Let us make your visit an experience!

Wine Tasting

Sculpterra Winery: A healing place
Enjoy wine and 
tranquility in 

peaceful garden 
setting

Wine, art, and music are the 
balm for the soul offered at 

Sculpterra Winery & Vineyards. 
Sitting in the garden on a sunny 
afternoon, surrounded by massive 
sculptures and acres of vines as 
far as the eye can see, soothes the 
spirit.

Sculpterra Winery came about 
through the vision of Dr. Warren 
Frankel and his wife Kathy. Dr. 
Frankel practiced medicine in the 
San Fernando Valley. In 1979 they 
moved to the east side of Paso 
Robles, purchased some rolling 
hillside acreage, and planted an 
orchard of pistachio trees.

Looking for a simpler way of 
life, the Frankels desired to live 

out their dreams, and one of those 
dreams was to grow wine grapes. 

So, along with the pistachio 
trees, Frankel planted 20 acres 
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 Come as a friend,
leave as family.

4295 Union Road, Paso Robles, CA

(805) 237-8884 
www.riosecowine.com

OPEN 
THURSDAY - MONDAY 

11AM - 5PM

COMPLIMENTARY TASTING WITH AD

Wine Tasting

of cabernet sauvignon. With the 
success of that crop Frankel began 

to envision the possibility of 
having an estate winery complete 

with tasting 
room. In 1997 
the vineyard 
was expanded 
with plantings 
of zinfandel 
and merlot.

Dr. Fran-
kel continued 
his medical 
practice and, in 2002, joined with 
other doctors to form “His Heal-
ing Hands,” a medical missionary 
foundation that sends medical 
practitioners all over the world to 
care for under-privileged people. 
A portion of all wine sales is do-
nated to this worthy organization.

Vision becomes a reality
In 2006 the Frankels began 

work on a tasting room and win-
ery. Art, and in particular sculp-
ture, has been a love Dr. Frankel 
has held onto since traveling in 
Europe as a student.

While in Oslo, Norway he 
found Frogner Park with its life 
collection of sculptor Gustav 
Vigeland. Frankel’s vision was to 
create a similar park-like setting 
complete with sculptures for the 
winery. He proposed this idea to 
sculptor John Jagger who agreed 
with the vision of a sculpture 
garden at the winery and the 

work began. 
By 2007 the 
winery was 
open for busi-
ness.

The 
vineyard is 
situated on 
Linne Road 
and consists 

of valley floor and hilltops. Soils 
range from limestone along the 
ridgeline to clay loam mixed with 
gravel beds in the lowland. Clas-
sic cabernet sauvignon has turned 
out to be the main varietal for the 
business but the vineyard also 
contains merlot, zinfandel, petite 
sirah, mourvedre, cabernet franc, 
and viognier. Vines are hand-
pruned, and grapes are hand-
picked. The fruit juice is stored 
and aged in American, French 
and Hungarian oak barrels for 12 
to 18 months. All of these factors 
come into play in producing 
wines that are fruit forward, rich, 
and full-bodied.

The Sculpterra Winery tasting 
room, located at 5015 Linne Road 
in Paso Robles, is open daily, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, 
visit sculpterra.com or call 
(805) 226-8881.

– Ruth Ann Angus



slovisitorsguide.com    WINTER 2021-22          95

CALCAREOUS
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Olive Street

Peachy Canyon
Calcareous Vineyard
X

Oak Street
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Directions:
From Spring St. in Paso Robles:
Go west on 12th St.,
left on Fresno St.,
right on Peachy Canyon Rd.
4 miles on right.

Just 4 miles west of Downtown Paso

3430 Peachy canyon Road, Paso Robles • 805-239-0289
WWW.calcaReoUs.coM

Enjoy award-winning wines at our panoramic hilltop location.
Come for the wine, stay for the view!

Tasting reservations available daily from 10AM - 4PM
Lunch available daily from 10:30AM - 4PM

Wine Tasting

Paso Robles Wine Festival 
will relocate to event center 

After a long and memorable run 
in the Downtown City Park 

the Paso Robles Wine Festival is 
moving to the Paso Robles Event 
Center. The Paso Robles Wine 
Country Alliance (PRWCA), the of-
ficial marketing and trade organiza-
tion of the region, has run the event 
since its inception in May 1983. 
Due to COVID-19 and limitations 
on large gatherings, the 2020 and 
2021 events were canceled. This 
time away from in-person events 
created an opportunity to reimag-
ine the Paso Robles Wine Festival. 
The PRWCA board made the deci-
sion to make changes while keeping 
the spirit of this long-standing Paso 
Robles Wine Country celebration.

The Paso Robles Event Center 
offers built-in amenities and 
infrastructure for up to 3,000 
attendees. Dedicated parking, 
concessions, restrooms, shade, 
and outdoor venues are just a few 
of the key offerings making the 
event center the ideal location. Set 
for May 19-22, 2022, the festival 

offers two stages featuring live 
entertainment, a large covered 
patio for enhanced seated experi-
ences for wine presentations, and 
a shaded picnic area where guests 
can sit and dine while enjoying 
Paso’s delicious diversity of wines.

“This festival is often the 
first experience many have to 

Paso Robles Wine Country and 
motivates people to visit through-
out the year,” said Joel Peterson, 
PRWCA Executive Director. 
“This event means so much to our 
region and our wineries and I’m 
excited to see this next chapter 
written at the Event Center. Paso 
Wine Fest will continue in its 
tradition of bringing people to the 
region and exposing them to the 
best that Paso Wine has to offer.”

This move comes with the 
support of many downtown 
merchants. The wine festival’s 
footprint downtown has in-
cluded street closures which limit 
parking and business, hindering 
merchants’ abilities to serve their 
customers. Over 50% of the Paso 
Robles Wine Festival visitors are 
first-time attendees and from out 
of the area. Moving the festival 

Next event set for
May 19-22
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Estate 
Rhone & 
Bordeaux 

Style Wines

Dog Friendly
Family Friendly
Picnic Friendly

OPEN
DAILY
11-5

keeps downtown open for busi-
ness patrons and still allows for 
festivities to continue attracting 
guests to the region. Beyond the 
marquee event, more than 100 
Paso Robles wineries host their 
own individual events during the 
festival weekend.

“With the continued growth 
of Paso Robles wine tourism, the 
time has come to relocate our 
famed wine festival to a space that 
allows it to become one of the 
greatest in the country,” said Aus-
tin Hope, winemaker, president of 
Hope Family Wines and PRWCA 
Board Member. “While so many 
love the downtown park, includ-
ing myself, our little wine festival 
has outgrown this location. A 
move to the proven Paso Event 
Center gives the Wine Alliance an 
opportunity to turn the event into 
a world-class gathering, just as 
our wine region has become.”

More changes to annual 
festival include a new moniker, 
Paso Wine Fest, signifying the 
beginning of a refreshed design 
to this 38-year-old festival. The 

traditional Friday VIP Reserve 
Tasting is replaced with a special 
Winemaker Dinner, highlight-
ing the camaraderie of Paso 
winemakers, their wines and the 
abundant Paso Robles farm-to-
table cuisine.

The PRWCA is working with 
Karson Butler Events, a nationally 
respected event production firm 
that brings style, creativity, and 
professionalism to create highly 
personalized events. Festival 
offerings will include food for 
purchase and sampling, multiple 
bands, and more than 100 of 
Paso’s best wineries.

Watch for the Jan 2022 an-
nouncement of festival specifics, 
experience levels and the date for 
ticket sales.WHERE ALL WINES ARE GOLD MEDAL WINNERS

Over 35 Gold Medal Awards 2018/2019Over 100 Gold Medals in 7 Short Years
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Opening February 
2022

1244 Pine Street #101B, Paso Robles

Featuring locally produced 
Wine, Port & Brandy

Thibido Winery opens in 
Paso Robles wine country 

Small brand looks to make a big impact

Ten acres of newly planted 
vineyard in the Willow Creek 

District inspired Josh Beckett and 
his partner, Gibsey Beckett, to start 
a new venture, Thibido Winery. Fo-
cused on regenerative agricultural 
practices, this premium handmade 
wine will ship directly to customers’ 
doors.

“Planting Thibido Vineyard 
was the culmination of a lifetime 
of farming, winemaking and 
learning along the way,” says Josh 
Beckett, “I was excited to design 
and farm this vineyard apply-
ing regenerative ag methods in 
order to improve the quality of 
the soil for generations to come. 
Ultimately, our environmentally 
conscious approach extended 
beyond the vineyard to become 
Thibido Winery, influencing how 
we created wine in the cellar and 
packaged the product to round 
out the whole earth friendly ap-
proach.”

No stranger to the wine 
industry, Beckett has been driv-
ing tractors and cleaning tanks 
at Peachy Canyon Winery since 
he was a teen. A few decades 
into the family business, Beckett 
launched the immensely success-
ful Chronic Cellars before selling 
to WX Brands. Gathering from 
his experience in the industry 
over the years, Beckett now turns 
his attention to the development 
of Thibido Winery, crafting wines 
that start in the vineyard.

The estate vineyard boasts 
multiple clones of Zinfandel, in-
cluding some own-rooted, as well 
as five other Rhone varietals that 
will comprise future releases for 
Thibido Winery beginning with 
the 2021 vintage. With old school 
farming techniques like hand 
hoeing, organic cover crops and 
vertical cordon training, Beckett 
champions the vineyard first 
and favors a hands-off approach 
to winemaking. But hands-off 
doesn’t mean he isn’t adding his 
own flare to the vinification pro-
cess in the cellar.

The newly released First Date 
2020 is comprised of 100-percent 
Grenache Blanc fermented in ter-
ra cotta amphora offering subtle 
hints of citrus and stone fruits, 
leading to a subtle creamy texture. 
Just Because 2020 is a carbonic 
fermentation with 100-percent 
Syrah, resulting in a Nouveau-
style wine with undertones of 
a classic Syrah. These newly 
released wines are a testament to 
Beckett’s mastery of winemaking. 
“And we’re making our winemak-
ing and packaging choices with 
the same environmental aware-
ness,” says Gibsey Beckett.

The estate vineyard is located 
on Kiler Canyon Road in the Wil-
low Creek District of Paso Robles. 
Thibido Winery will release its first 
wines this summer in extremely 
limited quantities.

Wine Tasting
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Hotels & Lodging — Visitor Guide’s Favorite Places
Arroyo Grande
Abella Garden Inn B&B
210 Oak St., (805) 489-5926

Aloha Inn
611 El Camino Real
(805) 473-8318, Atascadero

The Carlton Hotel
6005 El Camino Real
(805) 461-5100, 877-204-9830

Holiday Inn Express 
& Suites-Atascadero
9010 West Front Road
(805) 462-0200

Oak Hill Manor B&B
12345 Hampton Ct.
(805) 462-9317

Portola Inn
6650 Portola Rd, (805) 440-7557

Rancho Tee Motel
6895 El Camino Real
(805) 466-2231

Springhill Suites
900 El Camino Real, (805) 462-3500

Avila Beach
Avila Lighthouse Suites
550 Front St.
(805) 627-1900, (800) 372-8452

San Luis Bay Inn
3254 Avila Beach Dr.
(805) 595-2333

Sycamore Mineral Springs Resort
1215 Avila Beach Dr.
(805) 540-3326, Baywood Park

Back Bay Inn
1391 Second St., (805) 528-1233

Cambria
Best Western Fireside Inn
6700 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-8661 

Blue Bird Inn
1880 Main St., (805) 927-4634

Blue Dolphin Inn
6470 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-3300 or (800) 222-9157

Breen Vacation Rentals
768 Main Street, (805) 927-1003

Cambria Pines Lodge
2905 Burton Dr., (805) 927-4200

Cambria Shores Inn
6276 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-8644

Cambria Vacation Rentals
784 Main Street Ste. A
(805) 927-8200

Captain’s Cove Inn
6454 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-8581, (800) 781-2683

Castle Inn
6620 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-8605

Creekside Inn
2618 Main St., (805) 927-4021

Fog Catcher Inn
6400 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-1400

Little Sur Inn
6190 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(866) 478-7466

Moonstone Cottages by the Sea
6580 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(800) 222-9157

Moonstone Landing
6240 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(800) 830-4540

9 Iron Inn
6736 Moonstone Beach Dr
(805) 927-4647

Pelican Cove Inn
6316 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-1500

Sand Pebbles Inn
6252 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-5600

Scenic Coast Vacation Rentals
712 Main St., 805-927-6163 

Sea Otter Inn
6656 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(805) 927-5888

The Pickford House
2555 MacLeod Way, (877)300-4449

White Water Inn
6790 Moonstone Beach Dr.
(800) 995-1715

Cayucos
Cayucos Pier View Suites
14 N Ocean Ave., (805) 995-0014

Cayucos Sunset Inn
95 S Ocean Ave., (805) 995-2500

Highway One Rentals
148 N. Ocean Ave., (805) 995-3678

On The Beach B&B
181 N. Ocean Ave., (805) 995-3200

The View Studio Suites
3302 Ocean Blvd., (805) 995-0500

Grover Beach
Holiday Inn Express
775 North Oak Park Blvd.
(805) 481-4448

Sea View Inn
150 North 5th St., (805) 473-1433

Morro Bay
Anderson Inn
897 Embarcadero
(805) 772-3434 or (888) 950-3434

Best Western El Rancho
2460 Main St, (805) 772-2212

Best Western San Marcos inn
250 Pacific St., (805) 772-2248

Best Western Tradewinds
225 Beach St., (805) 772-7376

Blue Sail Inn
851 Market Ave.
(805) 772-2766 or (888) 337-0707

El Morro Masterpiece Motel
1206 Main St.
(805) 772-5633 or (800) 527-6782

Embarcadero Inn
456 Embarcadero, (805) 772-2700

Fireside Inn
730 Morro Ave.
(805) 772-2244 or (800) 444-0562

Holland Inn Motel
2630 Main St., (805) 772-2650

Inn at Morro Bay
60 State Park Rd
(805) 772-5651, (800) 321-9566

La Serena Inn
990 Morro Ave.
(805) 772-5665, (800) 248-1511

Marina Street Inn B&B
305 Marina St.
(805) 772-4016, (888) 683-9389

Morro Bay Luxury Rentals
264 Bowie Dr., (805) 704-1169

Morro Bay Sandpiper Inn
540 Main St., (805) 772-7503

Morro Bay Vacation Rentals
1910 Hill St., (805) 459-8460

Morro Crest Inn
670 Main St.
(805) 772-7740, (800) 613-2007

Morro Shores Inn & Suites
290 Atascadero Rd.
(805) 772-0222, (800) 575-4095

Pleasant Inn Motel
235 Harbor St. 
805-772-8521, (888) 772-8521 

Sea Air Inn
845 Morro Ave., (805) 772-4495

Sundown Inn
640 Main St.
(805) 772-7381 or (800) 696-6928

The Bayfront Inn
1150 Embarcadero, (805) 772-5607

The Breakers Motel
Corner of Morro Bay Blvd & Market
(805) 772-7317 or (800) 932-8899

Travelodge
1080 Market Ave., (805) 772-1259

Los Osos
Back Bay Inn
1391 2nd St., (805) 528-1233

Nipomo
Kaleidescope Inn & Gardens
130 E Dana
(805) 929-5444 or 866-504-5444

Oceano
Pacific Plaza Resort Hotel
444 Pier Ave., (805) 473-6989

Paso Robles 
Adelaide Inn
1215 Ysabel St., (805) 238-2770

Allegretto Vineyard Resort
2700 Buena Vista Dr.
(805) 369-2500

Best Western Plus Black Oak 
1135 24th St., (805) 238-4740

Budget Inn
2745 Spring St., (805) 239-3030

Cava Robles RV Resort
3800 Golden Hill Rd.
(844) 641-5093

Chanticleer Vineyard B&B
(805) 226-0600

Courtyard By Marriott Paso Robles
120 South Vine St.
(805) 239-9700

Dunning Vineyards Guest Villa
1953 Niderer Road
(805) 238-4763

Hotel Cheval
1021 Pine St.
(805) 226-9995 or 866-522-6999

La Bellasera Hotel & Suites
Jct 101 & 46 West
(805) 238-2834, 866-782-9669

La Quinta Inn & Suites
2615 Buena Vista Dr.
(805) 239-3004

The Oaks Hotel
3000 Riverside Ave., 805-237-8700 

Oxford Suites
800 4th St. , (805) 237-0305

Paso Robles Inn
1103 Spring St
(805) 238-2660, (800) 676-1713

Paso Robles Vacation Rentals
(805) 423-9174

The Piccolo
600 12th St., (805) 226-5920

Travelodge
2701 Spring St., (805) 238-0078

Vines RV Resort
88 Wellsona Rd., (877) 820-0940

Wine County RV Resort
2500 Airport Road
(805) 238-4560, (866) 927-8669 

Pismo Beach
Beach Bum Rentals
354 Main Street Ste. A
(805) 773-7194

Beach House Inn & Suites
198 Main St.
(805) 773-7476 (PISMO)

Beachwalker Inn & Suites
490 Dolliver St., (805) 773-2725

Inn at the Cove
2651 Price St.
(805) 773-3511, (800) 848-1434

Shore Cliff Hotel
2555 Price St.
(805) 773-4671, (800) 441-8885

Coastal Vacation Rentals
330 Main St.
(805) 773.1080, (800) 700.1254 

Cottage Inn by the Sea
2351 Price St.
(805) 773-4617 or (888) 440-8400

Dolphin Cove Motel
170 Main St., (805) 773-4706

Edgewater Inn & Suites
280 Wadsworth Ave.
(805) 773-4811

Ocean Palms
390 Ocean View Ave.
(805) 773-4669

Pismo Coast Village RV Resort
165 S. Dolliver Street 
(888) RV-BEACH, (888) 782-3224

Pismo Lighthouse Suites
2411 Price St.
(805) 773-1508, (800) 245-2411

Quality Inn Monarch Shores
230 Five Cities Dr., (805) 773-1841

Sandcastle Inn
100 Stimson Ave.
(805) 773-2422 or (800) 822-6606

Sea Crest Resort
2241 Price St., (805) 773-4608

Sea Gypsy Motel
1020 Cypress
(805) 773-1801 or (800) 592-5923

Sea Venture
100 Oceanview Ave.
(805) 773-4994

Shell Beach Inn
653 Shell Beach Rd.
(805) 773-4373

Spyglass Inn
2705 Spyglass Dr.
(805) 773-4855, 1-(800) 824-2612

Valentina Suites
371 Pismo Avenue, (805) 773-1234

Ragged Point
Ragged Point Inn & Resort
19019 CA Highway 1
(805) 927-4502

San Simeon
Courtesy Inn
9450 Castillo Dr.
(805) 927-4691 or (800) 555-5773

The Morgan – San Simeon
9135 Hearst Dr.
(805) 927-3878 or (800) 451-9900

Sands By The Sea
9355 Hearst Dr.
(805) 927-3243 or (800) 444-0779

Sea Breeze Inn
9065 Hearst Dr.
(805) 927-3284 or (800) 927-3316
Shell Beach

The Palomar Inn
1601 Shell Beach Rd.
(805) 773-4204

Shell Beach Inn
653 Shell Beach Rd.
(805) 773-4373

San Luis Obispo
Comfort Inn & Suites Lamplighter
1604 Monterey St., (805) 547-7777

Courtyard by Marriott-SLO
1605 Calle Joaquin, (805) 786-4200

Days Inn
2050 Garfield St., (805) 549-9911

Embassy Suites
333 Madonna Rd., (805) 549-0800

Garden Street Inn
1212 Garden St. , (805) 545-9802

Granada Hotel
1126 Morro St., (805) 544-9100

Holiday Inn Express-SLO
1800 Monterey St., (805) 544-8600

Hotel San Luis Obispo
877 Palm St., (805) 235-0700

Hotel Cerro
1125 Garden St., (805) 548-1000

La Cuesta Inn
2074 Monterey St., (805) 543-2777

Peach Tree Inn
2001 Monterey St., (805) 543-3170

Rodeway Inn
1001 Olive St., (805) 544-0400

San Luis Creek Lodge
1941 Monterey St.
(805) 541-1122 or (800) 593-0333

Sands Inn & Suites 
1930 Monterey St.
(805) 544-0500 or (800) 441-4657

Sycamore Mineral Springs
1215 Avila Beach Dr.
(805) 595-7302

Templeton
Honey Oak House
2602 Templeton Rd.
(805) 434-5091
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2015, 2016,
2017, 2018 & 2020

Monterey COUNTY 
Winery of the Year

Owner Joel Cox is an Academy Award-winning Film Editor who brings his professional 
and creative love of film to his wine. His meticulous and diligent eye for a well-crafted 

scene in  a movie is brought to life in our beautiful, extraordinary wines.

San Miguel, CA |  mystichillsvineyard.com

You are loved!

SLO COUNTY
WINERY OF
THE YEAR

2021

Exclusively by appointment. Please call 805.610.1099


